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To  THOMAS  WILSON,  Efq. 


DEAR  SIR. 

AS  the  following  Journal  was  undertaken  at 
your  Requeft,  and  its  principal  Objcdl  to 
afford  you  fome  Amufement  during  your  Hours  of 
Relaxation,  I (hall  efteem  myfelf  happy  if  it  anfwers 
that  Purpole. 

I hope  that  the  Specimens  of  Natural  Hiftory 
may  tend  to  the  Promotion  of  your  favourite 
Science,  and  that,  on  this  Account,  it  will  not  be 
unacceptable  to  you.  By  the  next  Conveyance  I 
truft  I (hall  be  enabled  to  make  fome  Additions, 
that  will  not  be  unworthy  the  Attention  of  the 
Naturalifts. 
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DEDICATION. 

Let  my  prefent  Communications,  which  the 
(lidclen  failing  of  the  Ships  from  hence,  and  the 
Duties  of  my  Department,  have  rendered  lefs 
copious  than  I intended,  at  kail  krve  to  con- 
vince you  of  my  Readinefs  at  all  Times  to  comply 
with  your  Wifhes  ; and  of  the  Refpe£l  and  Efteem 
with  which  I am, 

DEAR  SIR, 

YOUR  VERY  OBEDIENT 

AND  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

Sydney  Cove, 

Port  Jackfon,  New  South  Wales, 

November  i8th,  1788. 

JOHN  WHITE. 
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A OVERT  I SEME  NT. 

IT  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Editor,  as  much  as  it  is  his 
inclination,  to  return  his  public  and  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  Gentlemen,  through  whofe  abilities  and 
liberal  communications,  in  the  province  of  Natural  Hiftory, 
he  has  been  enabled  to  furmount  thofe  difficulties  that  ne- 
celTarily  attended  the  defeription  of  fo  great  a variety  of  ani- 
mals, prefented  for  the  firft  time  to  the  obfervation  of  the 
Naturalift,  and  confequently  in  the  clafs  of  Non-deferipts. 

Among  thofe  Gentlemen  he  has  the  honour,  particularly, 
to  reckon  the  names  of  Dr.  Shaw ; Dr.  Smith,  the  poflcflbr  of 
the  celebrated  Linnxan  Colleftion ; and  John  Hunter,  Efq. 
who,  to  a fublime  and  inventive  genius,  happily  unites  a 
difmterefted  and  generous  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  natural 
fcience. 

The  Public  may  rely,  with  the  moft  perfedf  confidence, 
on  the  care  and  accuracy  with  which  the  Drawings  have 
been  copied  from  nature,  by  Mifs  Stone,  Mr.  Catton,  Mr. 
Nodder,  and  other  artifts ; and  the  Editor  flatters  himfelf 
the  Engravings  are  all  executed  with  equal  corredlnefs, 
by,  or  under  the  immediate  infpedlion  of  Mr.  Milton.  The 
Birds,  &c.  from  which  the  drawings  were  taken  are  dc- 
pofited  in  the  Leverian  Mufeum. 
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o F A 

VOYAGE 

T O 

N£fV  SOUTH  WALES. 


I THIS  day  left  London,  charged  with  difpatches  from  *787. 

the  Secretary  of  State’s  office,  and  from  the  Admiralty,  5' 

relative  to  the  embarkation  of  that  part  of  the  marines  and 
convids  intended  for  Botany  Bay ; and  on  the  evening  of  the 
feventh,  after  travelling  two  days  of  the  moft  inceflant  rain 
I ever  remember,  arrived  at  Plymouth,  where  the  Charlotte 
and  Friendffiip  tranfports  were  in  readinefs  to  receive  them. 

General  Collins,  commander  in  chief  at  that  port,  loft 
no  time  in  carrying  the  orders  I had  brought  into  execu- 
tion : fo  that  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  the  detachment 
of  marines  were  on  board,  with  all  the  baggage.  But  the 

B next 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


2 WHITE’sJOURNALOFA 

1 7S7.  next  day  being  uHicrcd  in  with  a very  heavy  gale  of  wind,  made 
it  imprafticable  to  remove  the  convi(£ts  from  on  board  the 
Dunkirk  prifon-fhip,  where  they  were  confined.  So  violent 
was  the  gale,  that  his  Majefty's  Ihip  the  Druid,  of  thirty- 
two  guns,  was  forced  to  cut  away  her  main-maft  to  prevent 
her  driving  on  fliore. 

The  weather  being  moderate  the  following  day,  the  con- 
victs were  put  on  board  the  tranfports,  and  placed  in  the 
different  apartments  allotted  for  them ; all  fecured  in 
irons,  except  the  women.  In  the  evening,  as  there  was  but 
little  wind,  we  were  towed  by  the  boats  belonging  to  the 
guardfliips  out  of  the  Ilamaoze,  where  the  Dunkirk  lay, 
into  Plymouth  Sound.  When  this  duty  was  completed, 
the  boats  returned  ; and  the  wind  now  frefficning  fo  as  to 
enable  us  to  clear  the  land,  we  proceeded  to  Spithcad, 
where  we  arrived  the  feventeenth,  and  anchored  on  the 
Mother  Bank,  among  the  reft  of  the  tranfports  and  vicfluallcrs 
intended  for  the  fame  expedition,  under  the  conduct  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhip  the  Sirius.  As  foon  as  the  fhip  came  to 
anchor,  I vifited  all  the  other  tranfports,  and  was  really 
furprifed  to  find  the  convicts  on  board  them  fo  very  healthy. 
When  I got  on  board  the  Alexander,  I found  there  a medi- 
cal 
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cal  gentleman  from  Portfmouth,  among  whofc  acquaintance  >787- 
I had  not  the  honour  to  be  numbered.  He  fcarcely  gave 
me  time  to  get  upon  the  quarter-deck,  before  he  thus 
addrelTed  me — “ I am  very  glad  you  are  arrived,  Sir ; for 
“ your  people  have  got  a vialignant  difeafe  among  them  of 
“ a moft  dangerous  kind  ; and  it  will  be  ncccflary,  for  their 
“ prefervation,  to  get  them  immediately  relanded !”  Sur- 
prifed  at  fuch  a falutation,  and  alarmed  at  the  purport  of 
it,  I requefted  of  my  aillftant,  Mr.  Balmain,  an  intelligent 
young  man,  whom  I had  appointed  to  this  fhip  for  the 
voyage,  to  let  me  fee  the  people  who  were  ill.  “ Sir,”  re- 
turned Mr.  Balmain,  taking  me  afide,  “ you  will  not  find 
“ things  by  any  means  fo  bad  as  this  gentleman  reprefents 
“ them  to  be : they  are  made  much  worfe  by  him  than 
“ they  really  are.  Unlike  a perfon  wifhing  to  adminifter 
“ comfort  to  thofe  who  are  afflidled,  either  in  body  or  in 
“ mind,  he  has  publicly  declared  before  the  poor  creatures 
“ who  are  ill,  that  they  muft  inevitably  fall  a facrifice  to 
“ the  malignant  diforder  with  which  they  are  afflidfed  ; — 

“ the  malignity  of  which  appears  to  me  to  exift  only  in  his 
“ own  imagination.  I did  not,  however,”  continued  Mr.  B.1I- 
main,  “ think  proper  to  contradidt  the  gentleman;  fuppofing, 
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1787.  “ from  the  confequence  he  aflumcd,  and  the  eafe  with 

March^  which  he  had  given  his  opinion,  or  more  properly  his 
“ direSiionSy  that  he  was  fome  perfon  appointed  by  the 
“ Secretary  of  State  to  officiate  for  you  till  your  arrival. 
“ When  you  go  among  the  people  you  will  be  better  able  to 
“ judge  of  the  propriety  of  what  I have  faid.”  Mr.  Balmain 
had  no  fooner  concluded  than  I went  between  decks,  and  found 
every  thing  juft  as  he  had  reprefented  it  to  be.  There  were 
feveral  in  bed  with  flight  inflammatory  complaints ; fome 
there  were  who  kept  their  bed  to  avoid  the  inconvenience 
of  the  cold,  which  was  at  this  time  very  piercing,  and  whofe 
wretched  clothing  was  but  a poor  defence  againft  the 
rigour  of  it ; others  were  confined  to  their  bed  through  the 
effeds  of  long  imprifonment,  a weakened  habit,  and  low- 
nefs  of  fpirits ; which  was  not  a little  added  to  by  the  de- 
claration of  the  medical  gentleman  above  mentioned,  whom 
they  concluded  to  be  the  principal  furgeon  to  the  expedi- 
tion. However,  on  my  undeceiving  them  in  that  point,  and 
at  the  fame  time  confirming  what  Mr.  Balmain  had  from  the 
firft  told  them,  viz.  that  their  complaints  mere  neither  malig- 
nant nor  dangerous,  their  fears  abated.  To  this  I added, 
that  I would  immediately  give  orders  for  fuch  as  were  in 
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want  of  clothing,  to  be  fupplied  with  what  was  needful ; a 1787. 
power  delegated  to  me  by  Captain  Phillip,  together  with 
the  liberty  of  giving  fuch  other  diredions  as  I thought  would 
tend  to  the  recovery  or  prefervation  of  their  health.  And 
further,  as  they  had  been  nearly  four  months  on  board,  and 
during  that  time  had  been  kept  upon  fait  provifions,  I would 
endeavour  to  get  frefli  for  them  while  in  port.  This  fliort 
converfation  had  fo  fudden  an  effed  on  thofe  I addrefled, 
and  was  of  fo  oppofite  a tendency  to  that  of  the  gentleman 
alluded  to,  that  before  we  got  from  between  decks,  I had 
the  pleafure  to  fee  feveral  of  them  put  on  fuch  clothes  as 
they  had,  and  look  a little  cheerful.  I then  pointed  out  to 
Lieutenant  Johnfon,  commanding  officer  of  the  marines  on 
board,  and  to  the  mafter  of  the  ffiip,  the  neceffity  there  was 
of  admitting  the  convids  upon  the  deck,  one  half  at  a time, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  day ; in  order  that  they  might  breathe 
a purer  air,  as  nothing  would  conduce  more  to  the  preferva- 
tion of  their  health.  To  this  thefe  gentlemen  readily  afl'ent- 
ed ; adding,  that  they  had  no  objedion  to  the  w-holc  num- 
ber coming  upon  deck  at  once,  if  I thought  it  ncceffiiry,  as 
they  were  not  apprehenfive  of  any  danger  from  the  indul- 
gence. On  returning  to  the  quarter-deck,  I found  my  new 
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1787.  medical  acquaintance  ftill  there;  and  before  I could  give 
fome  diredions  to  Mr.  Balmain,  as  I was  about  to  do,  he 
thus  once  more  addrefled  me — “ I fuppofe  you  are  now 
“ convinced  of  the  dangerous  difeafe  that  prevails  among 
“ thefe  people,  and  of  the  neceflity  of  having  them  landed, 
“ in  order  to  get  rid  of  it.”  Not  a little  hurt  at  the  abfurd 
part  the  gentleman  had  aded,  and  at  his  repeated  importu- 
nity, I replied  with  fome  warmth,  “ that  I was  very  forry  to 
“ differ  fo  effentially  in  opinion  from  him,  as  to  be  obliged 
“ to  tell  him  that  there  was  not  the  leajl  appearance  of 
“ malignity  in  the  difeafe  under  which  the  convids  labour- 
“ ed,  but  that  it  wholly  proceeded  from  the  cold ; and  was 
“ nearly  fimilar  to  a complaint  then  prevalent,  even  among 
“ the  better  fort  of  people,  in  and  about  Portfmouth.” 
Notwithftanding  this,  he  ftill  perfifted  fo  much  in  the  pro- 
priety of  their  being  landed,  and  the  neceflity  there  was  for 
an  application  to  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  occafion, 
that  I could  no  longer  keep  my  temper ; and  I freely  told 
him,  “ that  the  idea  of  landing  them  was  as  improper  as  it 
“ was  abfurd.  And,  in  order  to  make  him  pcrfcdly  cafy 
“ on  that  head,  I affured  him,  that  when  any  difeafe  ren- 
dered  it  neceffary  to  call  in  medical  aid,  he  might  reft 
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fatisfied  I would  not  trouble  him  ; but  would  apply  to  1787. 
“ Dodor  Lind,  Phyfician  to  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Haller, 

“ a gentleman  as  eminently  diftinguiflicd  for  his  profef- 
“ fional  abilities  as  his  other  amiable  qualities  ; or  elfe  to 
“ fome  of  the  furgeons  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  in  Portfmouth 
“ harbour,  or  at  Spithead,  moll  of  whom  I had  the  plea- 
“ fure  of  knowing,  and  on  whofe  medical  knowledge  I was 
“ certain  I could  depend.”  This  peremptory  declaration 
had  the  defired  effed.  The  gentleman  took  his  leave,  to 
my  great  fatisfadion,  and  thereby  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  writing  by  that  evening’s  poft,  to  inform  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Captain  Phillip,  of  the  real  Rate  of  the  lick;  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  urge  the  nccelTity  of  having  frclh  pro- 
vifions  ferved  to  the  whole  of  the  convids  while  in  port,  as 
well  as  a little  wine  for  thofc  who  were  ill,  Frelh  provi- 
fions  I dwelt  moll  on,  as  being  not  only  needful  for  the 
recovery  of  the  lick,  but  otherwife  cffcntial,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  of  them  commencing  fo  long  and  tedious  a 
voyage  as  they  had  before  them  with  a fcorbutic  taint;  a 
confequence  that  would  moft  likely  attend  their  living  upon 
fait  food ; and  which,  added  to  their  needful  confinement 
and  great  numbers,  would,  in  all  probability,  prove  fatal 
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1787. 

March. 


to  them,  and  thereby  defeat  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  return  of  the  poll  brought  me  an  anfwer ; and  like- 
wife  an  order  to  the  contradlor  for  fupplying  the  marines 
and  convidls  daily  with  frelh  beef  and  vegetables,  while  in 
port.  A limilar  order  I found  had  been  given  long  before 
my  arrival;  but,  by  fome  llrange  miftake  or  other,  had  not 
been  complied  with.  The  falutary  effed  of  this  change  of 
diet,  with  the  addition  of  fome  wine  and  other  neceffaries 
ordered  for  the  lick,  through  the  humanity  of  Lord  Sydney, 
manifelled  itfelf  fo  fuddenly,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a fort- 
night, on  comparing  my  lift  of  lick  with  that  of  a furgeon 
belonging  to  one  of  the  guardlhips,  allowing  for  the  difpro- 
portion  of  numbers,  mine  did  not  exceed  his.  And  yet,  not- 
withftanding  this,  which  is  a well  known  fa£l,  the  report  of  a 
moll  malignant  difeafe  Hill  prevailed:  and  fo  induftrioully  was 
the  report  promulgated  and  kept  alive  by  fome  evil-minded 
people,  who  either  wilhed  to  throw  an  odium  on  the  humane 
promoters  of  the  plan,  or  to  give  unealinefs  to  the  friends 
and  relations  of  thofe  engaged  in  the  expedition,  that  letters 
from  all  quarters  were  pouring  in  upon  us,  commiferating 
our  ftatc.  The  newfpapers  were  daily  filled  with  alarming 
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accounts  of  the  fatality  that  prevailed  among  us;  and  the  j.^87. 
rumour  became  general,  notwithftanding  every  ftcp  was  March, 
taken  to  remove  thefe  fears,  by  afluranccs  (which  were 
ftriflly  true)  that  the  whole  fleet  was  in  as  good  a ftate  of 
health,  and  as  few  in  it  would  be  found  to  be  ill,  at  that 
cold  feafon  of  the  year,  as  even  in  the  moft  healthy  fituation 
on  (hore.  The  clearcft  teftimony  that  there  was  more  ma- 
lignity in  the  report  than  in  the  difeafe,  may  be  deduced 
from  the  very  inconliderable  number  that  have  died  fince  we 
left  England ; which  I may  fafely  venture  to  fay  is  much 
lefs  than  ever  was  known  in  fo  long  a voyage  (the  numbers 
being  proportionate),  even  though  not  labouring  under  the 
difadvantages  we  were  fubjeft  to,  and  the  crowded  ftate  we 
were  in. 

During  the  abfence  of  Captain  Phillip,  I mentioned  to 
Captain  Hunter  of  the  Sirius,  that  I thought  whitcwaihing 
with  quick  lime  the  parts  of  the  ftiips  where  the  convids 
were  confined,  would  be  the  means  of  correding  and 
preventing  that  unwholefome  dampnefs  which  ufually  ap- 
peared on  the  beams  and  fides  of  the  fliips,  and  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  breath  of  the  people.  Captain  Hunter  agreed 
with  me  on  the  propriety  of  the  ftep : and  with  that  oblig- 
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ing  willingnefs  which  marks  his  charadler,  made  the  necef- 
fary  application  to  commiflloner  Martin  j who,  on  his  part, 
as  readily  ordered  the  proper  materials.  The  procefs  was, 
accordingly  foon  finilhed  j and  fully  anfwered  the  purpofc 
intended. 

May  1 2.  His  Majefty’s  Ihip  the  Hyaena  joined  us  this 
day,  and  put  herfelf  under  the  command  of  Captaia 
Phillip,  who  had  inftruflions  to  take  her  with  him  as  £tr  as  he 
ihould  think  needful.  In  the  eveniirg  the  Sirius  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh,  and  attempted  to  get  down  to  St.  Helen’s  j 
but  the  wind  fliifting,  and  fcveral  of  the  convoy  not  getting 
under  way,  through  fome  irregularity  in  the  feamen,  fhe 
was  obliged  to  anchor.  When  this  was  done,  Captaia 
Phillip  fent  Lieutenant  King  on  board  the  {hips  which  had 
occahoned  the  detention,  who  foon  adjufted  the  difHculties 
that  had  arifen ; as  they  were  found  to  proceed  more  from 
intoxication  than  from  any  nautical  caufes. 

1,3th.  This  morning  the  Sirius  and  her  convoy  weighed 
again,  with  an  intention  of  going  through  St.  Helen’s ; 
but  the  wind  being  fair  for  the  Needles,  we  run  through 
them,  with  a pleafant  breeze.  The  Charlotte,  Captain 
Gilbert,  On  board  of  which  I was,  failing  very  heavy,  the 
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Kyana  took  us  in  tow,  until  flie  brought  us  ahead  of  1787. 
the  Sirius,  and  then  caft  us  off. 

1 5th.  An  accident  of  a fingular  nature  happened  to-day. 
Corporal  Baker  of  the  marines,  on  laying  a loaded  mufquet 
down,  which  he  had  juft  taken  out  of  the  arms  cheft,  was 
Wounded  by  it  in  the  inner  ankle  of  the  right  foot.  The 
bones,  after  being  a good  deal  lhattered,  turned  the  ball ; 
which  taking  another  direction,  had  ftill  force  enough  left 
to  go  through  a harnefs-calk  full  of  beef,  at  fome  diftance, 
and,  after  that,  to  kill  two  geefe  that  were  on  the  other 
fide  of  it.  Extraordinary  as  this  incident  may  appear,  it 
is  no  lefs  true.  The  corporal  being  a young  man,  and  in 
i good  habit  of  body,  I had  the  pleafure,  contrary  to  the 
:general  expeftation,  of  feeing  him  return  to  his  duty  in 
three  months,  with  the  perfedt  ufe  of  the  wounded  joint. 

20th.  A difeovery  of  a futile  fcheme,  formed  by  the 
convifts  on  board  the  Scarborough,  was  made  by  one  of  that 
body,  who  had  been  recommended  to  Captain  Hunter 
previous  to  our  failing.  They  had  laid  a plan  for  making 
thcmfelves  mafters  of  the  fhip;  but  being  prevented  by  this 
difeovery,  two  of  the  ringleaders  were  carried  on  board  the 
Sirius,  where  they  were  punilhed ; and  afterwards  put  on 
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1787.  board  the  Prince  of  Wales  tranfport,  from  which  time  thejr 
^ behaved  very  well.  Being  now  near  one  hundred  leagues 
to  the  weftward  of  Scilly,  and  all  well,  Captain  Phillip  found 
it  no  longer  neceflary  to  keep  the  Hysena  with  him  ; there- 
fore, having  committed  his  letters  to  the  care  of  the  Hon. 
Captain  De  Courcey,  he  in  the  courfe  of  this  day  fent 
her  back. 

28th.  Departed  this  life,  Ifmael  Coleman,  a convidl, 
who,  worn  out  by  lownefs  of  fpirits  and  debility,  brought 
on  by  long  and  clofe  confinement,  refigned  his  breath 
without  a pang. 

30th.  In  the  forenoon  paffed  to  the  fouthward  of  Ma- 
deira, and  faw  fome  turtle  of  the  hawks-bill  kind. 

June  2d.  Saw  and  pafled  the  Salvages.  Thefe  iflands 
are  not  laid  down  in  any  of  the  charts  we  had  on  board, 
except  a fmall  one,  by  Hamilton  Moore,  in  the  poffeflion 
of  the  fecond  mate.  They  lie,  by  our  obfervation,  in  lat. 
30”.  10'.  N.  long.  15“.  9'.  W. 

3d.  This  evening,  after  feeing  many  fmall  fifli  in  our 
way  from  the  Salvages,  we  arrived  at  Teneriffe,  and  an- 
chored in  Santa  Cruz  road,  about  a mile  to  the  N.  E.  of  the 
town  of  that  name,  in  fixteen  fathom  water  j fome  of  the 
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flii'ps  came  to  in  twenty  fathom.  We  were  viilted  the  fame  1787, 
night,  as  is  the  cuftom  of  the  port,  by  the  harbour  mafter, 
and  gained  permifllon  to  water,  and  procure  fuch  refrefh- 
ments  as  the  idand  afforded.  The  marines  were  now  ferved 
with  wine  in  lieu  of  fpirits  ; a pound  of  frefli  beef  was  like- 
wife  daily  diftributcd  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  convidls  ; to- 
gether with  a pound  of  rice  inftead  of  bread,  and  fuch  vege- 
tables as  could  be  procured.  Of  the  latter  indeed  the  por- 
tion was  rather  fcanty,  little  befides  onions  being  to  be  got ; 
and  ftill  lefs  of  fruit,  it  being  too  early  in  the  feafon. 

4th.  Captain  Phillip,  as  governor  of  his  Majefty’s  ter- 
ritories in  New  South  Wales,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  expedition,  accompanied  by  twenty  of  the  principal 
officers,  paid  his  refpedts  to  the  Marquis  de  Brancifort, 
governor  of  this  and  the  other  Canary  iflands.  We  were 
received  by  his  Excellency  with  great  politenefs  and  cor- 
diality ; and  after  the  ceremony  of  introduflion  was  over, 
he  entered  into  familiar  converfation  with  Captain  Phillip 
on  general  topics.  In  perfon  the  Marquis  is  genteel;  he  is 
rather  above  the  middle  fize,  but  cannot  boaft  of  much 
mbonpoint ; his  countenance  is  animated  ; his  deportment 
eafy  and  graceful  ; and  both  his  appearance  and  manners 
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■perfedtly  correfpond  with  the  idea  univerfally  entertained  of 
the  dignity  of  a grandee  of  Spain.  This  accompUQied 
nobleman,  as  I have  been  informed,  is  ndt  a Spaniard  by- 
birth,  but  a Sicilian;  and  defeended  from  fome  of  the 
princes  of  that  ifland.  Gn  this  anceftry  and  defeent,  it  n 
Vifible  that  he  prides  himfelf  not  a little.  The  people  he 
is  placed  over  will  have  it,  that  he  carries  himfelf  with  too 
much  ftatelinefs  to  be  long  a favourite  there  ; they  cannot, 
however,  help  acknowledging  that  he  preferves  a degree  of 
dihntereilednefs,  moderation,  and  jullice,  in  his  conduct  to- 
wards them,  that  is  not  to  be  objefied  to. 

6th.  A convift,  named  James  Clark,  died  of  a dropfy; 
he  had  been  tapped  ten  days  before,  and  difeharged  twelve 
quarts  of  water. 

8th.  During  the  night,  t^^hile  the  people  were  bufily 
employed  in  taking  in  water  on  board  the  Alexander,  a 
fervice  in  which  fome  of  the  convifls  aUKlcd,  one  of  them, 
of  the  name  of  Powel,  found  means  to  drop  himfelf  unper- 
ceived  into  a fmall  boat  that  lay  along-fide ; and  under 
cover  of  the  night  to  call  her  off  without  difeovery.  He 
then  drifted  to  a Dutch  Eaft  Indiaman  that  had  juft  come  to 
an  anchor,  to  the  crew  of  which  he  told  a plaulible  ftory, 
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and  entreated  to  be  taken  on  board ; but,  though  they  much 
wanted  men,  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him. 
Having  committed  himfelf  again  to  the  waves,  he  was  driven 
by  the  wind  and  the  current,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
to  a fmall  iHand  lying  to  leeward  of  the  fhips,  where  he  wa» 
the  next  morning  taken.  The  boat  and  oars,  which  he 
could  not  conceal,  led  to  a difeovery;  otherwife  he  would, 
probably  have  ciiedlcd  his  efcape.  When  brought  back  by 
the  party  lent  after  him,  Captain  Phillip  ordered  him  into 
irons,  in  which  ftate  he  remained  for  fome  time ; but  at 
length,  by  an  artful  petition  he  got  written  for  him,  he  fo 
wrought  on  the  governor’s  humanity,  as  to  procure  a rclcafo 
from  his  confinement. 

As  you  approach  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe,  and  even  when 
you  are  near  to  it,  the  appearance  from  the  fea  conveys  no 
very  favourable  idea  of  its  fertility ; one  rugged,  barren 
hill  or  mountain  terminating  in  another,  until  it  forms 
the  famous  Peak.  The  town  of  Santa  Cruz  is  large  and 
populous,  but  very  irregular  and  ill  built ; fome  of  the 
private  houfes,  however,  are  fpacious,  convenient,  and 
well  conftrudfed.  Although  this  town  is  not  confidered  as 
the  capital,  Laguna  enjoying  that  pre-eminence,  yet  I can- 
not 
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1787.  not  help  thinking  it  ought  to  be  fo;  not  only  from  its  being 
_ more  frequented  by  (hips  of  various  nations,  and  having  a 
greater  fliarc  of  trade  than  any  other  port  in  the  Canaries, 
but  on  account  of  its  being  the  refidence  of  the  governor- 
general. 

Among  other  fteps  for  its  improvement,  the  Marquis  fet 
on  foot  a contribution,  and  from  the  produce  of  it  has 
caufed  to  be  built  an  elegant  and  commodious  mole,  or  pier, 
about  the  center  of  the  town.  To  this  pier,  water  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality  is  conveyed  by  pipes;  fo  that  boats  may  come 
along-fide,  and  by  applying  a hofe  to  the  cocks  placed  there 
for  this  purpofe,  fill  the  calks  without  the  ufual  trouble  and 
fatigue.  The  landing  or  {hipping  of  goods  is  likewife, 
by  means  of  this  pier,  rendered  both  convenient  and  expe- 
ditious. In  fhort,  I think  I may  fafely  recommend  this 
port  as  a very  good  one  for  {hips  undertaking  long  voyages 
to  water  at,  and  refrelh  their  crews ; more  efpecially  in 
the  time  of  the  fruit  fcafon. 

About  four  or  five  miles.  Inland,  from  Santa  Cruz, 
{lands  the  city  of  Laguna ; fo  called  from  a lake  near 
which  it  is  fituated.  This  lake,  during  the  winter,  or  in 
rainy  weather,  is  full  of  flagnant  water,  that  in  a little  time 
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becomes  putrid,  and,  in  very  dry  hot  weather,  is  to-  • 787- 
tally  exhaled.  I have  before  obferved,  that  Laguna  is 
confidered  as  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and  added  my  rea- 
fons  for  thinking  this  an  ill-judged  diftindtion.  The  road 
from  Santa  Cruz  to  it  is  a pretty  fteep  afeent,  until  you  ap- 
proach the  town,  which  is  lituated  at  the  extremity,  or 
rather  on  a corner,  of  a plain  three  or  four  miles  long. 

This  city  has  two  churches,  one  of  them  richly  ornamented  ; 
and  feveral  convents  both  of  friars  and  nuns.  It  has  like- 
wife  three  hofpitals  ; two  of  which  were  originally  inftituted 
for  the  wife,  but  ineffeftual,  purpofe  of  eradicating  the  lues 
venerea ; a difeafe  that  has  long  been,  and  ftill  continues  to 
be,  very  common  in  this  ifland.  I was  however  informed, 
that  perfons  afflidled  with  other  diforders  are  now  received 
into  thefe  two  charitable  inftitutions ; and  that  the  third  is 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of  foundlings.  Befides  the 
foregoing,  there  are  fome  other  public,  as  well  as  private 
buildings,  that  tend  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  town. 

There  is  very  little  trade  carried  on  at  Laguna,  it  being 
rather  the  retired  refidence  of  the  gentry  of  the  ifland,  and 
of  the  merchants  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  is  the  principal  feat 
of  commerce.  The  officers  of  juftice  likewife  refide  here  ; 
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fuch  as  the  corrigedor,  lieutenant  of  the  police,  &c.  and  at 
judge  whofe  bulinels  it  is  to  regulate  comniercial  affairs. 
An  office  of  inquifition,  with  the  proper  officers,  delegated 
from,  and  fubjedl  to,  the  tribunal  of  the  holy  office  held  at 
Grand  Canary,  is  befides  eflabliffied  here. 

The  prefent  natives  of  this  illand  feem  to  have  in  thcn>’ 
very  little  of  the  flock  from  whence  they  fprung  ; intermar- 
riages with  the  Spaniards  have  nearly  obliterated  all  traces 
ef  the  original  flamina  : they  are  of  a middle  flature,  in- 
clining to  be  flender,  and  of  a dark  complexion,  with  large 
animated  black  eyes.  The  pealants  in  general' are  wretch- 
edly clothed  when  they  do  appear  better,  they  are  habited 
in  the  Spanifh  fafhion.  The  men,  in  a genteeler  line,,  drefs 
very  gaily,  and  are  fcldom  feen  w'ithout  long  fwords.  It  is 
remarked,  that  few  of  them  walk  with  dignity  and  eafe 
which  may  be  attributed  to  the  long  cloaks  they  ufually 
wear,  except  on  partitular  occafions. 

The  women  wear  veils:  thofe  worn  by  the  lower  ranks 
are  of  black  fluff,  thofe  of  the  higher,  of  black  fiUc ; and 
filch  among  the  latter  as  have  any  claim  to  beauty,  arc 
far  from  being  over  careful  in  concealing  their  faces  by 
them.  The  young  ladies,  fome  of  whom  I faw  that  were 
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leally  pretty,  wear  their  fine  long  black  hair  plaited,  and  1787. 
faftencd  with  a comb,  or  a ribbon,  on  the  top  of  the  head. 

The  common  people,  and  in  this  they  refcmblc  the  inha- 
bitants of  moft  of  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  lately  dif- 
covered,  have  a ftrong  fpice  of  furacity  in  them;  they  are 
befidcs  lazy ; and  the  moft  importunate  beggars  in  the 
world:  I obibrved  likewife,  that  the  itch  was  fo  common 
among  them,  and  had  attained  fuch  a degree  of  virulence, 
that  one  would  almoft  be  led  to  believe  it  was  epidemic 
there. 

Some  of  the  women  are  fo  abandoned  and  ftiamelefs,  that 
it  would  be  doing  an  injuftice  to  the  proftitutes  met  with  in 
the  ftreets  of  London,  to  fay  they  are  like  them.  The  fe- 
males of  every  degree  are  faid  to  be  of  an  amorous  conftitu- 
tion,  and  addided  to  intrigue;  for  which  no  houfes  could 
be  better  adapted  than  thofe  in  TenerilFe. 

The  manufadures  carried  on  here  are  very  few,  and  the 
produd  of  them  little  more  than  fufficient  for  their  own 
confumption.  They  confift  of  taffeties,  gauze,  coarfe  linens, 
blankets,  a little  filk,  and  curious  garters.  The  principal 
depcndance  of  the  inhabitants  is  on  their  wine  (their  ftaplc 
commodity),  oil,  corn,  and  every  kind  of  ftock  for  {hipping. 
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1787.  With  thefe  the  ifland  abounds;  and,  in  their  fcafon,  pro- 

. duces  not  only  the  tropical  fruits,  but  the  vegetable  produc- 
tions of  the  European  gardens,  in  the  grcatcft  plenty.  Te- 
neriffe  enjoys  an  agreeable  and  healthful  mediocrity  of  climate^ 
Indeed  I know  of  none  better  adapted  for  the  reftoration  of 
a valetudinarian;  as,  by  going  into  the  mountains,  he  may 
graduate  the  air,  and  chufe  that  ftate  of  it  which  bell  fuits 
his  complaint.  But  although  the  inhabitants  are  thus  healthy, 
and  have  fo  little  occalion  for  medical'aid,  they  loudly  com- 
plain of  the  want  of  knowledge  in  the  profeffional  gentlemen 
of  the  ifland. 

The  prefent  governor  has  eftablilhed  a manufa£tory  of  filk 
and  woollen  goods  in  the  fuburbs  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  is 
carried  on  by  poor  children,  old  and  infirm  people,  and  by 
abandoned  females,  with  a view  to  reclaiming  them : an 
inftitution  that  will  ever  do  honour  both  to  his  excellency, 
and  to  thofe  who  have  liberally  aided  him  in  fo  laudable  a 
fcheme. 

Like  the  inhabitants  of  moft  catholic  countries,  the 
people  of  this  ifland  are  very  profufe  in  decorating  their 
churches,  and  even  their  dwelling-houfcs,  on  the  feflivals 
held  in  honour  of  their  faints.  This  being  Corpus  Chrijiiy  a 
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day  of  much  folemnity  and  parade,  I went  on  fhore  with  1787. 
Lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Supply  to  fee  the  proccflion  incident  , 
to  the  occahon.  Before  we  landed  we  formed  a refolution 
to  avoid,  as  much  as  lay  in  our  power,  giving  offence  even 
to  the  moft  zealous  devotee.  But  we  found  this  was  not  to 
be  done.  When  we  arrived  at  the  church,  from  w hence  the 
proceffion  commenced,  the  Hoft  was  juft  making  its  appear- 
ance ; a circumftance  that  is  announced  by  ringing  of  bells, 
and  firing  of  guns.  As  it  paffed  by  us  we  fell  on  our  knees, 
as  we  obferved  thofe  around  us  to  do ; but  it  unfortunately 
happening,  that  the  fpot  we  knelt  upon  confifted  of  fand 
intermixed  with  fmall  rough  pebbles,  the  pofture  we  were  in 
foon  became  fo  exceedingly  painful,  that,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a momentary  eafe,  we  only  let  one  knee  remain  on  the 
ground.  This  heretical  a<ft  did  not  efcape  the  obfervation  of 
one  of  the  holy  fathers,  all  of  whom  were  intent  on  the  exatft 
performance  of  every  ceremonious  etiquette.  It  procured  for 
us  a frown  from  him,  and  treatment  that  was  not  of  the  moft 
civil  kind ; fo  that,  in  order  to  pacify  him,  we  again  dropped 
on  both  knees.  He  did  not,  however,  pafs  on,  without  exhi- 
biting ftrong  marks  of  ill-nature  and  refentment  in  his  coun- 
tenance, at  this  trivial  and  unintended  breach  of  refpedful 
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1787.  attention  to  the  religious  rights  of  the  country.  The  pro- 
cefllon,  in  which  the  governor  and  all  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants joined,  having  pafled  through  moft  of  the  ftreets, 
Tcturncd,  with  the  fame  folemnity,  to  the  church  it  had  fet 
out  from  ; which  was  richly  ornamented,  and  iplendidly 
illuminated  with  large  wax  tapers,  upon  the  occahon. 
During  our  ftay  here,  his  excellency  the  governor  entertained 
Captain  Phillip  and  all  the  officers  belonging  to  the  expedi- 
tion with  a very  elegant  dinner. 

Before  we  failed  from  the  Motherbank,  a fporatic  difeafe 
had  appeared  among  the  marines  and  convifts.  On  its  firft 
appearance  it  refemblcd  the  mumps,  or  fwellings  of  the  chaps; 
and  as  that  diftemper  fometimes  terminates  in  a tranllation 
of  the  inflammation  to  the  tefticles,  fo  this  complaint  (after* 
the  fwelling  and  induration  of  the  jaws  had  fubfided,  which 
ufually  happened  on  the  flxth  or  feventh  day)  never  in  one 
inftance  failed  to  fix  on  thofe  parts  ; and  that  in  fo  very 
obftinate  a manner,  as  not  to  give  way  to  the  treatment 
generally  found  cffedual  in  fimilar  inflammations.  One  of 
the  convids,  thus  affeded,  was  feized  with  an  intermitting 
fever : between  the  paroxyfm  I gave  him  an  emetic ; which 
had  fuch  a fudden  and  wonderful  effed  on  this  llrange  com- 
plaint. 
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plaint,  that  I was  induced  to  repeat  it;  and  I found  it  17S7. 
effedual  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  fubfequent  cafes.  As  foon  . 
as  we  got  to  fea,  the  motion  of  the  ihip  adted  on  all  thofe 
who  were  affedled,  to  the  number  of  feventeen,  in  a moll 
furprifing  and  extraordinary  manner.  Indeed  it  was  fo  hid- 
den, that  it  was  like  a placebo.  1 could  never  account,  with; 
any  fatbfadion  to  myfelf,  for  the  origin  of  this  uncommon 
difeafe,  though  much  acquainted  with  thofe  incident  ter 
ieamen ; nor  did  I ever  fee  or  hear  of  any  that  refembled 
it.  The  moll  Heady  and  prudent  of  the  mariners,  even  thofe' 
who  had  their  wives  on  board,  were  equally  affedled  with 
thofe  who  led  more  irregular  lives.  At  firll  I attributed  it 
to  the  verdigreafe  that  might  gather  on  the  copper  utenlils 
wherein  the  provilions  were  cooked  ; but  I am  now  fully 
perfuaded  that  this  was  not  the  fource  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded ; for  at  the  very  time  it  was  moll  prevalent,  and  at- 
tended with  the  greatell  degree  of  inveteracy,  the  coppers 
were  cleaned,  and  made  as  bright  as  they  could  be,  every  day, 
under  my  own  infpedtion.  Another  proof,  and  a very  llrong 
one,  that  it  did  not  proceed  from  the  before-mentioned  caufe 
is,  that  the  provilions  Hill  continued  to  be  dreffed  in  the 
lame  coppers,  when  the  fmallell  trace  of  the  difeafe  was  no 
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longer  to  be  perceived  ; which  was  the  cafe  after  being  four 
or  five  days  at  fea. 

9th,  P.  M.  the  Sirius  made  the  fignal  for  all  officers  to 
repair  on  board  their  refpedtive  ffiips ; an  officer  was  likewife 
fcnt  to  the  governor,  to  inform  him  that  we  intended  to  put 
to  fea  in  the  morning,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  thank  him 
for  the  civilities  and  politenefs  he  had  ffiown  us.  His  excel- 
lency returned,  in  anfwer  to  this  meflage,  that  his  beft  and 
moft  fincere  good  wilhes  ffiould  attend  us  j and  that  he 
Ihould  ever  feel  a very  particular  intereft  in  our  fuccefs;  which 
he  hoped  would  anfwer  the  intention  of  government,  and 
the  expedtations  of  thofe  who  had  fo  cheerfully  entered  as 
s'olunteers  on  fo  novel  and  very  uncertain  a fervice. 

loth.  This  morning  the  fleet  got  under  way  with  a light 
breeze,  which  carried  us  out  of  Santa  Cruz,  but  left  us  two 
days  becalmed  betweenTeneriffe  and  the  Grand  Canary.  After 
this  a fine  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  north-eaft;  and  no  oc- 
currence worthy  of  notice  happened  for  fome  days.  We  croflTed 
the  tropical  line  in  1 8°.  20'.  weft  longitude,  and  was  nearly 
preflTed  on  board  the  Lady  Penrhynn  tranfport,  whofe  people 
did  not  attend  to  her  fteerage,  being  deeply  engaged  in  fluicing 
and  ducking  all  thofe  on  board  who  had  never  croflTed  it, 
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17th.  In  the  morning  faw  -a  Grange  fail  to  the  north- 
ward, and  at  night  the  Sirius  made  the  fignal  for  the  convoy 
to  flmrten  lail.  • < 

1 8th.  Early  this  morning  the  Sirius  threw  out  the  Sup- 
ply’s fignal  to  make  fail,  and  look  out  ahead.  She  imme- 
diately obeyed,  and  at  eight  o’clock  made  the  hgnal  for 
feeing  land;  which  was  repeated  by  the  Sirius  to  the  con- 
voy. At  eleven  we  paffed  the  Ifle  of  Sal,  in  lat.  i6*  38'  N. 
long.  22“  5'  W.,  and  in  the  evening  Bonavifta;  two  of  the 
Cape  dc  Verd  iilands,  a duller  of  illands  fo  called  from  a cape 
of  that  name  htuated  oppolite  to  them  on  the  continent  of 
Africa.  We  palTcd  the  latter  illand  fo  dole,  that  we  faw 
the  breakers  which  endangered  Captain  Cook’s  Ihip  in  his 
laft  voyage.  It  blew  31  the  time  pretty  frelh,  and  was  fo 
hazy,  that  we  could  make  no  other  oblervation,  than 
that  the  land  was  high,  and  the  Ihore  (what  we  could  per- 
ceive of  it  through  the  haze,  for  the  horizon  line  did  not 
exceed  two  miles)  had  a white  appearance,  as  if  fand  or  chalk 
cliffs.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  the  Sirius  made  a fignal  for 
the  convoy  to  obferve  a dole  order  of  failing,  and  to  Ihorten 
fail  for  the  nighty  and  at  twelve,  running  under  an  eafy  fail, 
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1787.  flie  made  the  fignal  for  the  fhips  to  bring  to,  with  their 
heads  to  the  fouth-eaft. 

19th.  At  day  break  we  made  fiil,  the  Supply  being  a- 
head  on  the  look-out.  At  eight  o’clock  flue  made  the  Hg- 
nal  for  feeing  land;  which  proved  to  be  the  ifle  of  Mayo, 
another  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  lying  in  lat..i5’’  10’  N.- 
long.  23°  W.  The  Sirius  now  made  the  lignal  to  prepare  to 
anchor;  which  was  followed  by  one,  that  the  boats  from 
the  viduallers  and  tranfports  may  land,  as  foon  as  the  ihips 
came  to  an  anchor,  without  afleing  permifllon  as  at  Teneriffe. 
We  ran  down  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  clofe  in  with  the 
fiiore,  on  which  we  could  perceive  a high  furf,  or  rather  the 
fea,  breaking  violently  among  the  rocks.  The  haze  ftill  con- 
tinued fo  thick  that  we  could  only  obferve  the  ihore  to  be 
rough,  craggy,  and  bold ; and  that  feveral  parts  ■ of  the 
ifland  feemed  high  and  mountainous.  At  twelve,  through 
the  haze,  faw  the  ifland  of  Saint  Jago,  the  principal  of  the 
Cape  deVerd  iflands,  lying  in  lat.  14°  54'  N.  long.  23®  29' W. 
Half  after  one,  the  Sirius  leading  into  Port  Praya  Bay,  on 
a fudden  brought  to,  as  we  imagined,  to  wait  for  the  ftern- 
moft  fliips,  which,  as  they  all  came  up,  likewifc  brought  to, 
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on  the  outflde  of  the  entrance  into  the  bay.  After  the  pre- 
parations which  had  been  made  for  anchoring,  and  the  dif- 
pofition  fliown  by  the  Sirius  to  run  in,  we  were  not  a little 
furprifed  to  fee  her,  at  two  o’clock,  throw  out  the  fignal  for 
the  convoy  to  keep  nearer  the  commanding  officer  ; then 
make  fail  and  bear  away,  fleering  fouth-weft.  At  fix  in 
the  evening  we  loft  fight  of  the  iiland,  running  with  a 
fmart  top-gallant,  and  fleering  fail,  breeze  at  north-eaft.  A 
fmall  Portugueze  brig  lay  at  anchor  in  Port  Praya,  which 
was  the  only  veflel  of  any  kind  at  that  time  there.  This 
bay  is  rendered  memorable  by  the  action  that  took  place 
there,  on  the  i6th  of  April  1781,  between  Commodore 
Johnftone  and  Monfieur  Suffrein  ; in  giving  an  account  of 
which,  the  French  admiral  (in  a letter  faid  to  be  written  by 
him)  humoroufly  thus  obferves ; “In  leading  into  the  bay, 
“ I was  fome  time  at  a lofs  to  diftinguifh  which  was  the 
“ commodore’s  fhip:  but  on  getting  more  in,  I at  length 
“ faw  his  pendant  blufhing  through  a foreft  of  mails ; the 
“ Romney  being  fecurcly  placed  in  fhore  of  the  merchant 
“ fhips  and  fmallcr  men  of  war.” 

The  entrance  into  this  bay  appeared  to  be  about  a mile, 
between  two  bluff  points,  which  makes  it  fecure  from  every 
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1787.  wind,  except  a foutherly  one;  and  when  that  prcTails,  a. 

J°"*- . very  high  fea  tumbles  into  it.  On  an  eminence,  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  bay,  ftands  a fort,  where  the  Portugueze  colours 
were  difplayed.  Many  people  appeared  on  the  batteries,  look- 
ing at  the  (hips ; which  were  probably  naore  in  number  than 
had  been  feen  there  flnce  the  memorable  i6th  of  April. 
The  appearance  of  the  town  and  the  illand,  from  the  diftant 
view  we  had,  gave  us  no  very  favourable  opinion  of  them. 
The  face  of  the  country  Iccmed  to  be  ftcrile  in  the  extreme. 
The  lifelefs  brown  of  the  Iflc  of  Mayo,  deferibed  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  may  very  well  be  applied  to  this  ifland ; for  as 
far  as  my  eye  or  glafs  could  reach,  not  the  fmalleft  trace  of 
vegetation  or  verdure  was  to  be  perceived,  except  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  fort,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  bay,  where  a few 
trees  of  the  cocoa  nut  or  palm  kind  appeared.  But  not- 
withftanding  the  ftcrilc  piSure  it  exhibits  when  viewed  from 
the  fea,  geographers,  and  thofe  who  have  been  on  fhore, 
deferibe  it  to  be,  in  many  places,  well  cultivated  and  very 
fertile ; producing  fugar  canes,  a little  wine,  fome  cotton, 
Indian  corn,  cocoa  nuts,  and  oranges,  with  all  the  other  tropi- 
cal fruits  in  great  plenty;  and  point  it  out  as  a place  where 
(hips,  bound  on  long  voyages,  may  be  conveniently  fupplied 
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with  water,  and  other  neceffaries;  fuch  as  fowls,  goats,  and 
hogs  ; all  which  are  to  be  purchafed  at  a very  eafy  rate. 

aoth.  This  evening,  ftanding  to  the  fouthward  with  all 
fail  j the  wind  moderate ; the  air  warm  and  damp,  with 
haze;  the  Sirius  made  the  Alexander’s  fignal,who  had  dropped 
confideiably  aftem,  and  reprimanded  the  mailer  for  hoiding 
out  a boat  without  permiflion.  The  two  following  days  the 
weather  was  nvoderately  warm,  with  fome  fialhes  of  light- 
ning. 

23d.  The  weather  became  exceedingly  dark,  warm, 
and  clofe,  with  heavy  rain ; a temperature  of  the  atmofphere 
very  common  on  approaching  the  equator,  and  very  much 
to  be  dreaded,  as  the  health  is  greatly  endangered  thereby. 
Every  attention  was  therefore  paid  to  the  people  on  board, 
the  Charlotte,  and  every  exertion  ufed  to  keep  her  clean  and 
wholefome  between  decks.  My  firft  care  was  to  keep  the 
men,  as  far  as  was  conllftent  with  a regular  difeharge  of 
their  duty,  out  of  the  rain  ; and  I never  fuffered  the  con- 
t1(2$  to  come  upon  deck  when  it  rained,  as  they  had  neither 
linen  nor  clothing  fuf&cient  to  make  themfelves  dry  and 
comfortable  after  getting  wet:  a line  of  condudl  which 
cannot  be  too  ftridly  obferved,  and  enforced,  in  thofe  lati- 
tudes. 
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tudes.  To  this,  and  to  the  frequent  ufe  of  oil  of  tar,  which 
was  ufed  three  times  a week,  and  oftener  if  found  neceflary,  I 
attribute,  in  a great  degree,  the  uncommon  good  health  we 
enjoyed.  I mofl;  lincerely  wifti  oil  of  tar  was  in  more  gene- 
ral ufe  throughout  his  Majefty’s  navy  than  it  is.  If  it  were, 
I am  certain  that  the  advantage  accruing  from  it  to  the  health 
of  feamen,  that  truly  ufeful  and  valuable  clafs  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  for  whofe  prefervation  too  much  cannot  be  done, 
would  foon  manifeft  itfelf.  This  efficacious  remedy  won- 
derfully refills  putrefadtion,  defiroys  vermin  and  infedls 
of  every  kind ; wherever  it  is  applied  overcomes  all  dif- 
agreeable  fmells ; and  is  in  itfelf  both  agreeable  and  whole- 
fonie. 

In  the  evening  it  became  calm,  with  diftant  peals  of  thunder, 
and  the  moft  vivid  flalhes  of  lightning  I ever  remember.  The 
weather  was  now  fo  immoderately  hot,  that  the  female  con- 
vidts,  perfedlly  overcome  with  it,  frequently  fainted  away; 
and  thefe  faintings  generally  terminated  in  fits.  And  yet, 
notwithftanding  the  enervating  cffedls  of  the  atmofpheric 
heat,  and  the  inconveniences  they  fuffered  from  it ; fo  pre- 
dominant was  the  warmth  of  their  conftitutions,  or  the  de- 
pravity of  their  hearts,  that  the  hatches  over  the  place 
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where  they  were  confined  could  not  be  fuffered  to  lay  off,  1787, 
during  the  night,  without  a promifeuous  intcrcourfe  imme-  , 
diately  taking  place  between  them  and  the  fcamen  and  ma- 
rines. What  little  wind  there  was,  which  was  only  at 
intervals,  continuing  adverfe,  and  the  health  of  thefe  wretches 
being  ftill  endangered  by  the  heat.  Captain  Phillip,  though 
anxious  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  this  intcrcourfe,  gave 
an  order,  on  my  reprefenting  the  neceffity  of  it,  that  a 
grating  fhould  be  cut,  fo  as  to  admit  a fmall  wind  fail  being 
let  down  among  them.  In  fome  of  the  other  fliips,  the 
defire  of  the  women  to  be  with  the  men  was  fo  uncontrol- 
lable, that  neither  fhame  (but  indeed  of  this  they  had  long 
loft  fight),  nor  the  fear  of  punilhment,  could  deter  them 
from  making  their  way  through  the  bulk  heads  to  the  apart- 
ments affigned  the  feamen. 

25th.  Still  inclinable  to  calms,  in  lat.  8“  30’  N.  long. 

22°  36'  W.  we  perceived  a ftrong  current  fetting  to  the 
north-weft ; fo  that  on  the  following  day,  though  by  our 
log  we  had  run  thirty  miles  fouth  by  eaft,  yet  by  obferva- 
tion  we  found  ourfclves  in  lat.  8“  45';  which  {hows  the 
current  againft  us  to  be  nearly  a knot  an  hour.  I vifited 
the  different  tranfports,  and  found  the  troops  and  convids, 
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from  the  very  great  attention  paid  to  cleanlinefs,  and  airing 
the  fliips,  in  much  better  health  than  could  be  expeded  in 
fuch  low  latitudes  and  unfavourable  weather. 

27th.  Still  calm,  with  loud  thunder,  and  inceflant  heavy 
rain. 

28th.  A gentle  breeze  fprung  up  to  the  weftward,  and 
the  next  day,  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  we  faw  a ftrange 
fail  ftanding  to  the  Ibuth-wcft.  At  twelve  (he  tacked,  ftood 
towards  us,  and  hoided  Portugueze  colours.  The  Sirius 
fpoke  her;  after  which  we  all  made  fail  again,  deering 
fouth-ead  by  ead. 

July  2d.  The  wind  continuing  foutherly,  in  latitude 
6®  36  N.  and  being  dill  fo  far  to  the  eadward  as  20®  23'W. 
longitude,  the  Sirius  made  the  dgnal  for  the  convoy  to  tack ; 
and  dood  to  the  wedward.  This  day  we  faw  fome  re- 
markable flights  of  flying  fifli ; they  were  fo  very  numerous 
as  to  refcmble  flights  of  fmall  birds.  The  poor  creatures 
were  fo  clofely  purfued,  on  all  fides,  by  their  common  ene- 
my, bonitoes,  albacores,  and  Ikip-jacks,  that  their  wings 
availed  them  little.  The  fucceeding  night  was  a continua- 
tion of  heavy  rain.  Every  evening,  while  we  continued  be- 
tween nine  and  fix  degrees  of  north  latitude,  we  were  baflled 
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vith  calms,  and  adverle  winds.  For  leven  days  together  I 1 787. 
obferved  that  each  day  generally  clofed  with  heavy  rains,  . 
and  fome  fqualls  of  wind,  which  were  always  remarked  to  be 
from  the  northward. 

5th.  The  wind  fouth-weft  by  fouth,  the  fleet  tacked  by 
lignal  and  flood  to  the  eaflward.  In  the  evening,  a more 
numerous  fhoal  of  porpoifes  than  ever  remembered  to  be 
feen  by  the  oldefl  feaman  on  board,  prefented  themfelves  to 
cur  view.  They  were,  as  we  conjeftured,  in  purfuit  of  fome 
wounded  fifli ; and  fo  very  intent  were  they  on  the  objeft  of 
their  chace,  that  they  pafled  through  the  fleet,  and  clofe  to 
fome  of  the  fhips,  without  fliowing  any  difpofltion  to  avoid 
them.  The  failors  and  mariners  compared  them  to  a nu- 
merous pack  of  hounds,  flouring  through  watery  ground  j, 
and  indeed,  when  the  rays  of  the  fun  beamed  upon  them» 

I know  not  what  they  refembled  more.  The  weather  being 
moderate,  I went  round  the  (hips,  and  was  really  furprifld, 
confidcring  the  damp  and  unfavourable  weather  we  had  had, 
to  find  the  people  look  fo  well,  and  to  be  in  fo  good  a flate 
of  health. 

6th.  In  lat.  5®  38'  N.  long.  21°  39’  W.  the  wind  S.  S.  W. 
we  tacked  by  fignal,  and  in  the  courfl  of  the  day  fpoke 
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>787.  a floop  bound  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  belonging  to  the 

■ houfe  of  Mether  in  London  ; had  been  out  four  months,  and 
was  then  ftanding  to  the  weftward. 

The  wind  continuing  adverfe,  and  the  fleet  making  little 
progrefs  in  their  voyage.  Captain  Phillip  put  the  oflicers,  fea- 
men,  marines,  and  convids  to  an  allowance  of  three  pints  of 
water  per  day  (not  including  a quart  allowed  each  man  a 
day  for  boiling  peafe  and  oatmeal) ; a quantity  fcarcely 
fuffleient  to  fupply  that  wafte  of  animal  fpirits  the  body  muft 
neccITarily  undergo,  in  the  torrid  zone,  from  a conftant  and 
violent  perfpiration,  and  a diet  conflfting  of  fait  proviflons, 
Neccfllty,  however,  has  no  law  in  this  inftance  as  well  as 
in  every  other ; and  I am  fully  perfuaded  the  commander 
aded  upon  this  occaflon  from  the  beft  of  motives,  and  for 
the  good  of  the  whole.  Were  it  by  any  means  poflible, 
people  fubjed  to  long  voyages  fliould  never  be  put  to  a fliort 
allowance  of  water  ; for  I am  fatisfied  that  a liberal  ufe  of  it 
(when  freed  from  the  foul  air,  and  made  fweet  by  a ma- 
chine now  in  ufe  on  board  his  Majefty’s  navy)  will 
tend  to  prevent  a fcorbutic  habit,  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  any  thing  we  are  acquainted  with.  My  own  ex- 
perience in  the  navy  has  convinced  me,  that  when  fcor- 
butic 
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butic  patients  are  reftraincd  in  the  ufe  of  water  (which  ’7®7- 
I believe  is  never  the  cafe  but  through  abfolute  ne- 
cefllty),  and  they  have  nothing  to  live  on  but  the  ftiip’s 
provilion,  the  furgeon’s  ncceffaries  being  ill-chofen  and  very 
inadequate  to  the  wife  and  falutary  purpofes  for  which  go- 
vernment intended  them,  all  the  antifeptics  and  antifcorbu- 
tics  we  know  of  will  avail  very  little  in  a difeafe  fo  much  to  be 
guarded  againft,  and  dreaded,  by  feamcn.  In  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  ihips,  I was  liberally  fupplied  with  that  powerful  anti- 
fcorbutic,  eflence  of  malt;  we  had  alfo  four  krout;  and  be- 
Ildes  thefe,  every  remedy  that  could  be  comprifed  in  the 
fmall  compafs  of  a medicine  cheft ; yet,  when  necelllty 
forced  us  to  a fliort  allnwanrenf  water,  although,  aware  of  the 
confequence,  I freely  adminiftered  the  eflence,  &c.  as  a pre- 
fervative,  the  feurvy  made  its  appearance  with  fuch  hafty  and 
rapid  ftrides,  that  all  attempts  to  check  it  proved  fruitlefs, 
until  good  fortune  threw  a ihip  in  our  way,  who  fpared  us  a 
fufheient  quantity  of  water  to  ferve  the  lick  with  as  much  as 
they  could  ufe,  and  to  increafe  the  Ihip’s  allowance  to  the 
feamen.  This  fortunate  and  very  fcafonable  fupply,  added 
to  the  free  ufe  of  the  eflence  of  malt,  &c.  which  I had  before 
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ftriftly  adhered  to,  made  in  a few  days  fo  fudden  a change 
for  the  better  in  the  poor  fellows,  who  had  been  covered 
with  ulcers  and  livid  blotches,  that  every  perfon  on  board 
was  furprifed  at  it : and,  in  a fortnight  after,  when  we  got 
into  port,  there  was  not  a man  in  the  fiiip,  though,  at  the 
time  we  received  the  water,  the  gums  of  fome  of  them  were 
formed  into  fuch  a fungus  as  nearly  to  envelope  the  teeth, 
but  what  had  every  appearance  of  health. 

7th.  Dark,  cloudy,  unpleafant,  fultry  weather  ; the  win4 
fouth  by  eaft.  We  faw  many  fiflj,  and  caught  two  bonitoes. 
The  boatfwain  flruck,  with  a pair  of  grains,  out  of  the  cabin 
window,  a moft  beautiful  fiih,  about  ten  pounds  weight. 
In  fbape  it  a good  deal  refembled  a tolmon,  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  its  tail  was  more  forked.  It  was  in  colour  of  a 
lovely  yellow ; and  when  firft  taken  out  of  the  water,  it  had 
two  beautiful  ftripes  of  green  on  each  fide,  which,  fome  minutes 
after,  changed  to  a delightful  blue,  and  fo  continued.  In  the 
internal  formation  of  this  fiih  I obferved  nothing  particular, 
except  that  its  heart  was  larger,  and  its  refpirations  con- 
traded  and  dilated  longer,  than  I had  ever  feen  before  in  any 
aquatic  animal,  a tortoLfe  not  excepted.  As  we  were  at  a lofs 
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what  appellation  to  give  it,  having  never  met  with  a fifh  of 
this  fpecics,  and  it  being  a non-defcript,  the  failors  gave  it 
the  name  of  the  Yellow  Tail, 

8th.  The  wind  ftill  S.  by  E.  in  lat.  4”  36'  N.  long.  23°  W. 
we  faw  a large  veffel  Handing  to  the  northward  under  a 
prefs  of  fail.  Her  colours,  though  at  a conllderable  diftance, 
were  judged  to  be  Imperial.  Again  faw  fifli  of  various  kinds 
in  chafe  of  the  flying  fifti,  whofe  enemies  feem  to  be  innu- 
merable. In  order  to  avoid  being  devoured  by  their  purfuers, 
they  frequently  fought  for  fhelter  in  the  fliips ; but  much 
oftener  flew  with  fuch  force  againft  their  fides  as  to  drop 
lifelefs  into  the  water.  We  caught  three  fine  bonitoes,  and 
thereby  rid  the  poor  flying  fifli,  whofe  wings  Teemed  to  excite 
the  enmity  of  all  the  larger  finny  race,  of  three  formidable 
enemies. 

9th  and  loth.  Caught  a great  number  of  filh,  as  did 
the  Alexander,  who  was  near  ue.  At  night,  in  the  wake  of 
the  fhip  the  fea  appeared  quite  luminous  j a phxnomenon 
■we  attributed  to  the  fpawn  of  the  filh  which  furroundcd  us 
on  all  fides. 

14th.  About  five  in  the  evening  we  crolTed  the  equator,, 
without  any  wilh  or  inclination  being  Ihewn  by  the  feamen 
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1787.  to  obferve  the  ceremony  ufually  pradtifed  in  pafling  under  it. 
The  longitude  was  26“  37' W.  the  wind  at  eaft,  the  weather 
moderate  and  clear.  In  lat.  1°  24.’  S.  long.  26"  22’  W, 
the  boatfwain  caught  fixteen  fine  bonitoes,  which  proved  a 
very  feafonable  and  acceptable  fupply.  At  night  the  fea,  all 
around  the  fhip,  exhibited  a moft  delightful  fight.  This 
appearance  was  occafioned  by  the  gambols  of  an  incredible 
number  of  various  kinds  of  fifli,  who  fported  about  us,  and 
whofe  fudden  turnings  caufed  an  emanation,  which  refem- 
blcd  flafhes  of  lightning  darting  in  quick  fucceflion.  What 
I before  fpoke  of  as  the  fpawn,  I am  now  fully  convinced 
were  rather  the  fifli  themfelves,  turning  up  their  white 
bellies  at  fomc  little  diftance  below  the  furface  of  the 


water,  and  thefe  fudden  evolutions  were  what  gave  the  fea 
the  luminous  appearance  obferved  on  it  before.  I can  the 
more  readily  affirm  this  to  be  the  caufe,  as,  one  evening, 
when  we  had  immenfe  quantities  about  us,  I carefully  at- 
tended to  them  till  it  became  dark,  and  was  fully  fatisfied, 
from  the  obfervations  I was  then  able  to  make,  that  it  was 
the  fifli,  and  not  the  fpawn,  which  occafioned  the  appear- 
ance ; for  there  was  not  an  officer  or  perfon  on  board  but 
what  was  able  very  plainly  to  perceive  their  froliefome  turn- 
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ings  and  windings.  Indeed,  fome  of  them  came  fo  near  the  1787. 

furface,  that  we  frequently  attempted  to  ftrike  them  with  . 

a pair  of  grains. 

1 8 th.  Being  informed  that  feveral  of  the  mariners  and 
convi<5s  on  board  the  Alexander  were  fuddenly  taken  ill,  I 
immediately  vifited  that  fhip,  and  found  that  the  illnefs 
complained  of  was  whtdly  oceafioned  by  the  bilge  water, 
which  had  by  fome  means  or  other  rifen  to  fo  great  a height, 
that  the  pannels  of  the  cabin,  and  the  buttons  on  the  clothes 
of  the  officers,  were  turned  nearly  black,  by  the  noxious 
effluvia.  When  the  hatches  were  taken  off,  the  flench  was 
fo  powerful,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poffiblc  to  ftand  over  them. 

How  it  could  have  got  to  this  height  is  very  ftrange ; for 
I well  know,  that  Captain  Phillip  gave  ftria  orders  (which 
orders  I myfelf  delivered)  to  the  matters  of  the  tranfports  to 
pump  the  ffiips  out  daily,  in  order  to  keep  them  fweet  and 
wholelome  ^ and  it  was  added,  that  if  the  fhips  did  not 
make  water  enough  for  that  purpofe,  they  were  to  emplojr 
the  convids  in  throwing  w'ater  into  the  well,  and  pumping 
it  out  again,  until  it  became  clear  and  untinged.  The 
people’s  health,  however,  being  endangered  by  the  circum- 
ftance,  I found  a reprefentation  upon  the  fubjed  to  Captain? 
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Phillip  needful ; and  accordingly  went  on  board  the  Siriufr 
for  that  purpofe.  Captain  Phillip,  who  upon  every  occadoa 
fhowed  great  humanity  and  attention  to  the  people,  with.- 
the  raoft  obliging  readinefs  fent  Mr.  King,  one  of  his  lieu- 
tenants, on  board  the  Alexander  with  me,  in  order  to  exa- 
mine into  the  ftate  of  the  fliip  ; charging  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  the  moft  pofitive  and  pointed  inftruftions  to  the 
mafter  of  the  fhip  inftantly  to  fet  about  fweetening  and 
purifying  her.  This  commiflion  Mr.  King  executed  with 
great  propriety  and  expedition ; and  by  the  dire£tions  he 
gave,  fuch  effedlual  means  were  made  ufe  of,  that  the  evil 
was  foon  correded  : and  not  long  after  all  the  people,  who, 
fuffering  from  the  effeds  of  it,  were  under  Mr.  Balmain, 
my  afliftant’s,  care,  got  quite  rid  of  the  complaint.  I now 
returned  to  the  Sirius,  and  folicited  an  increafe  of  water  ; 
which  Captain  Phillip  with  equal  readinefs  complied  with  ; 
and  as  we  had  by  this  time  got  into  a regular  fouth-eaft 
trade  wind,  our  allowance  ferved  tolerably  well ; every  man 
having  three  quarts  a day. 

2 2d.  The  weather  moderate  and  cloudy,  in  lat  9“  6'  S. 
long.  26°  4'  W.  we  faw  a noddy  and  two  pintado  birds. 
At  night,  the  commanding  officer  of  marines  having  re- 
ceived 
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Ceivcd  information  that  three  men  had  made  their  way, 
throijgh  the  hole  cut  for  the  admiflion  of  the  windfall,  into 
the  apartment  of  the  female  convifls,  againft  an  exprels 
order  iffued  for  that  purpofc,  he  apprehended  them,  and  put 
them  in  confinement  for  trial. 

23d.  The  weather  being  dark  and  cloudy,  with  heavy 
tain  and  ftrong  breCzeS,  the  Sirius  carried  away  her  main- 
topfail-yard,  in  the  flings;  which,  however,  in  a little  time 
file  got  replaced.  In  the  evening  we  faw  fome  grampufes 
porting  about. 

26th.  In  latitude  15*  18'  fouth,  the  Sifius  made  the 
fignal  for  the  longitude  by  lunar  obfervation,  which  was 
found  to  be  29“  34.'  W.  Strong  breezes  and  cloudy  weather. 
The  Borrowdale  viftualler  carried  away  her  foretop-gallant- 
mail.  This  evening  we  obferved  fome  flying  fifli,  very 
different  from  thofe  we  had  before  feen.  They  had  wings 
on  both  the  head  and  tail,  and  when  in  the  aft  of  flying,  were 
faid  by  our  people  to  refemble  a double-headed  Ihot.  About 
fix  o’clock  the  Alexander  brought  to,  and  hoifted  out  a 
boat  in  order  to  pick  up  a man  who  had  fallen  over  board 
from  the  fpanker  boorti ; but,  as  he  funk  before  the  boat 
could  reach  him,  the  attempt  proved  ineffeftual, 

G 27  th. 
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27th.  The  Sirius  made  the  fignal  to  clofe,  and  keep 
nearer  the  commanding  officer.  The  weather  rainy  and 
unfettled,  with  ftrong  breezes,  and  a heavy  fwell  from  the 
eaftward. 

28th.  Freffi  breezes  and  cloudy  weather.  At  ten  in  the 
morning  the  Sirius  made  the  Supply’s  fignal  to  come  within 
hail,  and  dcfired  the  commanding  officer  to  acquaint  the 
different  tranfports,  that  in  the  track  we  then  were,  lat.  18® 
9'  S.  long.  28°  2'  W.  there  were  fome  funken  rocks,  for 
which  we  were  diredted  to  keep  a good  look-out.  This  fig- 
nal was  followed  by  one,  for  the  ffiips  to  take  their  proper 
ftations  in  the  order  of  failing;  and  for  the  Lady  Penrhyn, 
who  was  confiderably  to  windward,  and  aftern  withal,  to 
come  into  the  wake  of  the  Sirius.  After  thefe  orders  were 
complied  with,  we  bore  away,  fleering  S.  by  W.  the  wind 
E.  S.  E. 

30th.  The  Supply  hailed  us,  and  acquainted  me,  that  a 
female  convift,  .on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales,  had  met  with 
an  accident  which  endangered  her  life.  It  being  then  nearly 
dark,  and  the  ffiips  making  quick  way  through  the  water, 
it  was  judged  imprudent  to  hoifl  a boat  out.  Lieutenant 
Ball,  of  the  Supply,  therefore  promifed  to  fend  a boat  early 
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in  the  morning,  in  order  that  I might  go  and  fee  her  : but  1787. 
it  was  then  too  late,  as  Ihe  died  in  the  night.  Her  death 
was  occafioned  by  a boat,  which  rolled  from  the  booms, 
and  jammed  her  in  a moft  Ihocking  manner  againft  the  fide 
of  the  (hip, 

Auguft  ift.  In  latitude  22®  39’ S.  Captain  Phillip  for 
the  flrft  time  difplayed  his  broad  pendant ; and  in  the  even- 
ing made  the  fignal  for  the  longitude ; which,  being  confi- 
derably  aftern,  we  could  not  difeern. 

2d.  Early  in  the  morning  pafled  and  fpoke  a Portu- 
gueze  brig  fleering  the  fame  courfe  with  us,  which  was  to 
the  coafl  of  Brazil.  She  failed  fo  very  dull,  that  we  pafled 
her  as  if  flie  lay  at  anchor,  although  we  had  not  a fall 
failing  ftiip  in  the  fleet.  At  eight  in  the  morning  faw  a 
ganct,  which  are  feldom  feen  nut  of  foundings.  Being  now 
in  expe£tation  of  foon  feeing  land,  the  commodore  made  the 
Supply’s  flgnal  to  look  out  ahead  ; and  the  Alexander’s  and 
Prince  of  Wales’s  to  take  their  flation  in  the  order  of  fail- 
ing, being  too  far  ahead.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  the 
Supply  made  the  fignal  for  feeing  land,  which  was  repeated 
by  the  commodore  to  the  convoy.  At  nine  at  night,  being 
well  in  with  Cape  Frio,  we  fliortencd  fail,  running  at  an 
' G 2 cafy 


Digitized  by  Google 


44- 


WHIT  E’s  JOURNAL  OF  A 


1787.  cafy  rate  until  morning;  when  the  wind  was  little  and 
variable. 

3d.  This  evening,  finding  it  impolfible  to  get  hold  of 
anchorage,  the  commodore  difpatched  Lieutenant  King  in 
the  Supply,  which  failed  well  in  light  winds,  to  the  viceroy, 
with  information  that  he  was,  with  his  convoy,  arrived  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  He  then  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fiiips  to  bring  to,  with  their  heads  to  the  fouthward,  about 
fix  miles  from  the  fliore,  Rio  de  Janeiro  Sugar  Loaf  bearing 
weft  half  north,  diftant  about  fix  leagues.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  day  we  faw  many  whales  playing  about. 

4th.  This  morning,  ftanding  in  for  the  harbour,  the 
wind  headed  us  ; which  obliged  us  to  tack,  and  ftand  out 
to  fea  a little,  in  order  to  prevent  our  falling  to  leeward  of 
the  port,  which  it  would  have  been  no  ealy  matter  to  have 
regained. 

5th.  Still  calm.  This  morning  a boat  came  alongfide,  in 
which  were  three  Portugueze  and  fix  flaves ; from  whom  we 
purchafed  fome  oranges,  plantains,  and  bread.  In  trafficking 
with  thefe  people,  we  difeovered,  that  one  Thomas  Barret, 
a convift,  had,  with  great  ingenuity  and  addrefs,  pafll-d 
fome  quarter  dollars  which  he,  affifted  by  two  others,  had 
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coined  out  of  old  buckles,  buttons  belonging  to  the  marines,  1787. 
and  pewter  fpooos,  during  their  pailage  from  Teneriffc. 

The  imprelCon,  milling,  charader,  in  a word,  the  whole 
was  b inimitably  executed,  that  had  their  metal  been  a little 
better,  the  fraxjd,  I am  convinoed,  would  have  palTcd  unde- 
te^ed.  A ftrift  and  careful  learch  was  made  for  the  appa- 
ratus wherewith  this  was  done,  but  in  vain  ; not  the  fmalleft 
trace  or  veftige  of  any  thing  of  the  kind  was  to  be  found 
among  them.  How  they  managed  this  bufinefs  without 
difeovery,  or  how  they  could  effedt  it  at  all,  is  a matter  of 
inexpreflible  furprife  to  me ; as  they  never  were  fuffered  to 
come  near  a fire ; and  a centinel  was  conftantly  placed  over 
their  hatchway,  which,  one  would  imagine,  rendered  it  impof- 
fible  for  either  fire  or  fufed  metal  to  be  conveyed  into  their 
apartments.  Befides,  hardly  ten  minutes  ever  elapfed,. 
without  an  ofiicer  of  fome  degree  or  other  going  down  among 
them.  The  adroitnefs,  therefore,  with  which  they  mull 
iavc  managed,  in  order  to  complete  a bufinefs  that  required 
fo  complicated  a procefs,  gave  me  a high  opinion  of  their 
ingenuity,  cunning,  caution,  and  addrefs ; and  I could  not 
lielp  wilhing  that  thefe  qualities  had  been  employed  to  more 
laudable  purpofes.  The  officers  of  marines,  the  mailer  of 
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1787.  the  fhip,  and  myfelf,  fully  explained  to  the  injured  Portu- 
gueze,  what  villians  they  were  who  had  impofed  upon 
them.  We  were  not  without  apprehenfions  that  they  might 
entertain  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  Englifhmen  in  ge- 
neral from  the  conduft  of  thefe  rafcals  ; we  therefore 
thought  it  neceflary  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  perpetrators 
of  the  fraud  were'  felons  doomed  to  tranfportation  by  the 
laws  of  their  country,  for  having  committed  fimilar  offences 
there. 

About  one  o’clock  a gentle  breeze  from  the  eaft  carried 
us  within  about  a mile  of  the  bar ; where,  at  nine  o’clock, 
we  anchored  in  fixtecn  fathom  water.  The  calms  had 
baffled  the  Supply  fo  much,  that  Ihe  had  only  dropped  her 
anchor  a little  while  before  us. 

6th.  Early  this  morning,  it  being  quite  calm,  the  com- 
modore difpatched  an  officer  to  the  viceroy,  who  met  with 
a courteous  reception,  and  about  eleven  o’clock  returned 
with  the  boat  nearly  full  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  fent  as 
prefents  to  the  commodore  from  fome  of  his  old  friends  and 
acquaintance.  Some  years  ago  Captain  Phillip  was  on  this 
coaft,  commander  of  a Portugueze  man  of  war.  During 
that  time  he  performed  feveral  gallant  adls,  which,  aided  by 
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his  other  amiable  qualities,  rendered  him  extremely  popular  1787. 
here,  and  recommended  him  to  the  notice  of  the  court  of 
Lilbon.  Shortly  after,  his  own  country  having  a claim  to 
his  ferviccs,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a war,  he  declined  a 
command  offered  him  by  the  Portugueze,  and  returned  to 
the  Englifh  navy  ; where  he  ferved  fomc  time  as  lieutenant 
(a  rank  he  had  held  before  he  had  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
Portugal)  on  board  the  Alexander,  under  the  command  of 
that  brave  and  exemplary  charader.  Lord  Longford. 

About  two  o’clock  we  got  under  way,  with  a gentle  fea- 
breeze,  which  ran  us  into  the  harbour.  In  palling  Santa 
Cruz  fort,  the  commodore  faluted  it  with  thirteen  guns, 
which  was  returned  with  an  equal  number.  This  day  a 
Portugueze  Ihip  failed  for  Lilbon,  which  gave  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  Ihort  letters  to  our  friends  in  England. 

8th.  In  the  forenoon,  the  commodore,  attended  by  moll 
of  the  officers  on  the  expedition,  paid  the  viceroy  a vdlit  of 
ceremony.  On  our  landing,  we  were  received  by  an  officer 
a.nd  a friar,  who  condudled  us  to  the  palace.  As  we  paffed 
tlie  guard  on  duty  there,  the  colours  were  laid  at  the  feet 
of  the  commodore  ; than  which  nothing  could  have  been  a 
Ixigher  token  of  refpedt.  We  then  proceeded  up  Hairs  into 
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^ “1^7-  a large  anti-chamber,  crowded  with  officers,  ibldiers,  and  do- 
Angufl.  jncftics.  Here  we  were  received  by  fcvcral  officers  belonging 
to  the  houfchold,  and  the  furgeon- general  to  the  army,  who 
fpokc  good  Englifli,  having  acquired  his  pro£effional  know- 
ledge in  London.  A few  minutes  after  our  arrival,  a curtain, 
which  hung  over  the  door  of  the  prefence-chamber,  was 
drawn  afide  ; and  on  our  entrance  we  were  individually  in- 
troduced to  the  viceroy  by  the  commodore.  The  ceremony 
being  ended,  and  a fliort  converfation  having  takea  place, 
we  were  uffiered  into  another  fpacious  room,  where  we  all 
fat  down.  I could  not  help  remarking  that  the  viceroy 
placed  himfelf  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  have  his  back  turned 
on  moft  of  the  officers.  I was  told  afterwards  that  he  apo- 
logized for  this  ; but  I did  not  hear  him,  though  very  near* 
Neither  the  room  we  were  now  in,  nor  that  into  which  wc 
were  firft  introduced,  exhibited  any  marks  of  magnificence 
or  elegance.  I acknowledge,  that  for  my  own  part  I was 
exceedingly  difappointed.  From  the  parade  without,  fuch. 
as  the  number  of  guards,  &c.  I was  led  to  fuppofe  that  vve 
ffiould  find  every  thing  within  the  palace  proportionably 
magnificent  and  princely.  But  this  was  by  no  means  the 
cafe.  The  only  furniture  I faw  in  the  room  we  were  in, 
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except  chairs,  were  fix  card  tables,  and  portraits  of  two  of  1787. 
the  fovereigns  of  Portugal  ; one  of  which  was  that  of  King 
Sebaftian  the  Firft,  the  other  of  her  prefent  majefty ; the 
former  placed  in  the  centre,  the  latter  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  room.  The  viceroy  appeared  to  be  of  a middle  age, 
fomewhere  between  forty  and  fifty,  flout  and  corpulent, 
with  a flrong  cafl  or  defedt  in  both  his  eyes.  He  feemed  to  be 
a perfon  of  few  words,  but  at  the  fame  time  civil  and  attentive. 

I could  not,  however,  help  obferving  the  very  great  differ- 
ence there  was  between  his  excellency’s  manner  and  addrefs, 
arid  that  of  the  elegant  and  accomplilhed  Marquis  de  Bran- 
<ifort. 

9th.  The  contradl  being  fettled,  the  commiffary  fup- 
plied  the  troops  and  convidts  with  rice  (in  lieu  of  bread), 
with  frefli  beef,  vegetables,  and  oranges ; which  foon  re- 
moved every  fymptom  of  the  feurvy  prevalent  among  them. 

nth.  The  commodore  ordered  fix  female  convidts,  who 
had  behaved  well,  to  be  removed  from  the  Friendfliip  into 
the  Charlotte ; and  at  the  fame  time  an  equal  number,  whofc 
condudl  was  more  exceptionable,  to  be  returned  to  the 
Friendfliip  in  their  flead.  The  commodore’s  view  was  (a 
matter  not  cafily  accomplilhed)  to  feparate  thofe  whofc  de- 
i H cent 
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1787.  cent  behaviour  entitled  them  to  fome  fav'our  from  thole 
who  were  totally  abandoned  and  obdurate. 

13th.  Cornelius  Connell,  a private  in  the  marines,  was, 
according  to  the  fentence  of  a court  martial,  puniflied  with 
a hundred  lalhcs,  for  having  an  improper  intercourfe  with 
fome  of  the  female  convifis,  contrary  to  orders.  Thomas 
Jones  was  alfo  fentcnced  to  receive  three  hundred  lafhes,  for 
attempting  to  make  a centinel  betray  his  trull,  in  fulFerlng 
him  to  go  among  the  women  ; but  in  confideration  of  the 
good  charadler  he  bore  previous  to  this  circumftance,  the 
court  recommended  him  to  the  clemency  of  the  commanding 
officer;  and,  in  confequcnce  thereof,  he  was  forgiven.' 
John  J ones  and  James  Reiley,  privates,  accufed  of  llmilar 
offences  to  that  of  Connell’s,  were  acquitted  for  want  of 
m'idence,  there  being  no  witneffes  to  fupport  the  charge 
except  convi<£ls,  whofe  tellimony  could  not  be  admitted. 

J5th.  This  being  a day  of  great  parade  and  gaiety  with 
the  Portiigueze,  the  inhabitants  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  arrayed 
in  their  bell  and  richeft  attire,  as  their  cuftom  Is  on  regale 
days,  began  to  fliow  themfelves,  during  the  forenoon,  be- 
tween the  eity  and  tlic  church  of  St.  Gloria,  which  is  about 
a mile  dffiant,  and  htuated  on  a riling  ground  near  the  fea. 

Perfons 


Digitized  by  Google 


Voyage  to  new  south  wales. 


Pcrfons  of  all  ranks,  as  well  in  carriages  as  equeftrians  and  *787. 
pcdeftrians,  joined  in  the  crowd  ; but  what  was  the  purpofc 
of  this  cavalcade,  or  to  what  circumftances  it  owed  its 
origin,  I am  ftill  at  a lofs  to  know.  Gloria  church,  which 
is  rather  neat  than  rich,  was  decorated  with  various  flowers 
(in  the  difpofal  of  which  fome  tafte  was  difplayed),  and  moll 
brilliantly  illuminated,  I obferved  that  the  multitude  ge- 
nerally flopped  here,  in  fuccefllon,  and  employed  themfclves 
in  fome  religious  ceremonies,  fuch  as  praying  and  finging 
hymns,  before  they  returned  to  the  city.  This  kind  of 
parade  was  continued  the  whole  day ; the  better  fort  of  peo- 
ple, however,  made  their  appearance  only  in  the  afternoon. 
Returning  with  the  reft  of  the  crowd,  after  it  was  dark,  to 
the  town,  I perceived  a fmall  church,  in  one  of  the  bye 
ftreets,  richly  ornamented  and  elegantly  illuminated.  As  I 
faw  men,  women,  and  children,  ftruggling  for  entrance, 

1 joined  in  the  throng  out  of  mere  curiofity,  and  with  no 
little  difficulty  made  my  way  in  ; but  all  the  fatisfadlion  I 
reaped  from  being  thus  fqueezed  and  jollied  was,  feeing 
fuch  as  could  gain  admiflion  fall  on  their  knees,  and  praying 
■with  more  fervor,  to  appearance,  than  real  devotion.  On 
cne  fide  of  the  church  flood  a lhabby  ill-looking  fellow, 
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1787-  felling  to  the  multitude  confecratcd  beads  ; as  did  another, 
Auguft.  outhde  of  the  door.  I own  I could  not  help  re- 

fembling  them  to  mountebanks  vending  and  diftributing 
their  noftrums.  There  were  many  more  of  thefe  religious 
hawkers  in  the  ftreets ; from  fome  of  whom,  as  I law  it  was 
the  cullom,  I purchafed  a few  of  their  beads.  At  a little 
diftance  from  the  door  of  the  church  w'as  eredled  a Hage,  on 
which  was  placed  a band  of  vocal  and  inftrumental  per- 
formers, who  exerted  themfelves  with  might  and  main  to 
plcafc  the  furrounding  audience.  I cannot,  however,  fay 
that  they  fucceeded  in  pleahng  me.  About  ten  o’clock  a 
difplay  of  fireworks  and  rockets,  of  which  the  Portugueze 
feem  to  be  very  fond,  concluded  the  entertainments  of  the 
day.  Some  intrigues,  I have  reafon  to  believe,  followed- 
I was  led  to  this  conclufion  from  feeing  many  well-drelTed 
women  in  the  crowd  quite  unattended ; and  this  was  the 
only  time,  during  my  flay  in  the  country,  that  I ever  faw 
any  circumftances  which  could  warrant  my  forming  fuch  an 
opinion.  I know  it  has  been  aflerted  by  fome  writers,  that 
the  women  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  are  not  uncenfurable  in  this 
point.  They  have  affirmed,  that  as  foon  as  it  became  dark, 
the  generality  of  them  expofed  themfelves  at  their  doors 
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and  windows,  diftinguifliing,  by  prefents  of  nofegays  and  17S7. 
flowers,  thofe  on  whom  they  had  no  objedlion  to  beftow 
their  favours  j a diftindiou  in  which  ftrangers  fhared  as  well 
as  their  acquaintance.  That  this  might  have  been  the  cafe 
I will  not  take  upon  me  to  deny  ; and,  imprefled  with  the 
idea,  on  my  firft  arrival,  I confidered  every  woman  as  a 
proper  objedl  of  gallantry ; but  a month’s  refldence  among 
them  convinced  me  that  this  imputed  turn  for  intrigue  is 
chiefly  confined  to  the  lower  clafs,  and  that,  in  general,  the 
higher  ranks  are  as  undeferving  of  the  imputation  as  the 
females  of  any  other  country. 

The  popularity  of  our  commodore  with  the  viceroy  and 
principal  inhabitants  here,  procured  for  the  officers  the 
liberty  of  going  wherever  they  pleafed.  It  has  always  been 
the  cuftora,  for  a foldier  to  follow  every  foreign  officer  that 
landed  at  this  port ; and  it  was  fcarcely  ever  difpenfed 
with.  It  was,  however,  unknown  to  us ; and  this  unaccuf- 
tomed  liberty  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  infpeding  more 
minutely  into  the  manners  and  difpofition  of  the  women  as- 
well  as  the  men. 

2 1 ft,  This  being  the  prince  of  Brazil’s  birth-day,  the 
commodore,  with  mofl  of  his  officers,  went  to  court,  to 

compliment 


Digitized  by  Google 


5+ 


WHITE’S  JOURNAL  OF  A 


1787.  compliment  the  viceroy  on  the  occafion.  As  foon  as  we 
landed,  we  were  received  by  an  officer,  who  condudted  us  to 
the  prcfence-chambcr ; where  his  excellency  flood  under  a 
canopy  of  flate,  receiving  the  compliments  of  the  officers 
of  the  garrifon,  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  fuch  foreign- 
ers as  were  in  the  place.  After  having  paid  our  rcfpedls,  we 
withdrew,  as  did  every  other  perfon,  except  the  principal 
officers  of  flate,  fome  general  and  law  officers,  and  thofe  of 
the  governor’s  houfehold.  The  Sirius  and  one  of  the  forts 
fired  royal  falutes.  The  court  was  brilliant,  if  a place  where 
a female  does  not  appear  can  be  faid  to  be  brilliant;  but  this, 
I was  informed,  is  always  the  cafe  here.  Thofe  gentlemen 
W'ho  appeared  in  the  circle  were  richly  and  elegantly  dreff- 
ed.  The  officers  of  the  army  and  of  the  militia  were  parti- 
cularly fo,  and  that  in  a flilc  and  fafhion  which  did  no  fmall 
credit  to  their  tafle.  The  viceroy  wore  a fcarlet  coat  trimmed 
with  very  broad  rich  gold  lace ; and  his  hair,  according  to 
his  ufual  mode  of  w’earing  it,  in  a remarkable  long  queue, 
with  very  little  powder  ; an  article  of  drefs  to  which  I ob- 
ferved  the  Portugueze  were  not  very  partial  ; while,  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  profufc  in  the  ufe  of  pomatum.  The 
day  ended  without  any  other  demonftrations  of  joy.  As  the 
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Portugueze  feemed  fond  of  fireworks  and  illuminations,  and 
never  fail  to  exhibit  them  on  every  religious  feflival,  we 
were  not  a little  difappointed  in  finding  them  omitted  on 
the  birth-day  of  their  prince. 

3ift-  J ames  Baker,  a private  marine,  received  two  hun^ 
dred  lafties,  agreeable  to  the  fentence  of  a court-martial,  for 
endeavouring  to  get  pafled  on  Ihore,  by  means  of  one  of  the 
feamen,  a fpurious  dollar,  knowing  it  to  be  fo ; and  one  he 
had  undoubtedly  got  from  fome  of  the  convidls,  as  it  was 
of  a fimilar  bafe  metal  to  thofe  which  they  had  coined  dur- 
ing the  paflage,  and  had  attempted  to  put  off  on  our  firft 
arrival  at  this  port. 

September  iff.  Having  now  procured  every  thing  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  that  we  ftood  in  need  of,  and  thoroughly  reco- 
vered and  refrelhed  our  people,  the  commodore,  with  fuch 
officers  of  the  fleet  as  could  be  fpared  from  duty,  waited  on 
the  viceroy  to  take  leave,  and  to  return  our  acknowledgments 
for  the  indulgence  and  attention  Ihown  us ; which,  I think 
vve  may  fay,  we  experienced  in  a greater  extent  and  latitude 
t?Iaan  any  foreigners  had  ever  before  done.  On  our  landing, 
the  fame  officer  who  had  attended  us  upon  every  other  pub- 
lic occafion,  conducted  us  to  the  prefence-chamber.  As  we 
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>787.  pafled,  every  military  and  public  honour  was  paid  to  the 
feptet^r.  commodore ; the  colours  were  laid  at  his  feet,  as  they 
hitherto  had  been  whenever  he  landed  in  his  public  cha- 
rader ; a token  of  refpedt  that  is  nes'cr  bellowed  on  any 
perfon  but  the  governor  himfelf.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
palace,  an  officer  of  the  houfchold,  who  was  waiting  to  re- 
ceive us,  conducted  us  through  a moll  delightful  recefs, 
hung  round  with  bird-cages,  whofe  inhabitants  feemed  to 
vie  with  each  other,  both  in  the  melody  of  their  notes  and. 
the  beauty  of  their  plumage.  The  pafiage  we  walked 
through  was  adorned  on  each  fide  with  odoriferous  flowers, 
and  aromatic  flirubs ; which,  while  they  charmed  the  eye, 
fpread  a delightful  fragrance  around.  This  paflage  led  to 
a private  room,  on  the  outfldc  of  the  door  of  which  we  were 
received  by  the  viceroy,  who  flood  uncovered,  and  noticed 
each  perfon  feparately  in  the  moft  friendly  and  polite  man- 
ner. His  excellency  preceded  us  into  the  room,  and  having 
requefled  all  of  us  to  be  feated,  placed  himfelf  by  the 
commodore,  in  a pofltion  that  fronted  us.  In  return  for 
our  thanks  and  acknowledgments,  he  faid,  “ it  gave  him 
“ infinite  pleafurc  and  fatisfadlion  to  find  that  the  place  had 
“ afforded  us  the  fupplics  we  flood  in  need  of to  this  he 
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added,  “ that  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants,  which  we 
“ were  good  enough  to  notice,  was  much  fliort  of  his  wiihes.” 
We  then  arofe  and  took  our  leave  ; but  not  before  his  ex- 
cellency had  cxpreffed  a defire  of  hearing  from  the  commo- 
dore, with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  in  the  eftabliihment  of 
the  new  colony.  He  concluded  with  faying,  “ that  he 
“ hoped,  nay  did  not  doubt,  from  the  charadler  the  En- 
“ glilh  bore  for  generofity  of  difpofition,  but  that  thofe  who 
“ had  fo  cheerfully  engaged  in  a fervice,  ftrange  and  uncer- 
“ tain  in  itfelf,  would  meet  with  an  adequate  reward — a * 
recompence  that  every  one  muft  allow  they  juftly  merited.” 
The  room  in  which  the  governor  received  us  was  that 
wherein  he  ufually  fat  in  his  retired  moments.  It  was  fur- 
niflied  and  painted  in  a neat  and  elegant  ftile ; the  roof 
difplaying  well-executed  reprefentations  of  all  the  tropical 
fruits,  and  the  moft  beautiful  birds  of  the  country.  The 
walls  were  hung  round  with  prints,  chiefly  on  religious 
iubjefls. 

1 Rio  de  Janeiro  is  faid  to  derive  its  name  from  being  dlf- 
oovered  on  St.  Januarius’s  day.  It  is  the  capital  of  the 
F*ortuguczc  fettlements  in  South  America,  and  is  fituated  on 
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1787.  the  weft  fide  of  a river,  or,  more  properly  (in  my  tjpinion), 
^gpptCTnher.  ^ Except  that  part  which  fronts  the  water,  the  city 

is  furrounded  by  high  mountains,  of  the  moft  romantic 
form  the  imagination  can  fafliion  to  itfelf  any  idea  of.  The 
plan  on  which  it  is  built  has  fomc  claim  to  merit.  The 
principal  ftrect,  called  Strait  Street,  runs  from  the  viceroy’s 
palace,  which  is  near  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  town,  to  the 
north-weft  extremity,  where  it  is  terminated  by  a large 
convent  belonging  to  the  Benedidline  friars,  fituated  on  an 
eminence.  The  ftrect  is  broad,,  well  built,  and  has  in  it  a 
great  number  of  handfomc  (hops.  All  the  others  are  much 
inferior  to  this,  being  in  general  only  wide  enough  to  admit 
two  carriages  to  pafs  each  other  in  the  centre.  The  pave- 
ment for  foot-paflengers  (except  in  Strait  Street,  which  is 
without  any)  is  fo  very  unfociably  narrow,  that  two  perfons 
cannot  walk  with  convenience  together.  The  houfes  arc 
commonly  two,  and  fometimes  three  ftories  high  ; of  which, 
even  though  inhabited  by  the  moft  wealthy  and  rcfpeflable 
families,  the  lower  part  is  always  appropriated  to  Drops,  and 
to  the  ufe  of  the  fervants  and  flaves  (who  are  here  extremely 
numerous),  the  family  rather  chufing  to  refide  in  the  upper 
l part. 
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part,  that  they  might  live  in  a lefs  confined  air.  To  every  ">787. 
houfe  there  is  a balcony,  with  lattice-work  before  it ; and 
the  fame  before  all  the  windows. 

The  churches  arc  very  numerous,  elegant,  and  richly  de- 
corated ; fome  of  them  are  built  and  ornamented  in  a 
modern  ftile,  and  that  in  a manner  which  proclaims  the 
genius,  tafte,  and  judgment  of  the  architedls  and  artifts. 

Two  or  three  of  the  handfomeft  arc  at  this  time  either  un- 
finiflied  or  repairing  ; and  they  appear  to  go  on  but  very 
ilowly,  notwithftanding  large  fums  are  conftantly  collcdling 
for  their  completion.  As  they  arc  eredled  or  repaired  by 
charitable  contributions,  public  procefilons  are  frequently 
made  for  that  purpofe  ; and  the  mendicant  friars,  belong- 
ing to  them,  likewife  exert  themfelves  in  their  line.  At 
thefe  procefilons,  which  are  not  unfrequent,  perfons  of  every 
age  and  defeription  afilft.  They  ufually  take  place  after  it 
is  dark,  W'hen  thofe  who  join  in  it  are  drefTed  in  a kind  of 
cloak  adapted  to  religious  purpofes,  and  carry  a lanthorn 
fixed  at  the  end  of  a pole  of  a convenient  length : fo  that 
upon  thefe  occafions  you  fometimes  fee  three  or  four  hun- 
dred moving  lights  in  the  ftrects  at  the  fame  time ; which 
has  an  uncommon  and  a pleafing  effedl.  Confiderable  fums 
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• 1787.  arc  coll c£Icd  by  this  mode.  At  the  corner  of  every  ftrccC, 

' ScprpmiK-r.  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground,  is  placed  the  image  of  a 
faint,  which  is  the  objeifl  of.  the  common  people’s  adoration. 

The  town  is  well  fupplied  with  water  from  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  ; which  is  conveyed  over  a deep  valley 
by  an  aqueduct  formed  of  arches  of  a ftupendous  height, 
and  from  thence  diftributed  by  pipes  to  many  parts  of  the 
city.  The  principal  fountain  is  clofe  to  the  fca,  in  a kind 
of  fquare,  near  the  palace ; where  Ihips  water  at  a good 
wharf,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Teneriffe,  and 
with  equal  expedition  and  convenience.  On  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  fountain  arc  cocks,  from  which  the  people  in  the 

f 

neighbourhood  are  fupplied.  This  convenient  and  capital 
watering  place  is  fo  near  the  palace,  that  when  difputes  or 
contentions  arife  between  the  boats  crews  of  different  fliips, 
the  flaves,  8cc.  they  are  fuppreffed  and  adjufted  by  the  fol- 
diers  on  guard  ; who,  in  the  Portugueze  fervicc,  have  great 
power,  and  often  treat  the  people  with  no  little  feverity. 

While  we  ftaid  at  this  place,  we  made  feveral  fhort  ex- 
curflons  into  the  country ; but  did  not  go  near  the  mines, 
as  we  knew  the  attempt  would  not  only  prove  hazardous, 
but  ineffedlual : and  as  the  liberty  and  indulgence  granted 
3 - - ■ us 
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us  was  on  the  commodore’s  account,  \vc  never  extended  our  *7*^7- 
trips  beyond  a few  miles,  left  our  doing  fo  fhould  appear  p 
fufpicious,  and  refledl  diferedit  on  him ; we  conftdering  him 
dn  fome  degree  refponfible  for  our  condud:.  As  far  as  we 
did  go,  we  experienced  the  fame  polite  and  attentive  beha- 
viour we  met  with  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.'  '^ever 
was  more  diftinguiftied  urbanity  Ihown  to  ftrangers,  than 
was  Ihown  to  us  by  every  rank. 

From  its  complicated  ftate,  I could  learn  but  few  parti- 
culars relative  to  the  government  of  Brazil.  The  viceroy  is 
invefted  with  great  power  and  authority,  fubjed  in  fome 
cafes  to  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  Liibon  ; but,  like  a wife 
and  prudent  ruler,  he  feldom  exerts  it,  unlefs  in  inftanccs 
where  found  judgment  and  true  policy  render  it  expedient 
and  neceftary.  He  is  a man  of  little  parade,  and  appears 
not  to  be  very  fond  of  pomp  and  grandeur,  except  on  public 
days,  when  it  is  not  to  be  difpenfed  with.  When  he  goes 
abroad  for  amufement,  or  to  take  the  air,  his  guard  confifts 
CDnly  of  feven  dragoons ; but  on  public  occaftons  he  makes 
liis  appearance  in  a grander  ftile.  I once  faw  him  go  in 
flate  to  one  of  the  courts  of  juftice;  and,  though  it  was 
Htuated  not  a hundred  yards  from  his  palace, . he  was  at- 
tended 
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tended  by  a troop  of  horfe.  His  ftate  carriage  is  tolerably 
neat,  but  by  no  means  elegant  or  fuperb  j it  was  drawn  by 
four  horfes  irregularly  mottled. 

Carriages  arc  pretty  common  at  this  place ; there  is 
.fcarccly  a family  of  refpeSability  without  one.  They  are 
moftly  of  tlic  chaife  kind,  and  drawn  in  general  by  mules, 
which  are  found  to  anfwcr  better  than  horfes,  being  more 
indefatigable  and  furer  footed ; confequently  better  calcu- 
lated to  afeend  their  fteep  hills  and  mountains. 

The  military  force  of  Brazil  conffts  of  a troop  of  horfe, 
•which  ferve  as  guards  for  the  viceroy,  twelve  regiments  of 
regulars  from  Europe,  and  fix  raifed  in  the  country  : thefe 
laft  enlift  men  of  a mixed  colour,  which  the  former  are  by 
no  means  fuffered  to  do.  Befides  the  foregoing,  there  are 
twelve  regiments  of  militia  always  embodied.  This  whole 
force,  regulars  and  militia,  except  thofe  on  out-pofls  and 
other  needful  duties,  appear  early  in  the  morning,  on  every 
firft  day  of  the  month,  before  the  palace,  where  they  un- 
.dergo  a general  mufter,  and  review  of  arms  and  neccfiarics. 
The  private  men,  although  they  are  confidered  as  perfons  of 
great  confcquencc  by  the  populace,  arc,  on  the  other  hand, 
^equally  fubmiflive  and  obedient  to  their  officers.  7 his  firi<3: 
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difciplinc  and  regularity,  as  the  city  is  in  a great  mcafure 
under  military  orders,  renders  the  inhabitants  extremely 
civil  and  polite  to  the  officers,  who,  in  return,  fludy  to  be 
on  the  moft  agreeable  and  happy  terms  with  them. 

A captain’s  guard  (independent  of  the  cavalry,  who  are 
always  in  readinefs  to  attend  the  viceroy)  is  mounted  every 
day  at  the  palace.  Whenever  Commodore  Phillip  palTed, 
which  he  did  as  fcldom  as  poffible,  the  guard  was  turned 
out,  with  colours,  8cc.  and,  as  I before  obferved,  the  fame 
mark  of  honour  paid  to  him  as  to  the  governor.  To  ob- 
viate this  trouble  and  ceremony,  he  moft  frequently  landed 
and  embarked  at  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  town,  w'hcre  his 
boat  conftantly  waited  for  him. 

On  both  fides  of  the  river  which  forms  the  bay  or  har- 
bour, the  country  is  pi<fturefque  and  beautiful  to  a degree, 
abounding  with  the  moft  luxuriant  flowers  and  aromatic 
flirubs.  Birds  of  a lovely  and  rich  plumage  are  feen  hop- 
ping from  tree  to  tree  in  great  numbers  ; together  with  an 
cndlefs  variety  of  infedls,  whofe  exquifitc  beauty  and  gaudy 
colours  exceed  all  defeription.  There  is  little  appearance  of 
cultivation  in  the  parts  we  vifited  ; the  land  feemed  chiefly 
pafturage.  The  cattle  here  are  fmall,  and  when  killed  do 
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not  produce  fuch  beef  as  is  to  be  met  with  in  England  ; it 
is  not,  however,  by  any  means  fo  bad  as  reprefented  by 
fome  travellers  to  be  ; on  the  contrary,  I have  fecn  and  eat 
here  tolerably  good,  fweet,  and  well-tafted  beef.  I never 
faw  any  mutton  : they  have  indeed  a few  fheep,  but  they 
are  fmall,  thin,  and  lean.  The  gardens  furnifli  moft 
forts  of  European  productions,  fuch  as  cabbages,  lettuce, 
parfley,  leeks,  white  radiihcs,  beans,  peafe,  kidney  beans, 
turnips,  water  melons,  excellent  pumpkins,  and  pine-apples 
of  a fmall  and  indifferent  kind.  The  country  likewife  pro- 
duces, in  the  moft  unbounded  degree,  limes,  acid  and  fweet 
lemons,  oranges  of  an  immenfe  fizc  and  exquiftte  flavour, 
plantains,  bananas,  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  caflioo  apples  and 
nuts,  and  fome  mangos.  For  the  ufe  of  the  flaves  and 
poorer  fort  of  people,  the  capado  is  cultivated  in  great 
plenty ; but  this  cannot  be  done  through  a want  of  corn 
for  bread,  as  I never  faw  finer  flour  than  at  this  place,  which 
is  plentiful,  and  remarkably  cheap. 

Brazil,  particularly  towards  the  northern  parts,  furniihes 
a number  of  excellent  drugs.  In  the  Ihops  of  the  druggifts 
and  apothecaries  of  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  of  which  there  are  many, 
hippo,  oil  of  caftor,  balfam  capiva,  with  moft  of  the  valu- 
able 
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able  gums,  and  all  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  to  be  found; 
but  they  are  fold  at  a much  dearer  rate  than  could  poflibly 
have  been  conceived  or  expedted  in  a country  of  which  they 
are  the  natural  produce. 

The  riches  of  this  country,  arifing  fwm  the  mines,  are 
certainly  very  great.  To  go  near,  or  to  get  a fight  of  thefe 
inexhauftible  treafuries,  is  impoflible,'  as  every  pafs  leading  to 
them  is  ftrongly  guarded ; and  even  a perfon  taken  on  the 
road,  unlefs  he  be  able  to  give  a clear  and  unequivocal 
account  of  himfclf  and  his  bufinefs,  is  imprifoned,  and  per- 
haps compelled  ever  after  to  work  in  thofe  fubterraneous 
cavities,  which  avarice,  or  an  ill-timed  and  fatal  curiofity, 
may  have  prompted  him  to  approach.  Thefe  circumftances 
made  a trial  to  fee  them  without  permilHon  (and  that  per- 
miflion  I underftand  has  never  been  granted  the  moll  fa- 
voured foreigners)  too  dangerous  to  be  attempted. 

In  addition  to  the  above  fource  of  wealth,  the  country 
produces  excellent  tobacco,  and  likewife  fugar  canes,  from 
which  the  inhabitants  make  good  fugar,  and  draw  a 
fpirit  called  aquadente.  This  fpirit,  by  proper  management, 
and  being  kept  till  it  is  of  a proper  age,  becomes  tolerable 
rum.  As  it  is  fold  very  cheap,  the  commodore  purchafed  a 
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1 787.  hundred  pipes  of  it  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  when  arrived 
Stptcmiicr.  New  South  Walcs.  Precious  and  valuable  ftoncs  are  alfo 
found  here.  Indeed  they  are  fo  very  plenty,  that  a certain 
quantity  only  is  fiiffercd  to  be  colledtcd  annually.  At  the 
jewellers  and  lapidaries,  of  which  occupation  there  are  many 
in  Rio,  I faw  fome  valuable  diamonds,  and  a great  number 
of  excellent  topazes,  with  many  other  forts  of  ftones  of 
inferior  value.  Several  topazes  were  purchafed  by  myfelf 
and  others ; but  we  chofc  to  buy  them  wrought,  in  order 
to  avoid  impofition,  which  is  not  unfrequent  when  the 
ftones  are  fold  in  a rough  ftate.  One  of  the  principal  ftreets 
of  this  city  is  nearly  occupied  by  jewellers  and  the  workers 
of  thefe  ftones ; and  I obferved  that  perfons  of  a ftmilar 
profcfllon  generally  rellded  in  the  fame  ftreet. 

The  manufaflurcs  here  arc  very  few,  and  thole  by  no  means 
extenfive.  All  kinds  of  European  goods  fell  at  an  immoderate 
price,  notwithftanding  the  (hops  are  well  ftored  with  them. 

The  Brazil,  or  native  Indians,  arc  very  adroit  at  making 
elegant  cotton  hammocks  of  various  dyes  and  forms.  It  was 
formerly  the  cuftom  for  the  principal  people  of  Rio  to  be 
carried  about  in  thefe  hammocks ; but  that  fafliion  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  ufe  of  fedan  chairs,  which  are  now  very  com- 
mon 
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mon  among  them  ; but  they  are  of  a more  clumfy  form 
than  thofe  ufed  in  England.  The  chair  is  fufpended  from 
an  aukward  piece  of  wood,  borne  on  the  fhoulders  of  two 
flaves,  and  elevated  fufficiently  to  be  clear  of  the  inequalities 
of  the  ftrect.  In  carrying,  the  foremoft  Have  takes  the 
pavement,  and  the  other  the  ftreet,  one  keeping  a little  be- 
fore the  other  ; fo  that  the  chair  is  moved  forward  in  a 
fidelong  diredtion,  and  very  unlike  the  procedure  of  the 
London  chairmen.  Thcfe  fellows,  who  get  on  at  a great 
rate,  never  take  the  wall  of  the  foot-pafiengers,  nor  ineom- 
modc  them  in  the  fmalleft  degree. 

The  inhabitants  in  general  are  a plcafant,  cheerful  people, 
inclining  more  to  corpulency  than  thofe  of  Portugal ; and, 
as  far  as  we  could  judge,  very  favourably  inclined  to  the 
Englifh.  The  men  are  ftrait  and  well-proportioned.  They 
do  not  accuftom  themfelves  to  high  living,  nor  indulge 
much  in  the  juice  of  the  grape. 

The  women,  when  young,  are  remarkably  thin,  pale,  and 
delicately  fliaped  ; but,  after  marriage,  they  generally  in- 
cline to  be  lufty,  without  lofing  that  conftitutional  pale,  or 
rather  fallow  appearance.  They  have  regular  and  better 
teeth  than  are  ufually  obfervable  in  warm  climates,  where 
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>757.  fwcct  produflions  are  plentiful.  They  have  Hkewife  the  I 

lovely,  piercing,  dark  eyes ; in  the  captivating  ufe  of  1 

which  they  arc  by  no  means  iinlkilled.  Upon  the  whole,  j 

the  women  of  this  country  arc  very  engaging  ; and  rendered  I 

more  fo  by  their  free,  eafy,  and  unreftrained  manner.  Both  | 

fexes  arc  extremely  fond  of  fuffering  their  hair,  which  is 
black,  to  grow  to  a prodigious  length.  The  ladies  wear  it 
plaited,  and  tied  up  in  a kind  of  club,  or  large  lump ; a 
mode  of  hair-dreffing  that  does  not  feem  to  correfpond  with 
their  delicate  and  feminine  appearance.  Cuflom,  however, 
reconciles  us  to  the  moft  outre  falhions ; and  what  we 
thought  unbecoming,  the  Portugueze  confidered  as  highly 
ornamental.  I was  one  day  at  a gentleman’s  houfe,  to  whom 
I expreffed  my  wonder  at  the  prodigious  quantity  of  hair 
worn  by  the  ladies ; adding,  that  I did  not  conceive  it  pof- 
Jible  for  it  to  be  all  of  their  own  growth.  The  gentleman 
aflured  me  that  it  was ; and,  in  order  to  convince  me  that 
it  was  fo,  he  called  his  wife,  and  untied  her  hair,  which, 
notwithftanding  it  was  in  plaits,  dragged  at  leaft  two  inches 
upon  the  floor  as  flie  walked  along.  I offered  my  fervice 
to  tie  it  up  again ; which  was  politely  accepted,  and  con- 
•lldcred  as  a compliment  by  both.  It  has  been  faid  that 
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the  Portugueze  are  a jealous  people;  a difpofition  I never  1787. 
could  perceive  among  any  of  thofe  with  whom  I had  the  September, 
pleafure  of  forming  an  acquaintance  ; on  the  contrary,  they 
fcemed  fenfible  of,  and  pleafed  with,  every  kind  of  attention 
paid  to  their  wives  or  daughters. 

The  current  coin  here  is  the  fame  as  that  in  Portugal,  but 
filver  as  well  as  gold  is  coined  at  this  place,  where  they  have 
an  eftablifhed  mint.  The  pieces  of  gold  are  of  various  fizes, 
and  have  marked  on  them  the  number  of  thoufand  rees  they 
are  worth.  The  moft  common  coin  is  a 4000  ree  piece, 
which  paffes  for  jT.i.  2.  6,  though  not  fo  heavy  as  an 
Englilh  guinea.  The  filver  pieces,  called  petacks,  value  two 
/hillings,  are  alfo  marked  with  the  number  of  rees  they  are 
worth.  You  get  ten  of  thefc  in  exchange  for  a guinea; 
and  for  a Spani/h  dollar  two  petacks,  five  vintins  and  a half, 
which  is  about  four  /hillings  and  eight-pence.  Here,  as  in 
Portugal,  they  have  five,  ten,  and  twenty  thoufand  ree 
pieces.  A ree  is  a nominal  coin  ; twenty  make  a vintin, 
value  about  three  half-pence ; eight  vintins  make  one  /hil- 
ling ; a petack  is  worth  two  /hillings,  and  of  thefe  there  arc 
fome  double  pieces,  value  four  /hillings  fterling. 

One  morning,  as  I attended  Mr.  II  de  Fonfo,  fiirgeon  gc- 
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neral  to  the  army,  and  a man  of  ingenuity  and  abilities  fn 
his  profeflion,  to  a large  public  hofpital,  a foldier  was 
brought  in  with  a wound  in  his  left  fide.  The  inftrument 
had  penetrated  the  abdomen,  w'ithout  injuring  the  intef- 
tincs  ; and  from  its  form  and  nature  the  wound  mud  have 
been  inflided  with  the  point  of  a knife,  or  a llilctto.  The 
patient,  after  being  dreffed,  acquainted  us,  that  the  preced- 
ing  night  he  had  had  fomc  words  with  another  man  about  a 
W’oman  ; who,  notwithftanding  blows  had  not  paffed,  dab- 
bed him  with  fomc  (harp  indrument,  of  what  kind  he 
could  not  fee,  as  it  was  then  dark,  and  afterwards  made  his 
cfcapc.  This  account  led  me  to  believe  that  adaflinations 
w'ere  not  unfrequent  in  Brazil ; but  Mr.  II  de  Fonfo  afl'ured 
me  to  the  contrary  ; telling  me  that  fuch  indances  feldom 
happened,  except  among  the  negroes,  whofc  vindidive  and 
treacherous  difpodtions  led  them  wonderful  lengths  to 
gratify  their  revenge,  whenever  night  and  a convenient 
opportunity  confpired,  at  once  to  aid  and  to  conceal  their 
horrid  ads. 

While  wc  remained  here,  the  weather  being  cool  and 
favourable,  I prevailed  on  the  furgeon  who  was  about  to 
amputate  a limb,  to_  allow  me  to  take  it  off  according  to 
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Allenfon’s  method.  During  the  operation  I could  plainly 
fee,  that  he  and  his  pupils  did  not  feem  much  pleafed  -with 
it;  and  he  afterwards  told  me  it  was  impofiiblc  it  could 
ever  anfwer.  A very  lliort  fpace  of  time,  however,  made 
them  of  a dilFcrcnt  opinion;  and  in  eighteen  days  after, 
when  we  failed,  I had  the  fatisfadlion  to  leave  the  patient 
with  his  (lump  nearly  cicatrized,  to  the  no  fmall  joy  of  the 
furgeon,  who  faid,  that  if  the  man  had  died,  he  ihould  have 
been  heavily  cenfured  for  making  him  the  fubjecl  of  experi- 
ments. The  circumftance  of  a man’s  leg  being  cut  off,  and 
almoft  healed  in  as  many  days  as  it  generally  takes  weeks, 
foon  became  known,  and  added  very  much  to  the  eftima- 
tion  in  which  the  people  of  this  place  held  Englifli  furgeons. 
Whenever  I vifited  the  hofpital  afterwards,  the  objefts  of  pity 
W’ith  which  it  was  filled,  ufed  to  crowd  around  me  in  fuch 
a manner,  and  in  fuch  numbers,  for  my  advice,  that  I found 
it  difficult  to  get  from  them.  And  they  now  would  readily 
have  fubmitted  to  any  operation  I ffiould  have  propofed ; but 
as  I faw  the  furgeon  did  not  much  approve  of  my  inter- 
ference, I gave  up  all  ideas  of  it. 

The  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  lies  in  22°  54.'  fouth  lati- 
tude, and  43°  19'  weft  longitude,  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
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leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  Frio.  The  entrance  is  good, 
anJ  cannot  be  miftaken,  on  account  of  a remarkable  hill» 

I I refembling  a fugar  loaf,  that  is  on  the  left  hand  fide;  and 

^ j fome  iflands  before  it,  one  of  which  is  oblong,  and  docs  not, 

at  fome  diftance,  look  unlike  a thatched  houfe ; they  lie 
• from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  S.  by  W.  about  two  leagues. 

Ships  going  in  may  run  on  either  fide.  The  bar,  over 
which  we  carried  feven  fathom  water,  is  not  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  acrofs,  and  well  defended  by  forts.  The 
ftrongeft  is  called  Santa  Cruz,  built  on  a rock,  on  the  ftar-^ 
board  hdc  as  you  run  in,  from  which  every  fhot  fired  at  Oiipa 
palling  muft  take  effed.  The  other,  named  Fort  Lozia,  is 
fmallcr,  and  built  on  an  ifland  or  rock,  on  the  larboard  fide, 

I . a little  higher  up,  and  lying  contiguous  to  the  main  land. 

The  tide  in  the  harbour  rarely  ebbs  and  flows  more  than 
j feven  feet ; however,  Ihips,  if  poflible,  never  anchor  in  this 

narrow  pafs  between  the  forts,  as  the  bottom  is  foul,  and 
the  tide  runs  with  confidcrable  rapidity.  All  danger  in 
j going  in,  or  running  out,  may  be  avoided  by  keeping  the 

I mid  channel,  or  a little  bordering  on  the  flarboard  ftiore. 

I After  Santa  Cruz  fort  is  pafled,  the  courfe  is  nearly  N.  by  W. 

' and  N.  N.  W. ; but,  as  I before  obfervcd,  the  eye  is  the  bcft 
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pilot.  When  you  get  within  a mile  of  a ftrong  fortified 
ifland  which  lies  before  the  town  (only  feparated  by  a nar- 
row pafs),  calk'd  the  Ille  of  Cobras,  you  are  then  in  the 
great  road  ; where  we  anchored  in  fifteen  fathom  water ; 
or,  Ihould  you  have  occafion  to  get  nearer  the  town,  you 
may  run  round  this  ifland,  on  the  north  fide,  and  anchor 
above  it,  before  the  convent  of  Benedidtinc  friars  at  the 
N.  W.  end  of  the  city,  before  fpoken  of. 

The  city  and  harbour  are  ftrongly  defended  and  fortified, 
but  with  very  little  judgment  or  regularity.  The  hills  are 
very  high,  and  fo  is  the  coafl,  which  has  fuch  ftrange, 
romantic,  and  almoft  inacceflible  terminations,  that  nature 
of  her  own  accord,  without  the  aid  of  military  fldll,  feems 
difpofed  to  defend  them.  Taking  every  thing  into  the 
account,  I think  it  one  of  the  beft  harbours  I have  ever 
feen ; and,  upon  the  whole,  better  calculated  to  fupply 
the  wants  of  people  who  have  long  been  at  fea,  and  ftand  in 
need  of  refrefhment,  than  any  part  of  the  world,  every 
thing  being  fo  remarkably  cheap.  Beef  may  be  purchafed 
at  feven  farthings  per  pound  ; hogs,  turkeys,  and  ducks,  both 
Englifli  and  Mufeovy,  were  equally  reafonable.  Fowls  were 
dearer,  but  flill  fold  at  a lower  rate  than  in  England,  Fifli 
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1787.  was  not  very  plentiful,  but  I was  told,  that  at  other  fcafons 
they  have  a moft  excellent  market  for  that  article.  Their 
market  for  vegetables,  however,  abounded  with  fruit,  roots, 
and  garden  fluff,  of  every  kind,  notwithflanding  it  was  not 
the  befl  feafon  for  fruit,  it  then  being  too  early  in  the  fpring 
to  expeifl  abundance.  Oranges,  which  we  had  in  the 
greatefl  plenty,  cofl  only  five-pence  the  hundred. 

On  a hill,  about  half  a mile  S.  E.  of  the  city,  flands  a con- 
vent, named  Convento  de  Santa  Therefa;  the  nuns  of  which, 
amounting  to  about  forty,  arc  not  allowed  to  unveil  when 
they  come  to  the  grate : and  on  a plain  between  this  con- 
vent and  the  city,  flands  another,  called  Convento  A.  de 
Juda,  a very  large  building,  governed  by  an  abbefs  and  fc- 
vcral  nuns,  all  under  the  direflion  of  a bifhop.  Here  about 
feventy  young  ladies  are  placed  to  be  educated,  who  arc 
fubje<fl  to  all  the  reflridlions  of  a monaflic  life,  only  they  are 
permitted  to  be  frequently  at  the  grate,  and  that  unveiled. 
But  what  is  Angular,  the  nuns  of  this  convent,  when  they 
arrive  at  a proper  age,  are  allowed  either  to  take  a hulband, 
or  to  take  the  veil,  jufl  as  their  inclination  leads.  They  are 
not  however  fuffered  to  quit  the  convent  on  any  other  terms 
than  that  of  marriage ; to  which  the  confent  and  approba- 
3 ' tion 
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tion  of  the  bifliop  is  always  neceflary.  If  they  do  not  get 
a hufband  early  in  life,  it  is  common  for  them  to  take  the 
veil.  Many  of  thefe  young  ladies  were  very  agreeable  both 
in  perfon  and  difpoiition ; and  by  frequently  converfing 
with  them  at  the  grate,  we  formed  as  tender  an  inter- 
courfe  with  them  as  the  bolts  and  bars  between  us  would 
admit  of.  Myfelf,  and  two  other  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  fleet.  Angled  out  three  of  thofe  who  appeared  to  be  the 
moft  free  and  lively,  to  whom  we  attached  ourfelves  during 
our  flay,  making  them  fuch  prefents  as  we  thought  would 
prove  moft  acceptable,  and  receiving  more  valuable  ones  in 
return.  Thefe  little  attentions  were  viewed  by  them  in  fo 
favourable  a light,  that  when  we  took  a laft  farewel  they 
gave  us  many  evident  proofs  of  their  concern  and  regret. 
Indeed  every  circumftance  while  we  continued  at  this 
charming  place  (except  there  being  no  inns  or  coffce-houfes, 
where  a ftranger  could  refrefli  himfelf,  or  be  accommodated 
when  he  chofe  to  ftay  a night  or  two  on  fliore)  confpired  to 
make  us  pleafed  and  delighted  with  it ; and  I can  truly 
fay,  that  I left  it  with  reludtance,  which  I believe  was  the 
cafe  with  many  of  my  companions. 

September  3d.  The  commodore  fent  Mr.  Moreton,  the 
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^1^7‘  maftcr  of  the  Sirius,  and  two  of  his  mid/hipmen,  who  had 
^Stptfmi>er.  p^t  on  the  invalid  lift,  aboard  an  EngliOi  (hip  return- 

ing from  the  Southern  whale  fiftiery  to  England,  which,  be- 
ing leaky,  had  been  forced  into  Rio.  As  this  ftiip  was  to 
fail  in  a few  days,  it  furniflied  us  with  an  opportunity  of 
writing  to  our  friends.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  the 
commodore  made  the  fignal  for  all  officers  to  repair  on 
board  their  refpeftive  ffiips,  and  for  the  tranfports  to  hoift  in 
their  boats. 

4th.  At  fix  the  fleet  weighed  with  a light  land  breeze. 
On  the  commodore’s  approaching  Santa  Cruz  Fort,  he  was 
faluted  from  the  batteries  with  twenty-one  guns  ; which  he 
returned  from  the  Sirius  with  an  equal  number.  About  ten 
o’clock  we  got  clear  of  the  land,  fleering  to  the  eaftward 
with  a gentle  breeze.  Thomas  Brown,  a convift,  was  pu- 
niflied  with  a dozen  laffics,  for  behaving  infolently  to  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  fliip.  This  was  the  firft  that  had  received 
any  puniflimcnt,  fince  their  embarkation  on  board  the  Char- 
lotte. 

5th.  Wind  variable  and  cloudy  ; Rio  Sugar-loaf  flill  in 
fight,  about  eight  or  nine  leagues  diftant. 

6th.  The  officers,  fliip’s  company,  marines,  and  convicts, 
1 j were. 
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were,  by  fignal  from  the  Sirius,  put  to  an  allowance  of  three  17S7. 
quarts  of  water  per  day,  including  that  ufually  allowed  for 
cooking  their  provifions.  In  the  courfc  of  the  day  a ftcady 
breeze  fprung  up  at  N.  E.  About  fix  in  the  evening,  the 
Filhburne  viflualler  carried  away  her  fore-top-gallant  yard, 
which  file  foon  got  replaced  with  another. 

7th  and  8th.  The  weather  continued  dark  and  cloudy, 
with  fome  heavy  fhowers  of  rain.  On  the  evening  of  the 
8th,  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four,  Mary  Broad,  a 
convidl,  was  delivered  of  a fine  girl. 

9th  and  loth.  Fine,  clear,  dry  weather.  The  commodore 
made  a fignal  for  the  convoy  to  clofe,  being  fcattered  about 
at  a confiderable  diftance  from  him. 

nth,  12th,  and  13th.  Frefii  breezes,  with  fudden  fqualls 
and  heavy  rain.  The  four  fucceeding  days,  light  airs,  and 
hazy,  with  fome  fliowers,  and  a damp  moift  air.  On  the 
evening  of  the  17th,  our  longitude  being,  by  fignal  from 
the  commodore,  31°  34'  W.  we  caught  a fhark  fix  feet  long, 
of  which  the  people  made  a good  mefs. 

1 8th.  Heavy  rain,  with  dark  and  cold  weather.  Saw 
fcveral  albatrofles  and  pintado  birds. 

19th.  William  Brow’n,  a very  well  behaved  convid,  in 
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bringing  fomc  clothing  from  the  bowfprit  end,  where  he 
liad  Jiung  them  to  dry,  fell  overboard.  As  foon  as  the 
alarm  was  given  of  a man  being  overboard,  the  (hip  was  in- 
flantly  hove  to,  and  a boat  hoifted  out,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
Lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Supply,  a mofl;  adivc  officer,  knowing 
from  our  proceedings  (as  we  were  at  the  time  fleering  with  a 
fair  wind,  and  going  near  fix  knots  an  hour)  that  fome  acci- 
dent mufl  have  happened,  bore  down  ; but  notwithftanding 
every  exertion,  the  poor  fellow  funk  before  either  the  Supply 
or  our  boat  could  reach  him.  The  people  on  the  forecaflle, 
who  faw  him  fall,  fay,  that  the  fhip  went  diredly  over  him, 
which,  as  fhe  had  quick  way  through  the  water,  mufl  make 
it  impofllble  for  him  to  keep  on  the  furface  long  enough  to 
be  taken  up,  after  having  received  the  ftrokc  from  fo  heavy 
a body. 

23d.  From  the  19th,  the  weather  had  been  cold,  dry, 
and  pleafant ; it  now  became  wet,  fqually,  and  unfettlcd  ; 
the  wind  wcfterly,  with  a high  fea ; albatroQes,  pintado 
birds,  and  fome  fmall  hawks,  hovering  round  the  fhip. 

30th.  The  weather  became  more  moderate  and  pleafant, 
the  wind  variable,  inclining  to  calms. 

Odober  ifl.  Light  airs,  with  haze  and  rain.  Saw  a 
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great  number  of  different  birds ; we  were  then  in  latitude 
34®  42'  S.  longitude  1°  10'  E.  of  the  meridian  of  London. 

13th.  The  Sirius  made  the  fignal  for  feeing  land;  and 
at  feven  in  the  evening  we  came  to,  in  Table  Bay,  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  feventeen  fathom  water,  abreaft  of 
Cape  Town,  diftant  about  a mile  or  a mile  and  half.  As 
foon  as  the  Sirius  anchored,  the  commodore  and  commiffary 
went  on  fhore,  and  took  up  their  refidence  in  lodgings  at 
the  houfe  of  Mrs.  De  Witt.  They  were  foon  followed  by 
fuch  officers  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  duty  of  the  fleet, 
all  wilhing  to  prepare  themfelves,  by  the  comforts  and  re- 
freflimcnts  to  be  enjoyed  on  fliore,  for  the  laft  and  longeft 
ftage  of  their  voyage. 

14th.  The  contrail  for  provifions  being  fettled  with 
Meffrs.  De  Witts  and  Carton,  the  troops,  men,  women,  and 
children,  were  ferved  with  a pound  and  half  of  foft  bread, 
and  an  equal  quantity  of  beef  or  mutton  daily ; and  with 
wine  in  lieu  of  fpirits.  The  convifls,  men,  women,  and 
children,  had  the  fame  allowance  as  the  troops,  except 
wine. 

i6th.  Commodore  Phillip,  attended  by  moft  of  the 
officers  of  the  fleet,  paid  a complimentary  viflt  to  his  excel- 
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lency  ^^ynhccr  Van  Graaf,  the  Dutch  governor,  by  whom  wc 
were  received  with  extreme  civility  and  politenefs.  A few 
hours  after  we  had  taken  leave,  he  called  on  the  commodore 
at  his  lodgings,  to  return  his  vifit ; and  the  next  day  re- 
turned the  vifit  of  fuch  officers,  refiding  on  ffiore,  as  had 
paid  their  rcfpe£ls  to  him. 

Notwithftanding  this  fludied  politenefs,  feveral  days 
clapfed  before  the  commodore  could  obtain  a categorical  an- 
fvver  to  the  requifition  he  had  made  for  the  fupplies  he  flood 
in  need  of  for  the  expedition  : and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
judicious  perfcvcrance  Commodore  Phillip  obferved,  in  urg- 
ing his  particular  fituation,  .and  the  uncommon  exigency  of 
the  fervice  he  was  engaged  in  ; it  was  believed  the  governor, 
fifcal,  and  council,  would  have  ffieltcred  their  rcfufal  under 
the  pretence  that  a great  fcarcity  had  prcv.ailed  in  the  Cape 
colony  the  preceding  fcafon,  particularly  of  wheat  and  corn, 
which  were  the  articles  wc  flood  moil,  in  want  of.  This 
idea  they  wiffied  to  imprefs  us  with ; but,  as  juft  obferved, 
the  commodore’s  fagacity  and  induftrious  zeal  lor  the  fervice 
fubdued  and  got  over  the  fupinenefs  fliown  by  the  governor, 
fee.  and  procured  permiffion  for  the  contradlor  to  fupply  us 
with  as  mudi  flock,  corn,  and  other  nccdiarics,  as  wc  could 
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ftow.  It  is,  however,  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  quantity 
we  could  find  room  for  fell  very  fhort  of  what  we  ought  to 
have  taken  in  j as  the  only  fpare  room  we  had,  was  what  had 
been  occafioned  by  the  confumption  of  provifions,  &c.  fince 
we  left  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the  removal  of  tw'cnty  female 
convifts  from  the  Friendfliip  into  the  Charlotte,  the  LadyPen- 
rhyn,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

After  the  fupplies  had  been  granted,  his  excellency  Governor 
Graaf  invited  the  commodore,  and  many  of  the  officers  of  the 
expedition,  to  a very  handfome  dinner  at  his  town  refidence. 
The  houfe  at  which  we  were  entertained,  i«  delightfully 
fituated,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  an  extenfive  garden,  the 
property  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company,  ufefully  planted, 
and  at  the  fame  time  elegantly  laid  out.  The  governor’s 
family  make  what  ufe  they  pleafe  of  the  produce  of  the 
garden,  which  is  various  and  abundant ; but  the  original 
intention  of  the  company  in  appropriating  fo  extenfive  a 
piece  of  ground  to  this  purpofe  was,  that  their  hofpital, 
which  is  generally  pretty  full  when  their  (hips  arrive  after 
long  voyages,  may  be  well  fupplied  with  fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles, and  likewife  that  their  fhips  may  receive  a fimilar 

M This 


1787. 

Ov^rtber, 

.1— I 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


ly 

I 


I I i2  WHITE’*  JOURNAL  OF  A 

I ’7®7"  Thii  garden  is  as  public  as  St.  James's  park  ; and,  for  its 

handfomc,  plcafant,  and  wcll-fhadcd  walks,  is  much  fre- 
I ■ quented  by  perfons  of  every  defeription,  but  particularly  by 

j the  falhionable  and  gay.  There  are  many  other  agreeable 

walks  about  Cape  Town,  but  none  to  be  compared  with  thefe. 
I At  the  upper  end  of  the  principal  of  them  is  a fmall  fpacc 

‘j  walled  in  for  the  purpofe  of  confining  fome  large  ollrichcsy 

! and  a few  deer.  A little  to  the  right  of  this  is  a fmall 

I menagery,  in  which  the  company  have  half  a dozen  wild 

; animals,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  curious  birds. 

I 

I As  you  approach  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a very  rc- 

; markable  mountain  may,  in  clear  weather,  be  difeovered  at 

a confiderable  difiance ; it  is  called  the  Table  Land,  from 
its  flat  furfacc,  which  refcmblcs  that  piece  of  furniture. 
Mr.  Dawes,  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  Sirius,  an 
ingenious  and  accurate  obferver,  who  has  undertaken  during 
' the  voyage  the  afironomical  obfervations ; accompanied  by 

['  MeflTrs.  Fowell  and  Waterhoufe,  midfiiipmen  of  the  Sirius ; 

; Lieutenant  De  Witt,  of  the  Dutch  navy  ; and  myfclf,  went 

to  the  top  of  this  mountain  ; an  undertaking  which  we 
I found  to  be  of  a far  more  ferious  nature  than  we  at  firft  were 

! aware  of.  For  my  own  part,  I fuftcred  fo  much  from  heat 
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and  third,  that  had  not  t!ie  fear  of  fhatr.e  urged  me  on,  my 
companions  being  determined  to  accompliih  it  at  all  events, 
I (hould  moft  certainly  have  given  it  up,  before  I reached 
the  top.  During  this  fultry  and  fatiguing  expedition,  I 
found  great  benefit,  towards  alleviating  my  third,  by  keep- 
ing a fmall  pebble  in  my  mouth  ^ and  fometimes  by  chewing 
rufhes,  which  we  met  with  in  our  way.  But,  when  we  had 
reached  the  fummit,  the  delightful  and  exteniive  profpedl 
we  there  enjoyed,  the  weather  being  uncommonly  fine, 
fully  atoned  for  the  trouble,  fatigue,  and  every  fuffering, 
we  had  undergone.  From  rfiis  elevation  we  could  overlook 
all  the  country  about  tlie  Cape. 

As  foon  as  we  got  to  the  top,  our  fird  bufinefs  was  to 
look  out  for  water;  but  all  we  could  find  was  fome  dagnant 
rain,  which  lay  in  the  hollow  of  the  doncs.  Our  third, 
however,  was  fo  intolerable,  tliat  the  difeovery  even  of  this 
gave  us  incxprcdlble  pleafure  ; and,  notwithdanding  we  all 
perfpired  mod  violently,  and  were  fcnfiblc  of  the  danger 
and  impropriety  of  drinking  a quantity  of  bad  water  in  fuch 
a fituation,  yet  wc  could  not  refrain.  As  for  my  own  part, 
it  was  utterly  out  of  my  power  to  lidcn  at  that  time  to  the 
didates  of  prudence ; and  I believe  it  was  equally  difficult 
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to  my  companions,  if  I might  judge  from  the  avidity  with 
which  they  drank  out  of  the  little  pools,  lying  on  the 
ground  at  full  length,  that  being  the  only  pollurc  in  which 
it  was  to  be  obtained. 

The  regularity  of  the  ftreets  of  the  town,  which  interfedt 
each  other  at  right  angles ; the  buildings,  gardens,  callle, 
and  forts ; with  twenty-three  fhips  then  at  anchor  in  the 
bay ; all  which  appeared  diredly  underneath  us ; was  a 
fight  beautiful  and  plcafing  beyond  defeription.  The  per- 
pendicular height  of  this  land  is  1857  feet  from  the  furface 
of  the  water.  On  the  top  of  it  we  gathered  fevcral  fpccies  of 
heath,  fome  wild  celery,  a few  Ihrubs,  and  fome  non-defeript 
plants;  we  found  alfo  fome  little  ftones  of  a fine  polilh  and 
fingular  whitenefs. 

In  our  defeent,  which  proved  nearly  as  difficult  and  trou-  . 
blefome  as  going  up,  we  faw  fome  runaway  negroes,  round 
a fire,  on  the  clift  of  a ftupendous  rock,  where  it  was  en- 
tirely out  of  the  power  of  their  owners  to  get  at'them.  To 
look  at  their  fituation,  one  would  think  it  beyond  the  utnioft 
ftretch  of  human  ingenuity  to  devife  a way  to  reach  it. 
Here  they  remain  all  day  in  perfedt  fecurity,  and  during  the 
night  make  frequent  cxcurfions  to  the  town  and  the  parts 
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adjacent,  committing  great  depredations  on  the  inhabitants. 
The  whole  fubilftence  of  thefe  fugitives  depends  on  this 
precarious  method : and  even  this  method  would  prove  in- 
fufficient,  were  it  not  for  the  afliftance  they  receive  from 
thofe  who  were  once  their  fellow  flaves.  Nor  is  it  always 
that  they  fucceed  in  the  depredatory  trips,  which  neceffity 
thus  urges  them  to  take  ; they  are  often  betrayed  by  their 
quondam  friends  ; and  when  this  happens,  as  the  Dutch 
are  not  famed  for  their  lenity  in  punifhing  crimes,  they 
are  made  horrid  examples  of.  But  neither  the  fear  of  pu- 
nifliment,  nor  hunger,  thirft,  cold,  and  wrctchednefs,  to 
which  they  are  often  unavailably  expofed,  can  deter  them 
from  making  Table  Land  their  place  of  refuge  from  what 
they  conlider  to  be  greater  evils.  Scarcely  a day  pafles  but 
a fmoke  may  be  feen  from  fome  of  thefe  inaccelllble  re- 
treats. 

In  the  mild  or  fummer  feafon,  which  commences  in  Sep- 
tember, and  continues  till  March,  the  Table  Land  is  fomc- 
times  fuddenly  capped  with  a white  cloud,  by  fome  called 
the  fpreading  of  the  'Table-cloth.  When  this  cloud  feems  to 
roll  down  the  fteep  face  of  the  mountain,  it  is  an  unerring 
indication  of  an-  approaching  gale  of  wind  from  the  fouth- 
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caft  ; which  generally  blows  with  great  violence,  and  fome- 
times  continues  a day  or  more,  but  in  common  is  of  fhort 
duration.  On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  cloud,  the  fhips 
in  Table  Bay  begin  to  prepare  for  it,  by  Ariking  jnu-ds  and 
top-maAs,  and  making  every  thing  as  frug  as  poffiblc. 

A little  to  the  weAward  of  the  Table  Land,  divided  by 
a fmall  valley,  Aands,  on  the  right  hand  fide  of  Table  Bay, 
a round  hill,  called  the  Sugar  Loaf;  and  by  many  the  Lion’s 
Head,  as  there  is  a continuance  from  it  contiguous  to  the 
Tea,  called  the  Lion’s  Rump  ; and  when  you  tahe  a general 
view  of  the  whole,  it  very  much  refembles  that  animal 
with  his  head  credf.  The  Sugar  Loaf  or  Lion’s  Head,  and 
the  Lion’s  Rump,  have  each  a flag-ftafF  on  them,  by  which 
the  approach  of  Aiips  is  made  known  to  the  governor,  par- 
ticularizing their  number,  nation,  and  the  quarter  from 
which  they  come.  To  the  eaAward,  feparated  by  a fmall 
chafm  from  the  Table  Laud,  ftands  Charles’s  Mount,  well 
known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Devil’s  Tower;  and  fo 
called  from  the  violent  gufts  of  wind  fuppofed  to  iffue  from 
it,  when  it  partakes  of  the  cap  that  covers  the  Table  Land  ; 
though  thefc  guAs  are  nothing  more  than  a degree  of  force 
the  wind  acquires  in  coming  through  the  chafm.  When 
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this  pliaenornenon  appears  in  the  morning,  which  is  by  no 
means  fo  frequent  as  in  the  evening,  the  Tailors  have  a faying, 
as  the  Devil’s  Tower  is  almoft.  contiguous  to  the  Tabic 
Land,  that  the  old  gentleman  is  going  to  breakfafl ; if  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  that  he  is  going  to  dinner;  and  if  in 
the  evening,  that  the  cloth  is  fpread  for  fupper. 

The  foregoing  high  lands  form  a kind  of  amphitheatre 
about  the  Tabic  Valley,  where  the  Cape  Town  ftands.  From 
the  /hipping  the  town  appears  plca/antly  /Ituated,  but  at  the 
fame  time  fmall ; a deception  that  arifes  from  its  being  built 
in  a valley  with  fuch  Aupendous  mountains  dirctSly  behind 
it.  On  landing,  however,  you  are  furprifed,  and  agreeably 
dilappointed,  to  find  it  not  only  extenfive,  but  well  built, 
and  in  a good  Aile ; the  ftreets  fpacious,  and  interlcAing 
each  other  at  right  angles  with  great  preci/ion.  This  exaft- 
nefs  in  the  formation  of  the  Arects,  when  viewed  from  the 
Tabic  Land,  is  obferved  to  be  very  great.  The  houfes  in  ge- 
neral arc  built  of  (lone,  cemented  together  with  a glutinous 
kind  of  earth  which  ferves  as  mortar,  and  afterwards  neatly 
plidercd,  and  whitcwalhed,  with  lime.  As  to  their  height, 
they  do  not  in  common  exceed  two  Aories,  on  account  of 
the  violence  of  the  wind,  which  at  fomc  feafons  of  the  year 
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blows  with  great  ftrength  and  fury ; indeed  fometimes  fo 
violently  as  to  (hake  the  houfes  to  the  very  foundation. 
For  the  fame  reafon,  thatch  has  been  ufually  preferred  to 
tiles  or  Ihingles  j but  the  bad  effedls  that  have  proceeded 
from  this  mode  when  fires  happen,  has  induced  the  inhabi- 
tants in  all  their  new  buildings  to  give  the  preference  to 
flates  and  tiles.  The  lower  parts  of  the  houfes,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  Dutch  nation,  are  not  only  uncommonly 
neat  and  clean  in  appearance,  but  they  are  really  fo  ; and 
the  furniture  is  rather  rich  than  elegant.  But  this  is  by 
no  means  the  cafe  with  the  bed-rooms  or  upper  apartments  ;• 
which  are  more  barely  and  worfe  furniflied  than  any  I ever 
beheld : and  the  ftreets  feem  to  be  much  upon  a par 
w'ith  them,  they  being  rough,  uneven,  and  unpaved.  I was, 
however,  upon  the  whole,  extremely  well  pleafed  with  the 
town.  Many  of  the  houfes  have  a fpace  flagged  before  the 
door,  and  others  have  trees  planted  before  them,  which  form 
a plcafant  fliade,  and  give  pleafing  novelty  to  the  ftreets. 

The  only  landing-place  is  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town, 
where  there  is  a wooden  quay  running  fome  paces  into 
the  fea,  with  feveral  cranes  on  it,  for  the  convenience  of 
loading  and  unloading  the  fcoots  that  come  along  fide.  To 
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this  place  excellent  water  is  conveyed  by  pipes,  which  makes 
the  watering  of  fhips  both  cafy  and  expeditious. 

Clofe  to  this  quay,  on  the  left  hand,  (lands  the  caftle 
and  principal  fortrefs ; a (Irong  extenfive  work,  having 
excellent  accommodations  for  the  troops,  and  for  many  of 
the  civil  officers  belonging  to  the  company.  Within  the  gates, 
the  company  have  their  principal  (lores ; which  arc  fpa- 
cious  as  well  as  convenient.  This  fort  covers  and  defends  the 
caft  part  of  the  town  and  harbour,  as  Amftcrdam  fort  does  the 
weft  part.  The  latter,  which  has  been  built  fince  commo- 
dore Johnftone’s  expedition,  and  whereon  both  French  and 
Dutch  judgment  have  been  united  to  render  it  effcftual 
and  ftrong,  is  admirably  planned  and  calculated  to  annoy 
and  harafs  (hips  coming  into  the  bay.  Some  fmallcr  de- 
tached fortifications  extend  along  the  coaft,  both  to  the  eaft 
and  weft,  and  make  landing,  which  was  not  the  cafe  before 
the  late  war,  hazardous  and  difficult.  In  a word.  Cape 
Town  is  at  this  time  fortified  with  ftrength,  regularity,  and 
judgment. 

There  are  two  churches  here ; one  large,  plain,  and 
unadorned,  for  the  Calvinifis,  the  prevailing  fed ; and  a 
fmaller  one  for  the  Lutherans. 

The  hofpital,  which  is  large  and  extenfive,  is  fituated 
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at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  clofe  to  the  company’s  garden. 
It  is  an  honour  to  that  commercial  body,  and  no  fmall  orna- 
ment to  the  town.  The  only  obje£Uon  that  can  be  made  to  it 
as  a building,  is  its  fituation  : had  it  been  eroded  on  an 
eminence,  and  a little  detached  from  the  town,  which  might 
cafily  hav'e  been  done,  no  fault  could  have  been  found  with 
it.  As  it  is,  the  convalefccnts  have  free  accefs  to  the  com- 
pany’s gardens,  where  they  reap  the  benefit  of  a w'holcfome 
pure  air,  perfumed  with  the  exhalations  of  a great  variety 
of  rich  fruit  trees,  aromatic  flirubs,  and  odorous  plants  and 
flowers  ; and  likewife  have  the  ufe  of  every  produdion  of  it, 
as  before  obferved ; advantages  that  compenfate,  in  a great 
meafurc,  for  the  flat  fituation  of  the  hofpital. 

The  inhabitants  are  all  exceedingly  fond  of  gardens, 
which  they  keep  in  moft  excellent  order.  The  doing  this 
is  very  little  trouble  to  them,  the  climate  and  foil  being 
moft  benign  and  friendly  to  vegetation.  Among  the  many 
which  afforded  me  delight,  I muft  not  forget  that  belonging 
to  Colonel  Gordon,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Dutch 
troops  at  the  Cape  ; where  not  only  the  tafte  and  inge- 
nuity of  the  gardener,  but  the  fkill  and  knowledge  of  the 
botanift,  are  at  once  manifeft.  The  colonel  is  a man  of 
fcience,  of  an  adive  and  well-cultivated  genius,  and  w-ho 
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appropriates  thofc  hours  he  can  fpare  from  his  military  >7^7- 
duties  (in  which  he  is  faid  to  excel),  to  a perufal  of  the  ■ 

book  of  nature,  and  refcarches  after  ufeful  knowledge. 

Thefe  purfuits  tend  not  only  to  his  amufement,  but  to  his 
honour  ; and  they  will,  doubtlefs,  at  fome  time  or  other, 
further  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  natural  hiftory,  and 
to  the  honour  of  his  country  ; as  it  is  faid  he  intends  to 
publifh  the  obfervations  and  remarks  which  have  been  the 
refult  of  his  refearches.  Thofe  he  has  made  on  the  Hotten- 
tots, Caffres,  and  the  countries  they  inhabit,  will  doubt- 
lefsly  be  valuable;  he  having  made  himfclf  better  acquainted 
with  the  fubjed,  and  penetrated  farther  into  the  interior 
parts,  than  any  traveller  or  naturalift  that  has  hitherto 
villted  the  Cape.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  he  has  fo  long 
withheld  from  the  world  the  gratification  and  improvement, 
which  moft  afluredly  muft  be  derived  from  the  obfervations 
of  a perfon  fo  well  and  fo  extenfively  informed.  His  polite 
attention  and  civility,  during  our  flay  at  the  Cape,  claim 
our  moft  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Befides  their  hofpital,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company 
have  fcveral  other  public  buildings,  which  tend  to  improve 
the  appearance  of  the  town.  The  two  principal  of  thefa 
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are,  the  ftables,  and  a houfc  for  their  Haves,  The  former  is 
a handfome  range  of  buildings,  capable  of  containing  an 
incredible  number  of  horfes.  Thofc  they  have  at  the  Cape 
are  fmall,  fpirited,  and  full  of  life.  The  latter  is  a building 
of  coniiderable  extent,  where  the  Haves,  both  male  and 
female,  have  feparate  apartments,  in  a very  comfortable  ftile, 
to  refide  in  after  the  fttigues  and  toil  of  the  day  ; which 
undoubtedly  is  great,  but  by  no  means  equal,  in  my  opinion, 
to  that  endured  by  the  Haves  in  our  own  colonies.  How- 
ever feverc  and  cruel  the  Dutch  may  be  conlidercd  in  other 
refpe<3:s,  they  certainly  treat  their  Haves  with  great  humanity 
and  kindnefs ; which,  I am  forry  to  fay,  I fcarcely  ever  faw 
done  in  theWeft  Indies,during  a reHdence  there  of  three  years.  ' 
On  the  contrary,  I have  frequently  been  witnefs  to  the  in- 
fliction of  the  moH  brutal,  cruel,  and  wanton  puniflimentson 
thefe  poor  creatures,  who  are  the  fource  and  immediate  fup- 
port  of  the  fplendour  of  the  Creoles.  The  bare  retrofpect  of 
the  cruelties  I have  feen  exercifed  there,  excites  a kind  of  hor- 
ror that  chills  my  blood.  At  the  Cape,  there  are  feveral 
officers  placed  over  the  Haves,  who  have  commodious  apart- 
ments, and  treat  them  humanely. 

The  firft  week  after  our  arrival  at  this  place,  the  militia, 
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confifting  both  of  horfc  and  foot,  were  embodied,  and 
held  their  annual  meeting : I fay  annual,  as  that  is  the 

ufual  period  ; but  this  was  the  lirft  time  of  their  afl'cmbling 
fince  the  concluhon  of  the  war  in  1783.  The  Cape  militia 
differ  from  the  Englilh,  in  not  receiving  pay,  or  wearing 
regimentals.  In  fad  they  fliould  rather  be  called  volunteers, 
who  turn  out  for  the  proteSion  of  their  own  property,  and 
arc  not  fubjeft  to  ftri£k  military  difeipline.  Moft  of  them 
wore  blue  coats,  with  white  metal  buttons,  aukwardly  long, 
and  in  the  cut  and  Ihape  of  which  uniformity  had  not  been 
attended  to.  Neither  was  it  vifxble  in  the  other  parts  of 
their  drefs  or  accoutrements ; fome  wore  powder,  others 
none;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  they  made  a very  unmilitary 
appearance.  The  officers  are  chofen  annually  from  among 
themfelves.  Some  of  thefc,  indeed’,  I obferved  to  be  very 
well  dreffed.  Negletfl,  non-attendance,  and  every  other 
breach  of  their  military  rules,  is  puniffied  by  fine  or  forfeiture, 
and  not  corporally.  At  this  burlefque  on  the  profefilon  of 
a foldier,  I could  not  help  obferving,  that  many  of  them  had 
either  got  intoxicated  that  morning,  or  were  not  recovered 
from  their  overnight’s  debauch;  notwithflanding  which 
they  marched  to  the  field,  and  went  through  their  evolutions 
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with  a flcadinefs  and  regularity  that  was  really  aftoniihing, 
confidering  the  ftatc  they  were  in : but  it  is  faid,  and 
I believe  with  feme  truth,  that  a Dutchman,  when  half 
drunk,  is  more  capable  of  performing  every  kind  of  bufi- 
nefs,  than  if  he  were  perfeflly  fober.  After  thefc  annual 
exhibitions,  the  members  of  the  corps  meet  their  wives, 
daughters,  &c.  (who  take  care  to  be  prefent,  that  they 
may  be  witnefles  of  their  military  Ikill  and  atchievements) 
at  fomc  friend’s  houfc,  where  they  crown  the  night  in 
dancing,  of  which  they  arc  uncommonly  fond.  To  danc- 
ing arc  added  fubftantial  fuppers,  and  potent  libations; 
in  which  they  indulge  not  only  upon  this,  but  on  all 
other  occahons.  A Dutch  fupper  to  me,  at  firft,  was  a 
matter  of  wonder,  as  I could  never  fee  any  kind  of  differ- 
ence, either  in  the  quality  or  quantity,  between  them 
and  their  dinners,  which  were  always  abundant,  and 
confifting  chiefly  of  heavy  food. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Cape,  though  in  their  perfons 
large,  flout,  and  athletic,  have  not  all  that  phlegm 
about  them  which  is  the  charafleriflic  of  Dutchmen  in 
general.  The  phyfleal  influence  of  climate  may  in  fome 
degree  account  for  this ; for  it  is  well  known  that  in  all 
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fouthcrn  latitudes  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  people 
arc  more  gay,  and  that  they  arc  more  inclined  to  Iu.vury 
and  amufements  of  every  kind,  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  hcmifphere. 

The  ladies  at  the  Cape  are  lively,  good  natured,  fami- 
liar, and  gay.  They  referable  the  women  of  England 
more  than  any  foreigners  I have  ever  fecn.  Englifli  falhions 
prevail  among  them  (the  female  part  of  the  governor’s 
family  excepted,  who  imitate  the  French),  notwithftanding 
their  intcrcourfe  with  France  is  now  by  far  greater  than 
with  England.  The  habits  and  cuftoms  of  the  women  of 
this  place  are  extremely  contrafted  to  thofe  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Among  the  latter  a great  deal 
of  referve  and  modefty  is  apparent  between  the  fexes 
in  public.  Thofe  who  arc  difpofed  to  fay  tender  and 
civil  things  to  a lady,  muft  do  it  by  Health,  or  breathe 
their  foft  lighs  through  the  lattice-work  of  a window,  or 
the  grates  of  a convent.  But  at  the  Cape,  if  you  wiili 
to  be  a favourite  with  the  fair,  as  the  cuftom  is,  you 
muft  in  your  own  defence  (if  I may  life  the  cxprcfllon) 
grapi>le  the  lady,  and  paw  her  in  a manner  that  docs  not 
partake  in  the  leaft  of  gcntlcncfs.  Such  a rough  and  uncouth 
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condud,  together  with  a kifs  ravifhed  now  and  then  in 
the  mod  public  manner  and  fituations,  Is  not  only  pleafing 
to  the  fair  one,  but  even  to  her  parents,  if  prefent ; and 
is  conlidcrcd  by  all  parties  as  an  ad  of  the  greatell  gal- 
lantry and  gaiety.  In  fad,  the  Dutch  ladies  here,  from 
a peculiar  gay  turn,  admit  of  liberties  that  may  be  thought 
rcprehenlible  in  England;  but  perhaps  as  feldom  overAep 
the  bounds  of  virtue,  as  the  women  of  other  countries. 

During  my  rchdence  on  Ihorc,  whenever  I heard  of 
any  Hottentots  being  in  town,  I made  a point  of  endea- 
vouring to  get  a fight  of  them,  in  order  to  fee  whether 
thdr  manners  and  appearance  correfponded  with  the 
defeription  given  of  them  by  travellers;  fuch  as  being 
befmeared  with  greafe,  and  decorated  with  the  ftinking 
entrails  of  animals  ; on  which  they  likewife,  when  prcfTcd 
by  hunger,  arc  faid  to  feed. 

I faw  many  of  the  men,  without  being  able  to  make 
any  other  remarks  on  them,  than  that  they  were  thin, 
of  rather  a low  ftaturc,  but  formed  for  adivity : and 
further,  that  their  hair,  which  was  Ihort  and  woolly, 
as  well  as  their  whole  bodies,  was  bedaubed  with  fome 
imduous  or  greafy  fubflance,  which  was  very  offenfive. 

3 Ihey 


Digitized  by  Google 


VOYAGE  TO  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


They  were  of  a dark  brown  colour,  had  a flat  nofe,  thick 
lips,  large  full  eyes,  and  were  ornamented  with  ivory 
rings,  and  wore  narrow  flrips  of  the  flein  of  fomc  animal, 
devoid  of  its  hair,  around  their  neck,  legs,  and  arms. 
The  only  female  of  that  nation  I could  get  a figiit  of,  was 
during  a little  excurfion  in  the  environs  of  Cape  Town : 
walking  one  evening  with  a Dutch  gentleman,  to  fee  a 
garden  about  a mile  from  the  tow'n,  I accidentally  met 
one  of  thefe  ladies,  who  was  equally  as  ofFenfive  as  the  male 
I had  met. 

The  heavy  draft  work  about  the  Cape  is  moflly  performed 
by  oxen  ; which  are  here  brought  to  an  uncommon  degree 
of  ufefulnefs  and  docility.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
fourteen,  fixteen,  and  fometimes  eighteen,  in  one  of  their 
teams;  when  the  roads  are  heavy,  they  fometimes,  though 
rarely,  yoke  twenty  ; all  which  the  Hottentots,  Malayes, 
and  Cape  flaves,  have  in  the  moft  perfed  fubjedion  and 
obedience.  One  of  thefe  fellows  places  himfelf  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  waggon,  or,  when  loaded,  on  the  top  of 
the  load,  and  with  a tremendous  long  whip,  which,  from 
Its  fizc,  he  is  obliged  to  hold  in  both  his  hands,  manage* 
thefe  creatures  with  inexprcfliblc  addrefs.  I have  often 
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fcen  the  driver,  when  he  has  found  expedition  needful, 
make  them  keep  whatever  pace  he  thought  proper;  cither 
trot  or  gallop  (a  gait  performed  or  kept  up  with  diffi- 
culty by  European  oxen),  and  that  with  as  much  cafe  as 
if  he  was  driving  horfes.  This  immenfe  whip,  the  only 
thing  with  which  they  guide  the  team,  the  drivers  ufc  fo 
dexteroufly,  that  they  make  them  turn  a corner  with  the 
utmoft  nicety ; hitting  even  the  leading  pair,  in  whatever 
part  they  pleafe.  The  blows  thus  given  muft  inflidf 
intolerable  pain,  or  thefe  flow  animals  could  never  be 
brought  to  go  with  the  velocity  they  do  at  the  Cape. 
Thefe  footy  charioteers  likewife  manage  horfes  with  the 
fame  dexterity.  To  fee  one  of  them  driving  three,  four, 
five,  and  fometimes  fix  pair,  in  hand,  with  one  of  thefe 
long  whips,  as  I have  often  done  with  great  furprife, 
would  make  the  moll  complete  mailer  of  the  whip  in 
England  cut  a defpicable  figure.  Carriages  arc  not  very 
numerous  at  the  Cape,  as  the  inhabitants  in  general  travel 
in  covered  waggons,  which  better  fuit  the  roughnefs  of  the 
country.  The  governor  and  fome  few  of  the  principal 
people  keep  coaches,  which  are  a good  deal  in  the  Englilh 
llilc,  and  always  drawn  by  fix  horfes.  The  only  chariot 
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I law  there  belonged  to  the  governor ; I however  heard  there 
were  fome  others, 

November  i ith.  Having  got  on  board  fuch  animals,  pro- 
vihons,  &c.  as  we  could  flow,  the  commodore,  with  all  the 
officers  that  had  lodgings  on  fhore,  embarked.  Previous  to 
the  commodore’s  embarkation  he  gave  a public  dinner  to 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  the  officers  of  his 
fleet.  The  Dutch  governor  was  to  have  been  of  the 
party,  but  by  fome  unforefeen  event  was  detained  in 
the  country,  where  he  had  been  for  fome  days  before. 
Commodore  Phillip  had  his  band  of  mufic  on  fhore  upon 
the  occafion,  and  the  day  was  fpent  with  great  cliecrfulnefs 
and  conviviality. 

13th.  About  half  paft  one  o’clock  w'e  failed  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  A fmall  American  fhip  had  arrived 
during  the  forenoon,  bound  on  a trading  voyage  to  China, 
with  feveral  paflengers  on  board.  Wc  learnt  from  her, 
that  the  Hartwell  Eaft  Jndiaman  had  been  loft,  by  bordering 
too  clofe  on  the  ifland  of  Bonavifta,  in  order  to  land  fome 
recruits,  who  had  mutinied,  and  occafioned  great  difordcr 
and  confufion  in  the  fhip.  It  gave  us  plcafurc  to  hear  from 
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the  carpenter  of  the  Hartwell,  who  was  on  board  the  American 
Ibip,  that  no  lives  were  lo!t  by  the  accident.  The  principal 
part  of  the  crew,  we  found,  had  got  to  Madeira,  on  their 
return  to  England.  Abreaft  of  Penguin  Ifland,  about  three 
o’clock,  we  pafled  a large  Dutch  ftiip  from  Holland,  bound 
to  the  Cape,  with  troops  on.  board.  A little  before  it  was 
dark,  we  fpoke  the  Kent  whaler,  from  London,  who  had 
been  four  months  out.  She  with  ourfelves  w'as  endeavouring 
to  get  to  the  eaftward.  On  our  firft  difeovering  her,  as 
flic  feemed  deflrous  of  joining  or  fpcaking  to  the  fleet, 
we  were  in  hopes  of  her  being  from  England,  probably 
to  us  ; or  at  Icaft  that  we  might  get  letters  by  her  ; but  our 
fufpcnfe  on  thefe  points,  a fufpenfe  only  to  be  conceived 
by  perfons  on  long  voyages,  was  foon  put  an  end  to  by 
hearing  flie  had  been  fo  many  months  out.  A few  days 
before  we  left  the  Cape,  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  expe- 
dition received  letters  from  England  by  the  Ranger  Eaft  India 
packet.  Captain  Buchanan,  who  had  put  in  to  water,  and 
flop  a leak  ; both  of  which  being  foon  accompliflied,  flic 
proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

14th.  This  morning  Catherine  Pryor,  one  of  the  con- 
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vids,  was  delivered  of  a male  child.  1 he  officers,  feamcn, 
troops,  and  convids,  were  put  to  an  allowance  of  three  quarts 
of  water  a day. 

17th.  The  wind  variable,  inclining  to  the  fouthvvard  and 
eaftward,  with  hazy  weather,  an  epidemic  dyfentry  appeared 
among  the  convids,  which  very  foon  made  its  way  among  the 
marines,  and  prevailed  with  violence  and  obftinacy  until 
about  Chriftmas,  when  it  was  got  under  by  an  unremitting 
attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and  every  other  method  proper  and 
effential  for  the  removal  and  prevention  of  contagion.  It 
gives  me  pleafure  to  be  able  to  add,  that  we  only  loft  one 
perfon  by  this  difeafe,  violent  and  dangerous  as  it  was ; 
and  that  was  Daniel  CrelTwell,  one  of  the  troops  intended 
for  the  garrifon  ; who  was  feized  on  the  19th  of  November, 
and  died  the  30th  of  the  fame  month,  the  eleventh  day  of 
his  illnefs.  From  the  commencement  of  his  difordcr,  he 
was  in  the  moft  acute  agonizing  pain  I ever  was  witnefs  to ; 
nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  medicine  to  procure  him  the 
ffiorteft  interval  of  cafe.  His  cafe  being  a very  lingular  one, 

I have  tranfmitted  it,  with  fomc  others,  to  a medical  friend 
in  London,  with  permiffion  to  make  what  ufe  of  them  he 
may  think  proper.  The  wind  kept  to  the  fouthward  and 
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eaftward  until  the  21ft,  without  veering  a point  in  our 
favour,  which  carried  us  far  out  of  our  way  to  the  weft- 
ward;  but  that  day  it  lliiftcd. 

23d.  We  fpoke  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  informed  us, 
that  the  preceding  night  one  of  the  feamcn  had  fallen  front 
the  top-fail  yard,  and  was  drowned.  Indeed  it  was  fo  dark, 
and  the  ftiip  went  fo  faft  through  the  water,  that  all  efforts 
to  fave  him,  had  any  been  made,  would  have  proved  fruit- 
lefs.  This  day  and  the  following  running  to  eaftward,  with 
the  wind  to  the  fouthward  and  weftward,  we  faw  many 
aquatic  birds.' 

25th.  The  commodore  removed  into  the  Supply  armed 
tender,  and  took  with  him  Lieutenant  King  of  the  Sirius, 
and  Mr.  Dawes  of  the  marines,  whom  I had  before  occafton 
to  mention  as  having  undertaken  the  aftronomical  obferva- 
tions  during  the  voyage.  Having  likewife  feleded  fome  arti- 
ficers from  among  the  convids,  he  went  on,  taking  the  Alex- 
ander, .Scarborough,  and  Friendfhip  with  him,  being  faft  fail- 
ing vcffels  ; leaving  the  heavy  failcrs,  both  tranfports  and 
viifluallcrs,  tmder  the  direction  of  Captain  Hunter  of  the  Si- 
rius. Major  Rofs,  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  re- 
moved into  the  Scarborough,  as  did  the  adjutant. 

26th.  Wc 
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26th.  Wc  had  not  loft  fight  of  the  Supply  and  other  ’787- 
Ihips,  though  they  were  confiderably  ahead.  Between  nine 
and  ten  at  night  the  wind  came  to  the  S.  S.  E.  whieh  made 
us  tack  and  ftand  to  the  S.  W.  In  the  morning  could  fee 
nothing  of  the  flying  fquadron,  as  the  feamcn  termed  them. 

The  wind  continued  all  this  day  at  E.  S.  E.  with  plcafant 
clear  weather. 

28th.  The  wind  ftiifted  to  the  E.  N.  E. ; the  weather 
hazy,  with  fmall  rain  and  ftrong  breezes.  The  Sirius  made 
a fignal  for  the  convoy  to  clofe. 

30th.  The  wind  variable,  with  fome  heavy  fhowers,  and 
in  the  intervals  clear  weather. 

December  ift  and  2d.  The  wind  from  W.  S.  W.  to 
S.  W.  by  W.  in  lat.  40“  fouth,  long.  35"  10’  eaft;  the 
weather  moderate,  cold,  clear,  and  plcafant.  We  faw  birds 
of  different  kinds. 

3d.  In  the  evening,  and  on  the  fucceeding  day,  the  wind 
to  northward  and  weftward ; frclh  gales,  dark,  wet,  unplea- 
fiint  weather,  with  a high  fea.  The  Sirius,  for  fear  of  fepa- 
ration,  as  the  weather  did  not  look  kindly,  made  the  fignal 
for  the  convoy  to  keep  nearer  the  commanding  officer. 

5th.  In 
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5th.  In  the  morning  almoft  calm,  with  a heavy  fwell  ; 
in  the  evening  a fmall  breeze  fprung  up  at  the  N.  E.  which 
next  day  (hifted  to  the  weftward. 

1 6th.  In  lat.  41"  7’ fouth,  long.  74°  54' eaft,  clear  wea- 
ther, with  a fmall  breeze  at  N.  N.  W.  we  faw  fome  largo 
whales,  fcveral  birds,  moflly  of  the  petcral  kind,  a feal,  and 
fome  rock  weed. 

17th.  Dark,  cold,  and  gloomy.  Had  fome  gulls  and 
whales  round  the  Ihip. 

20th.  Wind  variable,  inclining  to  the  fouth.  I vifited 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  where  I found  fome  of  the  female  con- 
vifts  with  evident  fymptoms  of  the  feurvy,  brought  on  by 
the  damp  and  cold  weather  we  had  lately  experienced.  The 
two  fucceeding  days  the  wind  to  the  weftward,  though  at 
times  variable,  with  dark,  wet,  gloomy  weather;  in  lat. 
41°  18'  fouth,  long.  90°  7'  eaft.  We  faw  and  pafled  fome 
fea  weed.  On  thofe  days  the  feurvy  began  to  ftiow  itfclf  in 
the  Charlotte,  moftly  among  thofe  who  had  the  dyfentery 
to  a violent  degree  ; but  I was  pretty  well  able  to  keep  it 
under,  by  a liberal  ufe  of  the  eflence  of  malt,  and  fome 
good  wine,  which  ought  not  to  be  clafled  among  the 
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mod  indifferent  antifcorbutics.  For  the  latter  we  were  in- 
debted to  the  humanity  of  Lord  Sydney  and  Mr.  Nepean, 
principal  and  under  fecretaries  of  date. 

24th.  The  weather  dill  dark  and  gloomy.  Had  fcveral 
birds* round  the  (hip  of  the  albatrofs  and  peteral  kind; 
with  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  fomething  of  the  fea-hawk 
fpccies. 

27th.  Dark  hazy  weather,  with  fome  light  fqualls.  We 
paffed  more  fea  weed  ; fome  gulls,  and  many  of  the  before- 
mentioned  birds,  about  the  fhip, 

30th  and  3 id.  Strong  breezes,  with  unfettled-looking 
weather ; birds  dill  about  us,  and  likewife  fome  whales. 

January  id,  1788.  The  new  year  was  introduced 
with  a pretty  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  northward  and 
wedward,  which  was  the  fird  we  had  encountered  dnee 
we  left  England.  It  began  a little  before  12  o’clock  the 
preceding  night,  and  continued  till  feven  this  evening. 
The  Sirius  was  the  whole  day  under  her  day-fails;  and  the 
convoy  under  their  fore-fail  and  day-fails. 

2d  and  3d.  Smart  gales,  with  dark  gloomy  weather, 
Some  feals  and  oceanic  birds  about  the  fhip. 

4th.  Cloudy  weather,  in  latitude  44”  2'S.  The  Sirius 
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made  the  fignal  for  the  longitude  by  lunar  obfervation, 
which  was  found  to  be  135°  30'  Eaft.  In  the  evening  fome 
birds,  called  Mother  Cary’s  Chickens,  were  round  the  fliip. 

5th.  The  weather  cold  and  clear,  the  wind  N.  W.  PalTed 
fome  fea  weed.  In  the  morning  the  third  mate  thought  he 
faw  fome  divers  ; but  as  they  were  not  feen  by  any  other 
perfon,  not  much  attention  was  paid  to  the  report.  At 
night  we  had  fome  fqualls,  with  light  (Kowers  of  rain. 

7 th.  Early  in  the  morning  the  Lady  Penrhyn  made  the 
lignal  for  feeing  landj  but  it  only  proved  to  be  a fog- 
bank  ; a circumftancc  that  often  deceives  the  anxious 
mariner.  About  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  being  the  hcadmoft  fhip,  made  the  fame  fignal. 
The  Charlotte  being  next  in  fucceflion,  the  fignal  was 
fcarccly  difplayed,  before  we  alfo  difeorered  it  very  plainly 
through  the  haze ; and  repeated  the  fignal,  which  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  Sirius.  By  our  laft  lunar  obfervation  this 
land  appears  to  be  well  laid  down  in  Malkelyne’s  Tables, 
and  in  the  journals  of  the  celebrated  Cook  : but  to  the 
furprife  of  every  one  on  board,  we  found  a fmall  chart,  pub- 
lilhcd  by  Steele,  and  which  was  held  in  little  eftimation,  to 
be  not  only  accurate  as  to  the  fituation,  but  alfo  to  give  a to- 
lerable 
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lerable  appearance  and  defcription  of  Van  Dieman’s  Land  i 
indeed  fuch  as  may  prove  extremely  ufeful  to  fliips  coming 
this  way,  and  fully  fuflicient  to  enable  them  to  avoid  all 
danger  if  the  weather  be  clear.  For  my  own  part,  I fee 
no  hazard  that  attends  making  this  land  by  day  (fuch  an 
attempt  by  night  would  be  very  incautious  and  abfurd),  as 
nature  has  been  very  particular  in  pointing  out  where  it  lies, 
by  rocks  which  jutt  out  of  the  fea,  like  fo  many  beacons. 
I believe  a convoy  was  never  conduced  with  more  care,  or 
made  the  land  with  greater  accuracy  and  certainty,  than 
this.  Indeed,  ability  and  experienced  nautical  knowledge 
were  never  more  fully  evinced  on  all  occahons  than 
by  Captain  Hunter;  who,  I may  venture  to  pronounce, 
without  much  rifle  of  haying  my  veracity  called  in  quellion, 
one  of  the  moft  afllduous  and  accurate  obfervers,  and  able 
navigators,  the  prefent  day  furnifhes.  His  appointment  to 
this  expedition  by  Lord  Howe  is  ftrongly  marked  with  that 
prudence  and  wifdom  which  are  known  to  govern  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  condudt.  Captain  Hunter  has  a pretty  turn  for  draw- 
ing, which  will  enable  him,  no  doubt,  to  give  fuch  a 
defcription  of  this  coaft  as  will  do  credit  to  himfelf,  and  be 
of  Angular  advantage,  as  well  to  thofc  whofe  lot  it  may" 
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to  vHlt,  hereafter,  this  extenfive  coaft,  as  to  navigation  at 
large.  The  afliftance  of  Lieutenant  Bradley,  firft  of  the 
Sirius,  (who  likevvife  is  an  officer  of  more  than  common 
abilities),  as  a navigator  in  conducing  a convoy  in  a track  fo 
little  known,  muft  have  been  pleaflng  to  Captain  Hun- 
ter. 

As  we  run  in  with  the  land,  which  is  pretty  high, 
we  were  furprifed  to  fee,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  fomc 
fmall  patches  of  fnow.  The  haze  being  difperfed,  by 
a gentle  breeze  at  N.  N.  W.  we  could  obferve,  and  hear, 
as  we  were  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  ffiore, 
the  furf  beating  high  and  loudly  againft  fome  uneven 
rocks  which  jutted  out,  in  ftrange  projedtions,  into  the  fea. 
This  part  of  the  coaft,  as  far  as  we  could  fee,  is  bold, 
irregular,  and  craggy ; and  very  few  trees,  or  appearance  of 
verdure,  to  be  fecn.  At  four  in  the  afternoon,  being 
about  fix  or  eight  miles  to  the  caftward  of  the  eaftward- 
nioft  rock,  called  the  Mewftone  (there  being  feveral  others 
which  we  diftindlly  faw),  bearing  N.  N.  W.  we  difeovered 
to  the  weftward  of  them  fomc  eminences,  which  probably 
might  be  iflands ; or,  if  not,  fomc  land  running  a confi- 
derable  way  into  the  fea.  For  my  own  part  I am  inclined 
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to  believe  the  latter  to  be  the  cafe  ; though  the  diftancc 
was  too  great  to  hazard  a conclufive  opinion  upon  it, 
as  a large  fmokc  was  feen  clofc  to  the  innermoft  height. 

About  'feven,  fleering  to  the  eaflward,  along  fhorc, 
nearly  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles,  being  well  in  with  the 
weftward-moft  point  of  a very  large  bay,  called  Storm  Bay, 
laid  down  in  lat.  44°  3 S.  and  long.  146“  E.  we  difcovcred 
Swilly  bearing  S.  E.  y S.  and  a little  to  the  eaflward  of  it 
a fmall  rock,  rifing  out  of  the  fca,  diflinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Eddyftone,  from  its  refemblancc  to  the  Eddy- 
ftone  light-houfe  off  Plymouth,  which  was  very  per- 
ceptible at  the  diftance  we  were  then  from  it.  Our 
being  clofe  in  with  the  land,  prevented  us  from  feeing 
either  of  thefe  before,  as  they  lie  at  leaft  fix  or  feven 
leagues  out  to  fca.  From  the  S.  W.  cape,  which  lies 
in  lat.  43”  39' S.  and  long.  145"  50'  E.  to  the  S,  E.  cape, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  Tafman’s  South  Cape,  is  about 
the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  leagues.  As  we  got 
to  the  eaflward,  we  faw  many  trees,  raoftly  of  a dwarf  or 
ftunted  kind,  with  a whitifh  bark,  and  perfcdly  Icaflefs. 
This  part  of  the  country  ftill  continued  to  be  a rough, 
rugged,  uneven  traeV,  with  very  little  appearance  of  fertility. 
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1788.  Some  fmall  patches  of  verdure  were  difeovered  about  Storm 
Bay,  and  the  trees  feemed  to  increafe  in  number  and  fize. 
Between  eight  and  nine  at  night,  we  faw  a large  fire 
on  the  eaft  point  of  land  which  forms  this  bay,  made  by  the 
natives ; none  of  whom  could  we  fee  during  the  day, 
though  clofe  in  with  the  fliorc : nor  did  we  perceive  any 
other  indication  of  its  being  inhabited,  but  this  fire,  and 
the  fmoke  mentioned  to  be  feen  on  our  firft  falling  in 
with  the  land.  The  diftance  between  the  fmoke  and 
the  fire  was  eight  leagues,  a fpace  that  would  furcly 
have  exhibited  fome  other  proofs  of  popuJofity  had  it  been 
thickly  peopled. 

About  I o o’clock,  olF  Storm  Bay,  the  weather  moderately 
pleafant,  the  {hip  was  taken  aback.  The  Lady  Penrhyn 
was  then  under  our  lee  quarter,  which  obliged  us  to  tack  ; 
after  which  we  immediately  wore,  brought  the  £hip  to  the 
wind  on  the  other  tack,  and  flood  to  fea  with  the  reft 
of  the  fhips.  The  wind  was  then  at  N.  E.  which  juft 
enabled  us  to  weather  Swilly  and  the  Eddyftone.  As 
we  got  to  fea  the  wind  increafed  moderately. 

8th.  The  wind  and  weather  variable;  could  perceive  no- 
thing of  the  land.  I went  on  board  the  Fifhburne,  to  fee 
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the  boatfwain,  who,  on  the  firft  night  of  the  new  year, 
having  probably  drank,  more  grog  than  he  ought,  and  the 
fliip  labouring  much,  had  fallen  from  the  top-fail  yard ; by 
which  he  bruifed  himfelf  in  a dreadful  manner.  The  man 
being  highly  fcorbutic,  the  parts  foon  mortified,  and  he  died 
about  half  an  hour  after  I got  on  board.  The  mafler  of 
the  fkip  fbowed  evident  marks  of  great  concern  for  this 
invaluable  man,  as  he  termed  him.  He  declared  to  me,  that 
fooner  than  venture  again  on  fo  long  a voyage  without 
a furgeon,  he  would  put  to  fea  with  Icfs  than  half  his 
complement  of  men  ; for  he  was  ftrongly  of  opinion, 
that  if  the  poor  fellow  had  received  immediate  afliftance 
he  would  have  recovered.  I fhould  have  feen  him  fooner, 
but  was  prevented  by  my  own  indifferent  ftate  of  health. 
How  owners  of  fhips  can  think  of  fending  them  through 
fuch  a variety  of  climates,  and  a voyage  of  fo  great  a length, 
without  a furgeon,  is  to  me  a matter  of  furprife.  The  Lady 
Penrhyn,  owned  by  Alderman  Curtis,  was  the  only  mer- 
chant fhip  in  our  fleet  that  had  a furgeon.  What  the 
others  will  do  on  their  return.  Heaven  only  knows;  but 
this  1 well  know,  that  they  would  never  have  reached 
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thus  far  but  for  the  fuccour  given  them  by  myfclf  and  my 
afliftants. 

9th.  Wind  variable,  and  weather  hazy,  damp  and  dark  ; 
with  fome  vivid  flafhes  of  lightning,  fuccccdcd  by  diHant 
peals  of  loud  thunder.  On  the  morning  of  this  day  died 
Edward  Thomfon,  a convid,  worn  out  with  a melancholy 
and  long  confinement.  Had  he  lived,  I think  he  would 
have  proved  a deferving  member  of  focicty,  as  he  feemed 
fcnfiblc  of  the  impropriety  and  imprudence  of  his  former 
life,  and  ftudious  to  atone  for  it. 

loth.  The  wind  variable,  and  weather  dark  and  gloomy, 
with  a very  troublefome  high  fca.  About  two  o’clock 
P.  M.  we  had  one  of  the  moft  fudden  gulls  of  wind  I ever 
remember  to  have  known.  In  an  inllant  it  fplit  our  main- 
fiiil ; and  but  for  the  adivity  fiiewn  by  the  failors,  in  let- 
ting fly  the  fliects,  and  lowering  the  top-fails,  the  mads  mull 
have  gone  over  the  fide.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was 
clofe  to  us,  had  her  main  yard  carried  away  in  the 
flings.  Fortunately  for  us  the  fquall  was  of  Ihort  dura- 
tion, otherwife  the  Ihips  mull  have  fuflxrcd  confiderably 
from  the  uncommon  crofs  fea  that  was  running ; which 
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we  had  found  to  be  the  cafe  ever  fince  we  reached  this  1788, 

COaft.  January. 

C-  -J 

1 1th.  and  12th.  The  wind  variable,  inclining  to  the 
fouthward  and  weftvvard,  and  ftill  an  unpleafant  crofs 
troublcfome  fca.  We  faw  a whale,  feveral  feals,  and 
many  large  oceanous  birds,  which  we  frequently  fired  at, 
without  their  betraying  the  fmallcft  fymptom  of  fear  either 
at  the  report,  or  at  the  balls,  which  frequently  dropped 
dole  to  them.  A conclufion  may  be  drawn  from  hence, 
that  they  had  never  been  haraffed  with  fire  arms  before  ; if 
they  had,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  Ihown  fome  fear ; 
a fenfation  they  feemed  to  be  totally  unacquainted  with. 

In  all  our  firings  we  did  not  kill  one  of  them. 

19th.  In  the  evening  we  faw  the  land  over  Red  Point, 
bearing  W,  by  N.  the  extremes  of  the  land  from  S.  S.  W. 
to  N.  We  were  then  about  three  leagues  from  the  Ihore  ; and 
finding  it  unlikely  to  get  in  that  night,  Captain  Hunter 
made  the  fignal  for  the  convoy  to  come  within  hail; 
when  he  acquainted  them,  that  the  entrance  into  Botany  Bay 
bore  N.  N.  W.  : adding,  that  for  the  night  he  intended  to 
(land  off  and  on,  and  early  in  the  morning  make  fail 
for  the  bay. 

20th.  At 
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20th.  At  four  in  the  morning  the  Sirius  and  convoy  ! 

made  fail,  and  at  eight  o’clock  anchored  in  eight  fathom 
water;  Cape  Banks  E.  S.  E.  Point  Solander  S.  S.  E.  and  the 
entrance  of  the  bay,  between  thefe  two  lands,  W.  S.  W.  We 
found  here  the  Supply  tender,  which  had  arrived  the  1 8 th,  and 
the  Alexander,  Scarborough,  and  Fiiendihip  tranfports,  who 
had  only  arrived  the  day  before.  • To  fee  all  the  fhips  fafe  in 
their  deftined  port,  without  ever  having,  by  any  accident, 
been  one  hour  feparated ; and  all  the  people  in  as  good 
health  as  could  be  expedted  or  hoped  for,  after  fo  long  a 
voyage,  was  a light  truly  plealing,  and  at  which  every 
heart  mull  rejoice.  As  we  failed  into  the  bay,  fotne  of  the 
natives  were  on  the  Ihorc,  looking  with  feeming  attention  at 
fuch  large  moving  bodies  coming  amongll  them.  In  the 
evening  the  boats  were  permitted  to  land  on  the  north  lide, 
in  order  to  get  water  and  grafs  for  the  little  ftock  we  had 
remaining.  An  officer’s  guard  was  placed  there  to  prevent 
the  feamen  from  draggling,  or  having  any  improper  inter- 
courfe  with  the  natives.  Captain  Hunter,  after  anchoring, 
waited  on  the  governor,  on  board  the  Supply ; who,  with 
fcvcral  other  officers,  landed.  As  they  rowed  along  the 
Jhorc,  fomc  of  the  natives  followed  the  boat ; but  on  her 
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putting  in  for  the  fiiorc,  they  ran  into  the  woods.  Some  of 
the  gentlemen,  however,  before  they  returned  on  board,  ob- 
tained an  interview  with  them;  during  which  they  fliowed 
fome  diftruft,  but,  upon  the  whole,  were  civilly  inclined.  The 
boats  fent  to  haul  the  feine  returned,  having  had  tolerable 
fuccefs.  The  fifli  they  caught  were  bream,  mullet,  large 
rays,  belides  many  other  fmallcr  fpecics. 

2ift.  The  governor.  Captain  Hunter,  and  the  two 
mailers  of  the  men  of  war,  with  a party  of  marines,  fet  off 
this  morning,  in  two  rigged  long  boats,  to  examine  Port 
Jackfon,  a harbour  lying  a little  to  the  northward,  which 
was  difeovered  by  Captain  Cook. 

23d.  The  party  returned  this  evening,  full  of  praifes  on 
the  extent  and  excellence  of  the  harbour,  as  well  as  the 
fuperiority  of  the  ground,  water,  and  fituation,  to  that  of 
Botany  Bay  ; which,  I own,  docs  not,  in  my  opinion,  by 
any  means  merit  the  commendations  beftowed  on  it  by  the 
much-lamented  Cook,  and  others,  whofc  names  and  judg- 
ments arc  no  lefs  admired  and  eileemed.  During  his  excel- 
lency’s abfence  the  lieutenant  governor  had  ifl'ucd  his  orders 
to  land  all  the  artificers  that  could  be  found  among  the  con- 
vifts,  and  a party  of  others,  to  clear  the  ground  for  the  in- 
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1788.  tended  town,  to  dig  fawpits,  and  to  perform  every  thing 
^January. ^ cfilntial  towards  the  works  purpofed  to  be  carried 

on.  Although  the  fpot  fixed  on  for  the  towm  was  the  moft 
eligible  that  could  be  chofen,  yet  I think  it  would  never 
have  anfwcrcd ; the  ground  around  it  being  fandy,  poor, 
and  fwampy,  and  but  very  indifferently  fupplied  with  water. 
The  fine  meadows  talked  of  in  Captain  Cook’s  voyage,  I 
could  never  fee,  though  I took  feme  pains  to  find  them  out ; 
nor  have  I ever  heard  of  a perfon  that  has  feen  any  parts 
refembling  them.  While  the  people  were  employed  on 
ihore,  the  natives  came  feveral  times  among  them,  and 
behaved  with  a kind  of  cautious  friendlhip.  One  evening, 
while  the  feine  was  hauling,  fome  of  them  were  prefent, 
and  exprefled  great  furprife  at  what  they  faw ; giving  a 
Ihout  expreffivc  of  aftonifhment  and  joy,  when  they  per- 
ceived  the  quantity  that  was  caught.  No  fooner  were 
the  fifh  out  of  the  water,  than  they  began  to  lay  hold 
of  them,  as  if  they  had  a right  to  them,  or  that  they  were 
their  own  ; upon  which  the  officer  of  the  boat,  I think 
very  properly,  reftrained  them ; giving,  however,  to  each 
of  them  a part.  They  did  not  at  firft  feem  very  well 
pleafed  with  this  mode  of  procedure,  but  on  obferving 
-•  . with 
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with  what  juftice  the  fiih  was  diftributed,  they  appeared  17S8. 
content.  . 

While  we  remained  at  Botany  Bay,  as  I w'as  one 
morning  on  board  the  Supply,  we  faw  tw’enty-nine  of 
•the  natives  on  the  beach,  looking  towards  the  {hipping; 
upon  which  Lieutenants  Ball  and  King,  Mr.  Dawes,  and  iny- 
fclf,  went  on  (bore,  landing  at  the  place  where  they  were. 

-They  were  friendly  and  pacific,  though  each  of  them  was  arm- 
ed with  a fpear  or  long  dart,  and  had  a flick,  with  a {hell 
at  the  end,  ufed  by  them  in  throwing  their  weapons. 

Befides  thefe,  fome  few  had  fhields  made  of  the  bark  of  the 
cork  tree,  of  a plain  appearance,  but  fufficient  to  ward  off 
or  turn  their  own  weapons,  fome  of  which  were  pointed 
and  barbed  with  the  bones  of  fifh,  fafiened  on  with  fome 
kind  of  adhefivc  gum.  One  of  the  moft  friendly,  and  who 
appeared  to  be  the  moft  confident,  on  figns  being  made  to 
him,  ftuck  the  end  of  his  fhield  in  the  fand,  but  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  throw  his  fpear  at  it.  Finding  he 
declined  it,  I fired  a piftol  ball  through  it.  The  explofion 
frightened  him,  as  well  as  his  companions,  a little ; but 
they  foon  got  over  it,  and  on  my  putting  the  piftol  into  my 
pocket,  he  took  up  the  {hicld,  and  appeared  to  be  much 
- I furprifed 


Digitized  by  Google 


1x8 


WHITE*!  JOURNAL  OF 


1788.  furprired  at  finding  it  perforated.  Uc  then,  bjr  figns  and 
januarr.  ^ geflurcs,  fecmed  to  aflc  if  the  piftol  would  make  a hole 
through  him ; and  on  being  made  fenfible  that  it  would, 
he  (howed  not  the  fmallcft  figns  of  fear;  on  the  contrary 
he  endeavoured,  as  we  conftrued  his  motions,  to  imprefs  us 
with  an  idea  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  arms,  which  he 
applied  to  his  bread,  and  by  daggering,  and  a fliow  of 
> falling,  fccmcd  to  wi(h  us  to  underdand  that  the  force  and 
cfFe(d  of  them  was  mortal,  and  not  to  be  redded.  How- 
ever, I am  well  convinced  that  they  know  and  dread  the 
fuperiority  of  our  arms,  notwithdanding  this  (how  of  indif- 
ference ; as  they,  on  all  occadons,  have  difcovered  a didike 
to  a mufquet : and  fo  very  foon  did  they  make  themfclves 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  military  drcfs,  that,  from 
the  fird,  they  carefully  avoided  a foldier,  or  any  perfon 
wearing  a red  coat,  which  they  feem  to  have  marked  as  a 
fighting  vefture.  Many  of  their  warriors,  or  didinguilhed 
men,  we  obferved  to  be  painted  in  dripes,  acrofs  the  bread 
and  back,  which  at  fome  little  didance  appears  not  unlike 
our  foldicrs  crofs  belts. 

24th.  The  boats  were  employed  in  getting  water  and 
grafs  for  the  live  dock  ; as  the  governor,  finding  Port  Jack- 
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fon  more  fuitcd  to  his  wifhes,  had  determined  to  remove  to 
that  place,  and  form  the  fettlement  there.  While  thefe 
preparations  were  making,  every  perfon  in  the  fleet  were 
furprifed  to  fee,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  two  large  fliips 
plying  hard  in  the  ofKng  to  get  into  the  bay.  It  was  feen, 
in  the  evening,  that  they  had  French  colours  flying;  but 
the  wind  blowing  pretty  ftrong  out  of  the  bay,  they  were 
unable  to  get  in ; and  the  weather  becoming  thick  and 
hazy,  we  foon  loft  fight  of  them. 

25th.  Nothing  of  the  ftrange  fhips  to  be  fecn.  The 
governor,  with  a detachment  of  marines,  failed  in  the 
Supply  tender  for  Port  Jackfon ; leaving  inftrudions  with 
Captain  Hunter  to  follow  him  with  all  the  tranfports 
and  vidluallers,  as  foon  as  the  wind  and  weather  would 
permit. 

26th.  We  again  deferied  the  French  Ihips  ftanding  in 
for  the  bay,  with  a leading  wind  ; upon  which  Captain 
Hunter  fent  his  firft  lieutenant  on  board  the  commanding 
officer’s  fliip,  which  was  diftinguiflied  by  a broad  pendant, 
to  affift  them  in  comins  in.  Soon  after  the  lieutenants 

O 

were  returned  to  the  Sirius,  Captain  Clonnard,  the  French 
commodore’s  captain  (who  during  the  late  war  commanded 
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tl;c  Artois,  taken  by  the  Bienfaifant,  Captain  Macbride),  wait- 
ed on  Captain  Hunter,  and  informed  him,  that  the  fliips  were 
the  Aftrolabe  and  the  Bouflalc,  which  failed  from ’France  in 
the  year  1786,  under  the  command  of  Meflieurs  de  la 
Feroufe,  and  De  Langle.  He  further  acquainted  him,  that 
having  touched  at  Navigator’s  Ifles,  they  had  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lofe  Captain  De  Langle,  the  fecond  in  command, 
with  ten  other  officers,  and  two  boats  crews,  all  of  whom 
were  cut  off  by  the  natives  of  thofe  iflands,  who  appeared  to 
be  numerous  and  warlike.  This  accident  induced  them  to 
put  into  this  port,  in  order  to  build  fomc  boats,  which  they 
had  in  frames.  It  alfo  had  afforded  room  for  the  promotion 
of  Monfieur  Clonnard,  who,  on  their  leaving  France,  was 
only  the  commodore’s  firft  lieutenant. 

At  ten  o’clock  the  Sirius,  with  all  the  (hips,  weighed,  and 
in  the  evening  anchored  in  Port  Jackfon,  with  a few 
trifling  damages  done  to  fome  of  them,  who  had  run  foul  of 
each  other  in  working  out  of  Botany  Bay.  Port  Jackfon  I 
believe  to  be,  without  exception,  the  flneft  and  raoft  exten- 
five  harbour  in  the  univerfe,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
moll  fccurc  ; being  fafe  from  all  the  winds  that  blow.  It 
is  divided  into  a great  number  of  coves,  to  which  his 
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excellency  has  given  different  names.  That  on  which  the 
town  is  to  be  built,  is  called  Sydney  Cove.  It  is  one  of  the 
fmallcft  in  the  harbour,  but  the  moft  convenient,  as  ftiips  of 
the  greateft  burden  can  with  cafe  go  into  it,  and  heave  out 
clofc  to  the  fliore.  Trincomale,  acknowledged  to  be  one 
of  the  beft  harbours  in  the  world,  is  by  no  means  to  be 
compared  to  it.  In  a word,  Port  Jackfon  would  afford  fuffi- 
cient  and  fafe  anchorage  for  all  the  navies  of  Europe.  The 
Supply  had  arrived  the  day  before,  and  the  governor,  with 
every  perfon  that  could  be  fpared  from  the  fliip,  were  on 
Ihore,  clearing  the  ground  for  the  encampment.  In  the 
evening,  when  all  the  Oiips  had  anchored,  the  Englilh 
colours  were  difplayed ; and  at  the  foot  of  the  flag-ftaff  his 
Majefty’s  health,  and  fuccefs  to  the  fettlement,  was  drank  by 
the  governor,  many  of  the  principal  officers,  and  private  men, 
who  were  prefcnt  upon  the  occahon. 

27th.  A number  of  convifls  from  the  different  tranf- 
ports  were  landed  to  affift  in  clearing  the  ground  for  the 
encampment.  His  excellency  marked  the  outlines,  and  as 
much  as  poffible  to  prevent  irregularity,  and  to  keep  the 
eonvidis  from  ftraggling,  the  provoft  marffial,  aided  by 
the  patrole,  had  orders  to  take  into  cuftody  all  convifts  that 
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fhould  be  found  without  the  lines,  and  to  leave  them  in 
charge  of  the  main  or  quarter  guard.  The  boats  font  this 
day  to  fifli  were  fuccefsful.  Some  of  the  natives  came  into 
the  little  bay  or  cove  where  the  feine  was  hauled,  and 
behaved  very  friendly.  Indeed  they  carried  their  civility  fo 
far,  although  a people  that  appeared  to  be  averfe  to  work,  as 
to  aflift  in  dragging  it  alhore.  For  this  kind  office  they 
were  liberally  rewarded  with  fiffi,  which  feemed  to  plcafe 
them,  and  give  general  fatisfa&ion. 

29th.  A convenient  place  for  the  cattle  being  found,  the 
few  that  remained  were  landed.  The  frame  and  materials 
for  the  governor’s  houfe,  conftrufled  by  Smith  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  were  likewife  fent  on  lliore,  and  fome  preparations 
made  for  erecting  it.  This  day  Captain  Hunter  and 
Lieutenant  Bradley  began  to  take  a furvey  of  the  harbour. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  week,  all  the  marines,  their  wives 
and  children,  together  with  ail  the  convids,  male  and  female, 
were  landed.  The  laboratory  and  fick  tents  were  erefted, 
and,  I am  forry  to  fay,  were  foon  filled  with  patients  afflidled 
with  the  true  camp  dyfentery  and  the  feurvy.  More  piti- 
able objcdls  were  perhaps  never  feen.  Not  a comfort  or 
convenience  could  be  got  for  them,  befidcs  the  very  few  we 
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had  with  us.  His  excellency  feeing  the  ftate  thefe  poor  ob- 
jefis  were  in,  ordered  a piece  of  ground  to  be  inclofed, 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  vegetables  for  them.  The  feeds 
that  were  fown  upon  this  occahon,  on  firft  appearing  above 
ground,  looked  promifing  and  well,  but  foon  after 
withered  away ; which  was  not  indeed  extraordinary,  as 
they  were  not  fown  at  a proper  feafon  of  the  year.  The 
fick  have  increafed  fince  our  landing  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
a fpot  for  a general  hofpital  has  been  marked  out,  and  arti- 
ficers already  employed  on  it.  A proper  fpot,  contiguous 
to  the  hofpital,  has  been  chofen,  to  raife  fuch  vegetables  as 
can  be  produced  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  ; and  where  a 
permanent  garden  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital  is  to  be 
cftablilhed. 

February  ift.  We  had  the  moft  tremendous  thunder 
and  lightning,  with  heavy  rain,  I ever  remember  to  have 
feen. 

2d.  This  morning  five  fheep,  belonging  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  quartcr-mafter,  were  killed  by  the  lightning 
under  a tree,  at  the  foot  of  which  a flied  had  been  built  for 
them.  The  branches  and  trunk  of  the  tree  were  fhivered 
and  rent  in  a very  extraordinary  manner. 
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5th.  A ftorchoufc  has  been  begun,  for  the  purpofc 
of  receiving  the  ftores  and  provifions  of  the  three  tranfports 
bound  to  China.  On  a mufter  of  the  convids  this  morning, 
fomc  were  found  to  be  miffing,  and  fuppofed  to  have  gone 
to  Botany  Bay,  in  hopes  of  being  received  on  board  the 
French  ffiips ; which  arc  faid  to  be  ffiort  of  bands,  and  made 
more  fo  by  the  lofs  they  had  recently  fuftained,  as  before 
mentioned. 

7th.  The  governor’s  commiffion,  and  that  for  eftabliffi- 
ing  a criminal  court  of  judicature,  admiralty  court.  See. 
were  read.  After  this  was  done  the  troops  under  arms  fired 
three  volleys  ; when  his  excellency  thanked  the  foldiers  for 
their  fieady  and  good  condud  ; which  Major  Rofs  cauled  to 
be  inferred  in  the  general  order  book.  The  governor  then 
addrefied  the  convids  in  a ffiort  fpeech,  extremely  well 
adapted  to  the  people  he  had  to  govern,  and  who  were  then 
before  him.  Among  many  circumftances  that  would  tend 
to  their  future  happinefs  and  comfort,  he  recommended 
marriage  ; affiiring  them  that  an  indiferiminate  and  illegal 
intercourfe  would  be  puniffied  with  the  greateft  feverity 
and  rigour.  Honefty,  obedience,  and  induftry,  he  told 
them,  would  make  their  fituation  comfortable;  whereas 
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a contrary  line  of  condudt  would  fubjcdl  tlicm  to  ignominy, 
feveritics,  and  punifbmcnt.  When  the  ceremony  was  con- 
cluded, his  excellency,  attended  by  all  the  officers  of  the 
colony,  withdrew  to  a tent  pitched  for  the  occafion,  where 
a cold  dinner  was  laid  out ; and  after  the  cloth  was 
removed,  many  loyal  and  public  toafls  were  drank. 

8th.  A party  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  garrifon  fet  out 
by  land  to  pay  a vifit  to  the  French  at  Botany  Bay  ; from 
whom  they  met  with  the  moft  hofpitable,  polite,  and 
friendly  reception  and  treatment.  Many  of  the  convids 
who  had  been  miffing  had  been  at  Botany  Bay.  They  had 
oifered  thcmfclves  to  the  French  navigators  on  any  terms, 
but  not  one  of  them  had-  been  received.  This  refufal 
obliged  them  to  return  ; and  when  they  came  back  they 
were  real  objeds  of  pity.  Confeious  of  the  puniffiment  that 
awaited  fo  imprudent  and  improper  an  experiment,  they 
had  flayed  out  as  long  as  the  cravings  of  nature  would  per- 
mit, and  were  nearly  half  ftarved.  A woman  named  Ann 
Smith,  and  a man,  have  never  llncc  been  heard  of.  They 
are  fuppofed  to  have  miffed  their  way  as  they  returned,  and 
to  have  perifhed  for  want.  As  the  French  commodore  had 
given  his  honour  that  he  would  not  admit  any  of  them  on 
1 board. 
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1788.  board,  it  cannot  be  thought  he  would  take  them.  The 
j ebnury.  convift,  it  is  tfuc,  was  a Frenchman,  named  Peter  Paris, 
and  it  is  poflible,  on  that  account,  he  might  have  been  con- 
cealed through  pity,  by  his  countrymen,  and  carried  ofF 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding  officer.  At  the 
very  time  the  party  from  hence  were  gone  by  land  to  Botany 
Bay,  Captain  Clonnard  came  round  in  a boat,  on  a vifit  of 
ceremony  from  Monfieur  de  la  Peyroufe  to  the  governor. 
He  brought  with  him  fome  difpatches,  which  he  requefted 
might  be  forwarded  to  the  French  ambaffiidor  at  the  court 
of  London,  by  the  firft  tranfports  that  failed  for  England. 
The  captain  flayed  all  night,  and  returned  the  next  morn- 
ing. This  day,  for  the  firft  time,  a Kangaroo  was  fhot  and 
brought  into  camp.  Some  of  the  natives  pafted  pretty  clofe 
to  the  Sirius,  without  feeming  to  exprefs,  by  their  counte- 
nance or  adlions,  either  fear,  curiofity,  or  furprife.  During 
the  courfe  of  this  week  fourteen  marriages  were  folemnized. 
The  criminal  court,  confifting  of  fix  officers  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  forces  by  land  or  fca,  with  the  judge  advocate,  fat  for  the 
firft  time  ; before  whom  feveral  convi£ls  were  tried  for  petty 
larceny.  Some  of  them  were  acquitted,  others  fentcnced  to 
receive  corporal  punifhmcnt,  and  one  or  two  were,  by 
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the  decifioa  of  the  court,  ordered  to’ a barren  rock,  or  little  17SS. 
ifland,  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  there  to  remain  on 
bread  and  water  for  a ftated  time. 

1 2th.  The  commilllons  were  read  a fecond  time,  at  the 
defire  of  fome  of  the  officers,  whofc  fituation  with  the 
battalion  prevented  them  from  being  prefent  at  the  firft 
reading  ; after  which,  the  lieutenant  governor  and  judge 
advocate  were  fworn  in  juftices  of  the  peace ; and  Lieute- 
nant King  (fecond  of  the  Sirius)  fuperintendant  and  command- 
ing officer  of  New  Norfolk  iHand  ; an  appointment  given 
him  by  the  governor. 

14th.  The  Supply  failed  for  Norfolk  Ifland,  with  Lieu- 
tenant King  and  his  detachment,  conflfling  of  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham, maftcr’s  mate,  and  Mr.  jamefon,  furgeon’s  firft  mate,  of 
the  Sirius,  two  marines,  and  twelve  male  and  female  convifls. 

The  governor  furnifhed  him  with  provifions  and  ftores  of 
every  kind  for  fix  months,  and  with  tools  for  cutting  down 
timber;  which  laft  employment  was  the  purpofe  of  his 
million. 

27th.  Thomas  Barrett,  Henry  Lovel,  and  Jofeph  Hall, 
were  brought  before  the  criminal  court,  and  tried  for 
felonioufly  and  fraudulently  taking  away  from  the  public 
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17S8.  ftore  beef  and  peafe,  the  property  of  the  crown.  They  were 
Feiwuary.  convifled  on  the  cleared  evidence ; and  fentcnce  of  death 
being  pafled  on  them,  they  were,  about  fix  o’clock  the  fame 
evening,  taken  to  the  fatal  tree ; where  Barrett  was  launch- 
ed into  eternity,  after  having  confefled  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Johnfon,  who  attended  him,  that  he  was  guilty  of  the 
crime,  and  had  long  merited  the  ignominious  death  which 
he  was  about  to  fuffer,  and  to  which  he  faid  he  had  been 
brought  by  bad  company  and  evil  example.  Lovcl  and 
Hall  were  refpited  until  fix  o’clock  the  next  evening. 
When  that  awful  hour  arrived,  they  were  led  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  juft  as  they  were  on  the  point  of  afeending 
the  ladder,  the  judge  advocate  arrived  with  the  governor’s 
pardon,  on  condition  of  their  being  banifhed  to  fome  unin- 
habited place. 

29th.  Daniel  Gordon  and  John  Williams  were  tried  and 
convifted  of  ftcaling  wine,  the  property  of  Mr.  Zachariah 
Clarke.  Williams  being  an  ignorant  black  youth,  the  court 
recommended  him  to  tlie  governor  as  a proper  objeft  of 
mercy,  and  he  was  accordingly  pardoned.  Gordon,  who  was 
another  black,  had  his  fentcnce  of  death,  while  at  the 
gallows,  changed  to  banifhracnt  with  Lovcl  and  Hall. 
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30th.  John  Freeman  was  tried  for  ftcaling  from  another  1788. 
convia  feven  pounds  of  flour.  He  was  convided,  and  February. 
fentenced  to  be  hanged  ; but  while  under  the  ladder,  with 
the  rope  about  his  neck,  he  was  offered  his  free  pardon 
on  condition  of  performing  the  duty  of  the  common  exe- 
cutioner as  long  as  he  remained  in  this  country;  which, 
after  fome  little  paufe,  he  reluflantly  accepted.  William 
Shcerman,  his  accomplice,  was  fentenced  to  receive  on  his 
bare  back,  with  a cat-o’nine- tails,  three  hundred  lafhes, 
which  were  infliaed. 

A New  Holland  Cajfowary  was  brought  into  camp.  This 
bird  flands  feven  feet  high,  meafuring  from  the  ground  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  head,  and,  in  every  refpea,  is 
much  larger  than  the  common  Cajfowary  of  all  authors,  and 
differs  fo  much  therefrom,  in  its  form,  as  to  clearly  prova 
it  a new  fpecies.  The  colour  of  the  plumage  is  greatly 
fimilar,  confifting  of  a mixture  of  dirty  brown  and  grey; 
on  the  belly  it  was  fomewhat  whiter ; and  the  remarkable 
ftruaure  of  the  feathers,  in  having  two  quills  with  their 
webs  arifing  out  of  one  fliaft,  is  feen  in  this  as  well  as  the 
common  fort.  It  differs  materially  in  wanting  the  horny 
appendage  on  the  top  of  the  head.  The  head  and  beak 
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are  much  more  like  thofe  of  the  oftrich  than  the  common 
Caflbwarjr,  both  in  fhape  and  fizc.  Upon  the  upper  part 
of  the  head  the  feathers,  with  which  it  is  but  thinly 
covered,  are  very  fmall,  looking  more  like  hair  than  fea- 
thers, and  in  having  the  neck  pretty  well  clothed  with 
them,  except  the  chin  and  throat,  which  are  fo  thinly 
covered,  that  the  Ikin,  which  is  there  of  a purplifli  colour, 
may  be  feen  clearly.  The  fmall  wings  are  exceedingly 
fliort,  which  form  a ridiculous  contraft  with  the  body, 
as  they  are  even  lefs  than  thofe  of  the  CalTowary:  they 
have  no  large  quills  in  them,  being  only  covered  with  the 
fmall  feathers  that  grow  all  over  the  body.  Another  fingu- 
larity  alfo  prefents  itfelf  in  this  fpecies,  which  is  in  refpeft 
to  the  legs.  As  to  the  back  part  of  them,  the  whole 
length  is  indented,  or  fawed,  in  a remarkable  manner. 
The  toes  are  three  in  number,  the  middle  one  long,  the 
other  two  ihort,  with  ftrong  claws,  not  unlike  the  lame 
part  of  the  common  fpecies.  On  examining  the  vifeera, 
they  differed  from  that  of  every  other  fpecies  of  the  fea- 
thered kind  which  I had  ever  feen;  particularly  in  having 
no  gizzard,  or  fecond  ftomach ; and  the  liver  was  fo 
very  fmall,  that  it  did  not  exceed  in  fize  that  of  a black- 
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bird.  To  this  liver  was  joined  a large  gall-bladder,  well 
diftended  with  bile.  The  crop,  or  llomach,  was  filled 
with  at  leaft  fix  or  feven  pounds  of  grafs,  flowers,  and  a 
few  berries  and  feeds.  The  intefiinal  canal  was  at  leaft 
fix  yards  long,  very  wide,  and  of  a regular  cylindrical  lhape 
from  the  opening  of  the  ftomach  to  the  vent.  The  heart 
and  lungs  were  feparated  by  a diaphragm  or  midriff,  and 
bore  a tolerable  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  bird.  The 
flefh  of  this  bird  was  very  good,  and  tafted  not  unlike 
young  tender  beef. 

This  bird  is  fuppofed  to  be  not  uncommon  in  New 
Hollandy  as  it  has  been  frequently  feen  by  our  Settlers 
both  at  Botany  Be^  and  Port  Jachfon,  but  is  exceedingly 
fhy,  and  runs  fafter  than  a greyhound.  One  of  them 
however  has  been  fliot*. 

March  9th.  The  governor,  with  two  long  boats  manned 
and  armed,  returned  from  Broken  Bay,  fituated  a little  to  the 
northward,  which  he  had  been  exploring  for  fcveral  days. 
It  affords  good  fhelter  for  fhipping,  and  the  entrance  is  bold ; 

* A drawing  «u  taken  from  this  bird,  of  which  an  engraving  is  annexed.  It  has 
been  lately  fern  to  England  by  the  governor,  as  a prefent  to  Lord  Sydney,  who, 
through  the  medium  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  has  depofited  it  in  the  colleilions  of 
biatural  Hillory  of  Mr.  John  Hunter  in  Leiceftcr  Square. 
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it  cannot,  however,  be  compared  to  Port  Jackfon.  While 
he  was  there,  he  faw  a great  many  of  the  natives,  fome  of 
whom  he  thinks  he  had  obferved  before,  either  at  Botany 
Bay  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Jackfon.  One  of  the 
females  happened  to  fall  in  love  with  his  great  coat ; and  to 
obtain  it,  Ihc  ufed  a variety  of  means.  Firft,  (he  danced, 
and  played  a number  of  antic  tricks ; but  finding  this  mode 
inefheflual,  (he  had  rccourfe  to  tears,  which  (he  (hed  plenti- 
fully. This  expedient  not  anfwering,  (he  ccafed  from  weeping, 
and  appeared  as  cheerful  as  any  of  the  party  around  her. 
From  this  little  incident  it  may  be  feen  that  they  are  not  a 
people  devoid  of  art.  At  Broken  Bay  many  of  the  females, 
young  and  old,  had  the  firft  joint  of  the  little  finger,  on 
their  left  hand,  cut  off.  As  this  was  the  cafe  with  thofe 
who  were  married,  or  appeared  to  be  fo  from  their  having 
young  children,  as  well  as  with  thofe  who  were  too  young 
for  a conncdlion  of  that  nature,  it  was  not  poflible  to  ac- 
count for  the  caufc  of  fuch  an  amputation.  Thefts  and  depre- 
dations on  one  another  have  become  fo  very  frequent  and  glaring 
among  the  convids,  that  fcarcely  a day  palTcs  without  fome  of 
thefe  miferablc  delinquents  being  punifhed.  So  hardened  in 
wickednefs  and  depravity  are  many  of  them,  that  they  feem 
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infenfible  to  the  fear  of  corporal  punilhment,  or  even  death 
itfclf. 

The  principal  bufinefs  going  forward  at  prefcnt  is  eredling 
cabbage-tree  huts  for  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  convids ; 
fome  ftore-houfes,  &c.  ; and  a very  good  hofpital ; all 
which  in  the  completion  will  coft  a great  deal  of  time  and 
trouble,  as  the  timber  of  this  country  is  very  unfit  for  the 
purpofc  of  building.  Nor  do  I know  any  one  purpofc  for 
which  it  will  anfwcr,  except  for  fire-wood  ; and  for  that  it 
is  excellent : but,  in  other  refpeds,  it  is  the  worft  wood 
that  any  country  or  climate  ever  produced  ; although  fome 
of  the  trees,  when  ftanding,  appear  fit  for  any  ufc  wjiatever, 
marts  for  Ihipping  not  excepted.  Strange  as  it  may  be  ima- 
gined, no  wood  in  this  country,  though  fawed  ever  fo  thin, 
and  dried  ever  fo  well,  will  float.  Repeated  trials  have 
only  ferved  to  convince  me  that,  immediately  on  immerfion, 
it  finks  to  the  bottom  like  a ftone. 

The  rtone  of  this  country  is  excellent  for  building,  could 
any  kind  of  cement  be  found  to  keep  it  together.  There  is 
not  any  lime-ftone  (I  believe)  in  New  South  Wales.  The 
governor,  notwithftanding  that  he  had  collcdted  together 
all  the  fliells  whieh  could  be  found,  for  the  purpofc  of 
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obtaining  from  them  the  lime  ncccflary  to  the  conftruftion 
of  a houfe  for  his  own  rcfidence,  did  not  procure  even  a 
fourth  part  of  the  quantity  which  was  wanted.  The  foun- 
dation ftone  of  a private  houfe  for  him  has  been  laid  ; and  a 
plate  of  copper,  with  the  following  infcription  engraved  on 
it,  is  to  be  placed  in  the  wall : 

ARTHUR  PHILLIP,  Esq. 

Captain  General  in  and  over  his  Majefty’s  Territory 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  its  Dependencies  j 

Arrived  in  this  Country  on  the  i8th  Day  of 
January,  1788,  with  the  firft  Settlers  j 

And  on  the  15th  Day  of  May,  in  the  fame  Year, 
the  firft  of  thefe  Stones  was  laid. 

The  Supply  tender  returned  from  Norfolk  liland ; where, 
with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  the  (lores  fent  with  Lieu- 
tenant King  were  landed,  on  account  of  the  rockync/s  of 
its  ffiorc,  and  the  violence  of  the  furf  that  almoft  continually 
beats  upon  it.  In  her  paffage  there  (he  fell  in  with  an 
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ifland,  in  lat.  31®  36' S.  long.  159®  4'  E.  never  before  dif-  1788.  [ ■ . 

covered,  to  which  Lieutenant  Ball,  who  commanded  the  , ^ ! 

Supply  on  this  occation,  gave  the  name  of  Lord  Howe’s 

Ifland.  On  her  return  to  this  port  flie  flopped  at  it,  and  ! ' ; 

found  the  landing  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  difficult  as  at  ! 

Norfolk  Ifland.  The  fliore  in  many  places  was  covered 

with  excellent  turtle,  eighteen  of  which  were  brought  here,. 

and  proved  a feafonablc  fupply  to  the  convidls  affiided  with 

the  feurvy,  many  of  whom  were  in  a deplorable  fltuation. 

i 

The  fmallefl  turtle  brought  from  Lord  Howe’s  Ifland  did 
not  weigh  left  than  150  lb.  Theyalfo  found  on  it,  in  great 
plenty,  a kind  of  fowl,  refembling  much  the  Guinea  fowl 
in  Ihape  and  fize,  but  widely  different  in  colour ; they 
being  in  general  all  white,  with  a red  flcfliy  fubflance 
riling,  like  a cock’s  comb,  from  the  head,  and  not  unlike 
a piece  of  fealing-wax.  Thefc  not  being  birds  of  flight, 
nor  in  the  leafl  wild,  the  failors  availing  themfelves  of  their 
gcntlenefs  and  inability  to  take  wing  from  their  purfuits, 
cafily  ftruck  them  down  withr  flicks.  There  were  alfo  many 
birds  of  the  dove  kind,  as  tame  as  the  former,  and  caught 
with  equal  facility.  Some  of  them  were  brought  alive  to 
this  place.  Belldes  thefe,  the  fliore  abounded  with  fea. 
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birds  of  feveral  fpecies.  The  ifland  is  very  barren,  and  not 
more  than  twenty  miles  in  circumference. 

25th.  The  Scarborough,  Lady «Penrhyn,  and  Charlotte, 
tranfports,  being  cleared  of  government  ftorcs,  were  dif- 
charged  from  the  fervice,  and  are  (hortly  to  depart  for 
China,  in  order  to  load  home  with  tea,  they  being  chartered 
by  the  Eart;  India  company  for  that  purpofe. 

April  15th.  His  excellency,  attended  by  Lieutenant  Ball 
of  the  navy,  Lieutenant  George  Johnfton  of  the  marines, 
the  judge  advocate,  myfelf,  three  foldiers,  and  two  feamen, 
landed  in  Manly  Cove  (fo  called  from  the  manly  conduft  of 
the  natives  when  the  governor  firfl;  vifited  it),  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  entrance  into  Port  Jackfon  harbour,  in  order  to 
trace  to  its  fource  a river,  which  had  been  difeovered  a few 
days  before.  We,  however,  found  this  impra<fticable,  owing 
to  a thicket  and  fwamp  which  ran  along  the  fide  of  it.  The 
governor,  anxious  to  acquire  all  the  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try in  his  power,  forded  the  river  in  two  places,  and  more 
than  up  to  our  waifts  in  water,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
avoid  the  thicket  and  fwamp ; but,  notwithftanding  all  his 
pcrfcvcrance,  we  were  at  length  obliged  to  return,  and  to 
proceed  along  the  fea  fliore,  a mile  or  two  to  the  northward. 
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At  the  end  of  this  we  fell  in  with  a fmall  falt-water  lagoon, 
on  which  we  found  nine  birds,  that,  whilft  fwimming,  moft 
perfedlly  rcfembled  the  rara  avis  of  the  ancients — a black 
fwan.  We  difeharged  feveral  (hot  at  them,  but  the  diftance 
was  too  great  for  execution.  Our  frequent  firing,  however, 
caufed  them  to  take  wing,  and  they  flew  towards  the  fea, 
which  was  very  near,  in  the  order  that  wild  geefc  generally 
preferve ; the  one  before  the  other.  Had  we  not  raifed 
them,  we  fhould  certainly  have  concluded  that  they  were 
black  fwans ; but  their  flight  gave  us  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  fome  white  feathers,  which  terminated  the  tip  of  each 
wing ; in  every  other  part  they  were  perfedtly  black.  Their 
fize  appeared  not  equal  to  that  of  an  European  fwan,  but 
the  fliape  exadtly  correfponded,  except  about  the  wings, 
which  fsemed  rather  fmall  for  the  body.  We  not  long  after 
difeovered  the  great  brown  King’s  Fiflier,  of  which  a plate 
is  annexed.  This  bird  has  been  deferibed  by  Mr.  Latham 
la  his  General  Synopfis  of  Birds,  vol.  ii.  p.  603,  nearly  to 
the  following  purport : — The  length  eighteen  inches ; the 
bill  black  above,  and  white  beneath ; the  feathers  of  the 
head  narrow,  and  pretty  long,  fo  as  to  form  a kind  of  creft. 
They  are  of  a brown  colour,  flreaked  with  paler  brown ; the 
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1788.  back  and  wings  in  general  brown;  the  lower  part  of  the 
back  and  rump  pale  blue-green ; the  outer  edges  of  the 
quills  blue;  within  and  the  tips  black.  On  the  wing  covert 
is  a patel  of  glofly  blue-green  : the  tail  is  barred  with  ferru- 
ginous, and  fteel-black,  gloficd  with  purple  ; the  end,  for 
one  inch,  white ; the  under  part  of  the  body  is  white,  tranf- 
verfely  ftreaked  with  dufky  lines  ; legs  yellow,  claws  black. 

This  bird  is  not  uncommon  in  many  iHands  of  the  South 
Seas,  being  pretty  frequent  at  JVew  Guinea,  from  whence 
the  fpecimen  came  from  which  Mr.  Latham  took  his  dc- 
feription : it  is  alfo  an  inhabitant  of  New  Holland,  from 
whence  feveral  have  been  fent  over  to  England. 

We  rounded  this  lagoon,  and  proceeded  four  or  five 
miles  weftward,  along  the  banks  of  a fmall  frefli-watei 
^iver,  which  emptied  itfclf  into  it,  and  had  for  its  fourci 
only  a fwamp,  or  boggy  ground.  After  we  had  pafled  thi 
fwamp,  we  got  into  an  immenfe  wood>  the  trees  of  whic 
were  very  high  and  large,  and  a conllderable  dillance  apar 
with  little  under  or  brulh  wood.  The  ground  was  not  vc 
good,  although  it  produced  a luxuriant  coat  of  a kind 
four  grafs  growing  in  tufts  or  bulhes,  which,  at  fdmci  d 
tance,  had  the  appearance  of  meadow  land>  and  migVvt 
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miftaken  for  it  by  fuperficial  examiners.  Here  we  pitched 
our  tents  (without  which  the  governor  never  travelled)  for 
the  night,  near  a fwamp,  out  of  which  wc  were  fupplied 
with  water,  not,  indeed,  either  of  the  heft  or  cleareft  kind. 
The  night  being  cold,  and  a heavy  dew  falling,  we  kept  up 
a large  fire  before  the  tents,  which,  though  in  one  refpeil 
an  excellent  precaution,  far  from  chafing  away,  feemed  to 
allure  the  mufquitos,  which  tormented  us  inexpreflibly 
during  the  whole  night.  We  this  day  difeovered  the 
Bankfian  Cockatoo.  This  fpecies  was  firft  deferibed  by  Mr. 
Lathaitty  in  his  feventh  volume  or  fupplement  to  the  Ge~ 
neral  Synopfis  of  Birds,  and  the  one  in  the  plate  annexed 
differs  from  that  in  fome  few  particulars. — In  Mr.’ 
Latham's  figure  the  general  colour  is  dulky  black,  the  fea- 
thers of  the  head  longer  than  the  reft,  forming  a creft; 
and  each  of  thofe  on  the  head,  back  of  the  neck,  and 
major  part  of  the  wings,  have  a fpot  of  buff-colour  at  the 
tips ; the  under  parts  of  the  body  barred  with  narrow  bars 
of  buff-colour ; the  tail  is  black  at  the  bottom  and  ends  of 
the  feathers,  but  the  middle  of  a fine  red,  barred  irregu- 
larly with  black.— In  our  fpecimen,  the  general  colour  of 
the  bird  is  olive,  or  rufty  black ; the  head  feathers  pretty 
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long,  and  about  the  fides  of  the  head  and  top  of  it  is  a 
mixture  of  fine  yellow  ; but  none  of  the  feathers  are  marked 
with  buff  at  the  tips,  nor  is  the  under  part  of  the  body 
croffed  with  buff-colour.  In  the  tail  it  differs  fcarcely  at 
all  from  Mr.  Latham  % figure. 

Thefe  birds  have  been  met  with  in  fcveral  parts  of 
Holland. 

We  likewife  faw  feveral  Blue-bellied  Parrots.  This  is  a 
very  beautiful  bird  ; and  Mr.  Lathatny  whofc  leave  we  have 
to  copy  the  account  of  it,  from  his  Syn.  vol.  i.  p.  213, 
N®  14;  B.  deferibes  it  thus  : “ The  length  is  fifteen  inches ; 
“ the  bill  is  reddifh  ; orbits  black  j head  and  throat  dark 
“ blue,  with  a mixture  of  lighter  blue  feathers  ; back  part 
“ of  the  head  green  ; towards  the  throat  yellow  green  •, 
“ back  and  wings  green ; prime  quills  dufky,  barred  wit\ 
“ yellow ; bread  red,  mixed  with  yellow ; belly  of  a fin 
“ blue  ; thighs  green  and  yellow  ; tail  cuneiform  j the  tw 
“ middle  feathers  green  ; the  others  the  fame,  but  brig 
“ yellow  on  the  outer  edges ; legs  dulky.” 

This  bird  is  a very  common  fpecies  in  various  parts 
New  Hollandy  and  in  great  plenty  both  at  Botany  Bay  i 
Port  Jackfon,  It  is  found  . to  differ  much  in  plume 
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fevcral  other  varieties  having  been  met  with,  which  are  17SS. 
natives  of  Amboina  and  others  of  the  Molucca  JJlauds.  ^ 

16th.  We  purfued  our  route  weftward,  proceeding  many 
miles  inland,  without  being  able  to  trace,  by  a fingle  veftige, 
that  the  natives  had  been  recently  in  thofe  parts.  We  faw, 
however,  fome  proofs  of  their  ingenuity,  in  various  figures 
cut  on  the  fmooth  furface  of  forae  large  ftones.  They  con- 
fifted  chiefly  of  reprefentations  of  themfelves  in  different 
attitudes,  of  their  canoes,  of  feveral  forts  of  fifli  and  animals  j 
and,  confidering  the  rudenefs  of  the  inftruments  with  which 
the  figures  mu  ft  have  been  executed,  they  feemed  to  ex- 
hibit tolerably  ftrong  likeneffes.  On  the  ftones,  where  the 
natives  had  been  thus  exercifing  their  abilities  in  fculpture, 
were  feveral  weather-beaten  fliells.  "The  country  all  around 
this  place  was  rather  high  and  rocky  ; and  the  foil  arid, 
parched,  and  inhofpitable. 

In  the  evening,  after  a long  and  fatiguing  march,  we  fell 
in  with  the  north-weft  branch  of  Port  Jackfon  harbour.  Here 
the  two  feamen,  overcome  with  fatigue,  and  having  their 
fliocs  torn  from  their  feet  through  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
road  along  which  we  had  travelled,  could  proceed  no  further. 

This  circumftance  induced  the  governor  to  confign  them  to 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


WHITE’S  JOURNAL  OF  A 


the  care  of  Lieutenant  Ball,  and  a marine,  fupplying  them 
with  provifions  fufficient  to  laft  them  till  they  reached  the 
fliips.  His  excellency,  with  the  reft  of  the  party,  pulhed 
on  to  the  weftward,  by  the  water  fide,  in  hopes  of  finding 
better  land,  and  a more  open  country.  About  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  a fteep  valley,  where  the  flow- 
ing of  the  tide  ceafed,  and  a /rcfli-watcr  ftream  commenced. 
Here,  in  the  moft  defert,  wild,  and  folitary  feclufion  that 
the  imagination  can  form  any  idea  of,  we  took  up  our 
abode  for  the  night ; drefted  our  provifions,  walhed  our  Hurts 
and  ftockings,  and  turned  our  inconvenient  fituation  to  the 
beft  advantage  in  our  power.  Saw  this  day  the  Anomalous 
Hornbill,  of  which  a plate  is  annexed.  This  bird  is  fo  very 
Angular  in  its  feveral  charadteriftics,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  which  of  the  prefent  known  genera  to  refer  it.  In 
the  bill  it  feems  moft  allied  to  the  hornbill^  but  the  legi  are 
thofe  of  a toucan^  and  the  tongue  is  more  like  that  of  a ertyto 
than  any  other ; it  muft  therefore  be  left  to  future  ornitho- 
Jogifts  to  determine  the  point,  refting  here  fatisfied  with 
dcfcriblng  its  external  appearance. 

The  fize  of  the  body  is  not  much  Icfs  than  that  of  a crow  : 
the  bill  is  very  large,  and  bent,  particularly  at  the  tip  of  the 
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upper  mandible  ; the  noftrils  and  fpace  round  the  eyes  are 
bare  and  red ; the  head,  neck,  and  all  beneath,  are  of  a 
pale  grey,  croffed  over  the  thighs  with  dufky  lines ; the 
back  and  wings  do/ky  lead-colour,  with  the  end  of  each 
feather  black ; the  tail  is  long  and  wedgc-fliapcd,  the  fea- 
thers white  at  the  ends ; near  which  is  a bar  of  black. 
The  bill  and  legs  are  brown  j the  toes  arc  placed  two  before 
and  two  behind,  as  in  the  farrot  or  toucan  genus. 

This  lingular  bird  was  met  with  at  New  Holland,  from 
whence  three  or  four  fpecimens  have  found  their  way  to 
England,  but  whether  it  is  a numerous  fpecies  has  not  been 
mentioned. 

The  next  morning  We  hid  our  tents  and  the  remains  of 
our  provillons,  and  with  only  a little  rum,  and  a fmall 
quantity  of  bread,  made  a forced  march  into  the  country, 
to  the  weftward,  of  about  fourteen  miles,  without  being 
able  to  fucceed  in  the  objeft  of  our  fearch,  which  was  for 
good  land  well  watered.  Indeed,  the  land  here,  although 
covered  with  an  endlefs  wood,  was  better  than  the  parts 
which  we  bad  already  explored.  Finding  it,  however,  very 
unlikely  that  we  Ihould  be  able  to  penetrate  through  this 
iinmcnfe  foreft,  and  circumftanced  as  we  were,  it  was 
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1788.  thought  more  prudent  to  return.  We,  accordingly,  af 

April.  afi  expeditious  walk,  reached  the  ftream  from  whence  • 

had  fet  out  in  the  morning,  and  taking  up  the  tents  at 
provifions  which  we  had  left,  proceeded  a little  farth 
down,  to  the  flowing  of  the  tide,  and  there  pitched  01 
tents  for  the  night ; during  which  it  rained  very  heavil; 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  The  Wattled  Bee-eater,  c 
which  a plate  is  annexed,  fell  in  our  way  during  the  courl 
of  the  day.  This  bird  is  the  fize  of  a mijfel  thrufii^  but  muc! 
larger  in  proportion  ; its  total  length  being  about  fourteej 
inches.  The  feathers  on  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  longc 
than  the  reft,  give  the  appearance  of  a creft  ; thofe  of  the  un- 
der part  are  fmooth  ; the  plumage  for  the  moft  part  is  brown, 
the  feathers  long  and  pointed,  and  each  feather  has  a ftreak 
of  white  down  the  middle  ; under  the  eye,  on  each  fide,  is 
a kind  of  viattle.,  of  an  orange  colour ; the  middle  of  the 
belly  is  yellow ; the  tail  is  wedge-Qiapcd,  flmilar  to  that  of 
the  magpie^  and  the  feathers  tipped  with  white  j the  bill 
and  legs  are  brown. 

This  bird  feems  to  be  peculiar  to  New  Holland^  and  is  un- 
doubtedly a fpecies  which  has  not  hitherto  been  deferibed. 

1 8th.  We  began  our  progrefs  early  in  the  morning, 
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bending  our  courfe  down  the  river.  Some  places  along 
the  Ihore,  where  the  tide  had  flowed  fo  as  to  obflruft  our 
paflage,  we  were  obliged  to  ford;  and,  at  times,  we  were  under 
the  neceflity  of  climbing  heights  nearlyinacccflible.  At  length, 
after  undergoing  much  fatigue,  we  were  agreeably  furprifed, 
and  cheered,  with  the  fight  of  two  boats,  fent  by  Captain 
Hunter  to  meet  us,  and  juft  then  coming  up  with  the 
tide.  By  them  we  learnt,  that  Lieutenant  Ball,  with  his 
enfeebled  party,  had  arrived  fafe  at  the  Ihip  the  day  after 
they  had  quitted  us.  We  all  went  on  board  the  boats, 
and  fell  down  the  river  till  we  got  to  a plcafant  little  cove, 
where  we  dined,  with  great  fatisfaeftion  and  comfort,  upon 
the  welcome  provifions  which  were  fent  in  the  boats  by 
the  governor’s  fteward.  After  having  refreflied  ourfclves, 
we  again  embarked,  and  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening 
arrived  in  Sydney  Cove. 

We  werelikewife  able,  during  this  excurfion,  to  take  one  of 
the  Gold-winged  Pigeons,  of  which  a plate  is  annexed.  This 
bird  is  a curious  and  Angular  fp>ecies,  remarkable  for  having 
moft  of  the  feathers  of  the  wing  marked  with  a brilliant  fpot 
of  golden  yellow,  changing,  in  various  reflections  of  light,  to 
green  and  copper-bronze ; and,  when  the  wing  is  clofed, 
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788.  forming  two  bars  of  the  fame  acrofs  it.  The  general  colour  of 
f the  bird  otherwife  is  brown,  changing  to  vinaceous  red  on  the 
breaft,  in  the  manner  of  our  domeftic  fpccics.  The  fore  part 
of  the  head  and  chin  are  buff  colour,  with  a ftreak  of 
brownifli  red  pafling  on  each  fide  through  the  eye.  The 
quills  and  tail  are  darker  than  the  reft  of  the  plumage,  but 
all  the  feathers  of  the  laft,  except  the  two  middle  ones, 
incline  to  lead  colour,  with  a bar  of  black  near  the  tip. 
The  bill  and  legs  are  of  a dull  red. 

This  fpecies  is  a native  of  New  South  TVales^  feveral  of 
them  having  been  fent  from  Port  'Jachfon. 

2 2d.  On  the  morning  of  this  day  the  governor,  accom- 
panied by  the  fame  party,  with  the  addition  of  Lieutenant 
CrcflAvcll  of  the  marines  and  fix  privates,  landed  at  the 
head  of  the  harbour,  with  an  intention  of  penetrating  into 
the  country  weftward,  as  far  as  feven  days  provifions  would 
admit  of;  every  individual  carrying  his  own  allowance  of 
bread,  beef,  rum,  and  water.  The  foldiers,  befide  their 
own  proviftons,  carried  a camp  kettle,  and  two  tents,  with 
their  poles,  6cc.  Thus  equipped,  with  the  .additional 
weight  of  fpare  fliocs,  ftrirts,  trowfers,  together  with  a 
great  coat,  or  Scotch  plaid,  for  the  purpofc  of  fleeping  in,  as 
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ibe  nights  were  cold  we  proceeded  on  our  deftination. 
We  likewife  took  with  us  a fmall  hand  hatchet,  in  order 
to  mark  the  trees  as  we  went  on  ; thofc  marks  (called  in 
America  blazwg)  being  the  only  guide  to  direft  us  in  our 
return.  The  country  was  fo  rugged  as  to  render  it  almoft 
impoflible  to  explore  our  way  by  the  afliftance  of  the 
compafs. 

In  this  manner  we  proceeded  for  a mile  or  two,  through 
a part  well  covered  with  enormous  trees,  free  from  under- 
wood. We  then  reached  a thicket  of  brulh-wood,  which 
we  found  fo  impervious,  as  to  oblige  us  to  return  nearly 
to  the  place  from  whence  we  had  fet  out  in  the  morning. 
Here  we  encamped,  near  fomc  ftagnant  water,  for  the 
night,  during  which  it  thundered,  lightened,  and  rained. 
About  eleven  o’clock  the  governor  was  fuddenly  attacked 
with  a moft  violent  complaint  in  his  fide  and  loins,  brought 
on  by  cold  and  fatigue,  not  having  perfedlly  gotten  the 
better  of  the  lafi;  expedition.  The  next  morning  being 
fine,  his  excellency,  who  was  rather  better,  though  ftill  in 
pain,  would  not  relinquifh  the  objc<St  of  his  purfuit ; and 
therefore  we  proceeded,  and  foon  got  round  the  wood  or 
thicket  which  had  haralTed  us  fo  much  the  day  before. 
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After  we  had  pafled  it,  we  fell  in  with  an  hitherto  unper- 
ccivcd  branch  of  Port  Jackfon  harbour,  along  the  bank  of 
which  the  grafs  w'as  tolerably  rich  and  fucculent,  and  in 
height  nearly  up  to  the  middle,  interfperfed  with  a plant 
much  rcfembling  the  indigo.  We  followed  this  branch 
weft  ward  for  a few  miles,  until  wc  came  to  a fmall  frclh 
water  ftream  that  emptied  itfelf  into  it.  Here  we  took  up 
our  quarters  for  the  night,  as  our  halls  were  always  regulated 
by  frefh  water,  an  eflential  point  by  no  means  to  be 
difpenfed  with,  and  not  very  abundant,  or  frequently  to  be 
met  with,  in  this  country.  Wc  made  a kettle  of  excellent 
foup  outof  a white  cockatoo  and  ttvo  crows  w'hichl  had  fliot, 
as  w^e  came  along.  The  land  all  around  us  was  fimilar  to 
that  which  we  had  palled.  At  night  w’e  had  thunder, 
lightning,  and  rain.  The  govxa"nor,  though  not  free  from 
pain,  was  rather  recovering. 

24th.  As  foon  as  the  dew,  which  is  remarkably  heavy  in 
this  country,  was  off  the  ground,  we  proceeded  to  trace 
the  river,  or  Imall  arm  erf  the  lea.  The  banks  of  it  were 
now  pleafant,  the  trees  immenfely  large,  and  at  a confidcrablc 
diflance  from  each  other;  and  the  land  around  us  flat,  and 
rather  low,  but  well  covered  with  the  kind  of  grafs 
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mentioned.  Here  the  tide  ceafedtoflow;  and  all  further 
progrefs  for  boats  was  flopped  by  a flat  fpace  of  large  broad 
ftoncs,  over  which  a frefh  water  flream  ran.  Juft  above  this 
flat,  clofe  to  the  water- flde,  we  difeovered  a quarry  of  flates; 
from  which  we  expeded  to  derive  great  advantage  in  refpedt 
to  covering  our  houles,  ftores,  &c.  it  being  a material 
beyond  conception  difficult  to  be  procured  in  this  country  ; 
but  on  trial  it  was  found  of  no  nfe,  as  it  proved  to  be  of 
a crumbling  and  rotten  nature.  On  this  frefli  water  ftream» 
as  well  as  on  the  fait,  we  faw  a great  many  ducks  and  teal  ; 
three  of  which  we  /hot  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  befidet 
two  crows,  and  fbme  loraquets.  About  four  in  the  after- 
noon, being  near  the  head  of  the  flream,  and  fomewhat 
apprehenfive  of  rain,  we  pitched  our  tents,  before  the  graft 
became  wet ; a circumflance  which  would  have  proved  very 
uncomfortable  during  the  night.  Here  we  had  our  ducks 
picked,  fluffed  with  fome  flices  of  fait  beef,  and  roafted; 
and  never  did  a repaft  feem  more  delicious ; the  fait  beef, 
ferving  as  a palatable  fubftitute  for  the  want  of  fait,  gave 
it  an  agreeable  rclifh.  ,The  evening  cleared  up,  and  the 
night  proved  dry.  During  the  latter,  we  heard  a noife 
which  not  a little  furprifed  us,  on  account  of  its  rcfcmblance 
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to  the  human  voice.  What  it  proceeded  from  \vc  could  not 
difeover  ; but  I am  of  opinion  that  it  was  made  by  a bird, 
or  fome  animal.  The  country  round  us  was  by  no  means  fo 
good,  or  the  grafs  fo  abundant,  as  that  which  we  had  pafied. 
The  water,  though  neither  clear,  nor  in  any  great  quantity, 
was  neither  of  a bad  quality  nor  ill-tailed. 

The  next  d.ay,  after  having  fowed  fome  feeds,  we  purfued 
our  route  for  three  or  four  miles  weft,  where  we  met  with 
a mean  hut,  belonging  to  fame  of  the  natives,  but  could 
not  perceive  the  fmalled  trace  of  their  having  been  there 
lately.  Clofe  to  this  hut  we  faw  a Kangaroo,  which  had 
come  to  drink  at  an  adjacent  pool  of  f^agnated  water,  but  wc 
could  not  get  within  (hot  of  it.  A little  farther  on,  we 
fell  in  with  three  huts,  as  deferted  as  the  former, 
and  a fwamp,  not  unlike  the  American  rice  grounds. 
Near  this  wc  faw  a tree  in  flames,  without  the  leaf! 
appearance  of  any  natives;  from  which  we  fufpedlcd  that 
it  had  been  fet  on  fire  by  lightning.  This  circuraftancc 
was  firft  fuggelled  by  Lieutenant  Ball ; who  had  remarked, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  that  every  part  of  the  country,  though 
the  moll  inacccll'ible  and  rocky,  appeared  as  if,  at  certain 
times  of  the  year,  it  had  been  all  on  fire.  Indeed  in 
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many  parts  we  met  with  very  large  trees,  the  trunks  of 
which  and  branches  were  evidently  rent,  and  demolilhed 
by  lightning.  Clofe  by  the  burning  tree  we  faw  three 
kangaroos.  Though  by  this  time  very  much  fatigued, 
we  proceeded  about  two  miles  farther  on,  in  hopes  of  finding 
fome  good  water,  but  without  effcdt;  and  about  half  part 
four  o’clock  we  took  up  our  quarters  near  a ftagnant  pool. 
The  ground  was  fo  very  dry  and  parched,  that  it  was  with 
fome  difficulty  we  could  drive  cither  our  tent  pegs  or  poles 
into  it.  The  country  about  this  fpot  was  much  clearer  of 
underwood  than  that  which  we  had  pafTed  during  the  day. 
The  trees  around  us  were  immenfely  large,  and  the  tops  of 
them  filled  with  loraquets  and  paroquets  of  exquifite 
beauty,  which  chattered  to  fuch  a degree,  that  we  could 
fcarcely  hear  each  other  fpeak.  We  fired  feveral  times  at 
them,  but  the  trees  were  fo  very  high  that  we  killed  but 
few. 

26th.  We  ftill  direded  our  courfe  weftward,  and  pafled 
another  tree  on  fire ; and  others  which  were  hollow,  and 
perforated  by  a fmall  hole  at  the  bottom,  in  which  the 
natives,  feemed  to  have  fnared  fome  animal.  It  was 
certainly  done  by  the  natives,  as  the  trees  where  thefe 

holes 


*51 

1788. 

April. 


V 


' Digitized  by  Google 


WHITE’S  JOURNAL  OF  A 


holes  or  perforations  were,  had  in  general  many  knotehes 
cut,  for  the  purpofc  of  getting  to  the  top  of  them.  After 
this  we  crofled  a water-courfe ; whieh  fhews,  that  at 
fome  fcafons  the  rain  is  very  heavy  here,  notwithftanding 
that  there  was,  at  prefent,  but  little  water  in  it.  Beyond 
the  ehafm,  we  came  to  a pleafant  hill,  the  top  of  which 
was  tolerably  clear  of  trees,  and  perfcfily  free  from 
underwood.  His  excellency  gave  it  the  name  of  Belle 
Veiie.  From  the  top  of  this  hill  we  faw  a chain  of  hills  or 
mountains,  which  appeared  to  be  thirty  or  forty  miles 
diftant,  running  in  a north  and  fouth  dirc<3ion.  The 
northernmoft  being  confpicuouily  higher  than  any  of  the 
reft,  the  governor  called  it  Richmond  Hill\  the  next,  or 
thofc  in  the  centre,  Lanfdo'wn  Hills  \ and  thofc  to  the 
fouthward,  which  are  by  much  the  lowcft,  Carmarthen 
Hills. 

In  a valley  below  Belle  Veiie^  we  faw  a fire,  and  by  it 
found  fome  chewed  root  of  a falinc  taftc,  which  fhewed 
that  the  natives  had  recently  been  there.  The  country 
hereabout  was  pleafant  to  the  eye,  well  wooded,  and  covered 
with  long  four  grafs,  growing  in  tufts.  At  the  bottom  of 
this  valley  or  flat,  we  crofled  another  water-courlc,  and 
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afcendcd  a hill,  where  the  wood  was  fo  very  thick  as  to 
obftruft  our  view.  Here,  finding  our  provifions  to  run 
Ihort,  our  return  was  concluded  on,  though  with  great 
reludancej  as  it  was  ouf  wilh,  and  had  been  our  deter- 
mination, to  reach  the  hills  before  us  if  it  had  been  pofilble. 
In  our  way  back,  which  we  eafily  difcovered  by  the  marks 
made  in  the  trees,  wc  faw  a hollow  tree  on  fire,  the  frpoke 
iffuing  out  of  the  top  part  as  through  a chimney.  On 
coming  near,  and  minutely  examining  it,  wc  found  that  it 
had  been  fet  on  fire  by  the  natives ; for  there  was  fome 
dry  grafs  lighted  and  put  into  the  hole  wherein  we  had 
fuppofed  they  ufed  to  fnare  or  take  the  animal  before 
alluded  to.  In  the  evening,  where  we  pitched  our  tents, 
we  {hot  two  crows  and  fome  loraquets,  for  fupper.  The 
night  was  fine  and  clear  ; during  which  we  often  heard, 
as  before,  a found  like  the  human  voice,  and,  from  its 
continuance  on  one  fpot,  we  concluded  it  to  proceed  from 
a bird  perched  on  fome  of  the  trees  near  us. 

27th.  We  now  found  ourfelves  obliged  to  make  a forced 
march  back,  as  our  provifions  were  quite  exhaufied ; a 
circumftance  rather  alarming,  in  cafe  of  U^ng  our  way ; 
which,  however,  we  met  with  no  difficult  in  difeovering, 
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by  the  marked  trees.  By'our  calculation  wc  had  penetrated 
into”  the  country,  to  the  weftward,  not  Icfs  than  thirty- 
two,  or  thirty-three  miles.  This  day  we  faw  the  dung  of  an 
animal  as  large  as  that  of  a horfe,  but  it  was  more  like 
the  excrement  of  a hog,  intermixed  with  grafs.  When 
we  got  as  far  back  as  the  arm  or  branch  of  the  fea  which 
form?  the  upper  part  of  Port  Jackfon  harbour,  we, faw  many 
ducks,  but  could  not  get  within  ftiot  of  any  of  them.  It 
was  now  growing  late  j and  the  gorernor  being  appre- 
henilve  that  the  boats  which  he  had  ordered  to  attend 
daily,  might  be,  for  that  day,  returning  before  we  could 
reach  them,  he  fent  Lieutenants  Johndon  and  CrclTwcll,  with 
a marine,  a-head,  in  order  to  fecurc  fuch  provifions  as 
might  have  been  fent  up ; and  to  give  directions  for  the 
boats  to  come  for  us  the  next  morning,  as  it  then  appeared 
very  unlikely  that  all  the  party,  who  were,  without  excep- 
tion, much  fatigued,  could  be  there  foon  enough  to  fave 
the  tide  down..  Thofe  gentlemen  accordingly  went 
forward,  and  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  juft  in  time ; and 
they  returned  to  us  with  a fcafonablc  fupply  of  bread, 
beef,  rum,  and  wine.  As  foon  as  they  had  joined  us,  we 
encamped  for  .t^  aiight,  on  a fpot  about  the  diftance  of  a 
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mile  from  the  place  where  ;he  boats  were  to  take  us  up  in 
the  morning.  His  excellency  was  again  indifpofed,  occa- 
honed  by  a return  of  his  complaint,  which  had  been  brought 
on  by  a fall  into  a hollow  place  in  the  ground,  that  being 
concealed  by  the  long  grafs,  he  was  unable  to  difccrn.  We 
pafTed  the  next  day  in  examining  different  inlets  yi  the 
upper  part  of  the  harbour.  We  faw  there  fome  of  the 
natives,  who,  in  their  canoes,  came  along-fide  of  the  boat, 
to  receive  fome  trifles  which  the  governor  held  out  to  them* 
In  the 'evening  we  returned  to  Sydney  Cove. 

May  I ft.  James  Bennet,  a youth,  was  executed  for 
robbing  a tent  belonging  to  the  Charlotte  tranfport,  of 
fugar  and  fome  other  articles.  Before  he  was  turned  off 
he  confeffcd  his  guilt,  and  acknowledged,  that  young  as  he 
was  he  had  been  sm  old  offender.  Some  other  trifling 
thefts  were  brought  before  the  court  at  the  fame  time, 
and  thofe  concerned  in  them  lentenced  to  receive  corporeal 
punilhment. 

The  Supply  tender  failed  for  Lord  Howe’s  Ifland  to  fetch 
turtle;  as  did  the  Lady  Penrhyn  tranfport  for  China.  The 
Scarborough  dropped  down  the  harbour ; Ihe  was  followed  the 
next  day  by  the  Charlotte,  and  they  failed  in  company  for 
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China.  Some  of  the  natives  came  along-fide  the  Sirius,  and 
made  figns  to  have  their  beards  taken  off.  One  of  them  pa- 
tiently, and  without  fear  or  diftruft,  underwent  the  operation 
from  the  fliip’s  barber,  and  feemed  much  delighted  with  it. 

2ift.  William  Ayres,  a convid,  who  was  in  a ftate  of 
convalcfcence,  and  to  whom  I had  given  permiflion  to  go 
a little  way  into  the  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  gathering 
a few  herbs  wherewith  to  make  tea,  was,  after  night,  brought 
to  the  hofpital,  with  one  of  the  fpcars  ufed  by  the  natives 
(ticking  in  his  loins.  It  had  been  darted  at  him  as  he  was 
(looping,  and  while  his  back  was  turned  to  the  aflailant. 
The  weapon  was  barbed ; and  Auck  fo  very  faA,  that  it 
would  admit  of  no  motion.  After  dilating  the  wound  to 
a confiderable  length  and  depth,  with  fome  difficulty  I ex- 
trafted  the  fpear,  which  had  penetrated  the  Aeffi  nearly 
three  inches.  After  the  operation,  he  informed  us  that  he 
received  his  wound  from  three  of  the  natives,  who  came 
behind  him  at  a time  when  he  Aifpeficd  no  perfon  to  be 
near  him  except  Peter  Burn,  whom  he  had  met  a little 
before,  employed  on  the  fame  bufinefs  as  himfelf.  He 
added,  that  after  they  had  wounded  him,  they  beat  him 
in  a cruel  manner,  and  Aripping  the  deaths  from  his  back, 
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carried  them  ofF ; making  figns  to  him  (as  he  interpreted 
them)  to  return  to  the  camp.  He  further  related,  that  after 
they  had  left  him,  he  faw  Burn  in  the  poireillon  of  another 
party  of  the  natives,  who  were  dragging  him  along,  with 
his  head  bleeding,  and  fcemingly  in  great  diftrefs  ; while  he 
himfclf  was  fo  exhaufted  with  lofs  of  blood,  that,  inllead 
of  being  able  to  aflift  his  companion,  he  was  happy  to 
efcape  with  his  life. 

The  Port  Jackfon  thrujhy  of  which  a plate  is  annexed, 
inhabits  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Jackfon.  The  top  of 
the  head  in  this  fpecies  is  blueilh-grcy ; from  thence  down 
the  hind  part  of  the  neck,  and  the  back,  the  colour  is  a 
fine  chocolate  brown  ; the  wings  and  tail  are  lead  colour, 
the  edges  of  the  feathers  pale;  the  tail  itfelf  pretty  long,  and 
even  at  the  end  j all  the  under  parts  from  chin  to  vent  are 
dufley-white,  except  the  middle  of  the  neck,  juft  above  the 
breaft,  which  inclines  to  chocolate.  The  bill  is  of  a dull 
yellow;  legs  brown. 

25th.  The  Supply  arrived  from  Lord  Howe’s  Iftand 
without  a fingle  turtle,  the  obje<ft  for  which  (he  was  fent: 
a dreadful  difappointment  to  thofe  who  were  languiftiing 
under  the  feurvy ; many  of  whom  are  fince  dead,  and  there 
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is  great  reafbn  to  fear  tliat  feveral  others  \yill  fpon  fliare  the 
fame  fate.  This  diforder  has  now  rifen  to  a moft  alarming 
height,  without  any  poifibility  of  checking  it  until  fomc 
vegetables  can  be  raifed;  which,  from  the  fcafon  of  the 
year,  cannot  take  place  for  many  months.  And  even  then 
I am  apprehenfive  that  there  will  not  be  a fufficiency  pro- 
duced, fuch  arc  the  labour  and  difficulty  which  attend  the 
clearing  of  the  ground.  It  will  fcarcely  be  credited,  when  I 
declare  that  I have  known  twelve  men  employed  for  five  days, 
in  grubbing  up  one  tree ; and  when  this  has  been  effefted, 
the  timber  (as  already  obferved)  has  been  only  fit  for  fire- 
wood ; fo  that  in  confequence  of  the  great  labour  in  clearing 
of  the  ground,  and  the  weak  flate  of  the  people ; to  which 
may  be  added  the  fcarcity  of  tools,  moft  of  thofe  we  had  being 
either  worn  out  by  the  hardnefi  of  the  timber,  or  loft  in  the 
woods  among  the  grafs,  through  the  careleflhcfs  of  the 
conviffts ; the  profpedt  before  us  is  not  of  the  moft  pleafing 
kind.  All  the  ftock  that  was  landed,  both  public  and 
private,  feems,  inftead  of  thriving,  to  fall  off  exceedingly. 
The  number  at  firft  was  but  inconfiderablc,  and  even  tJiat 
number  is  at  prefent  much  diminifhed.  The  Ihcep,  in  parti- 
cular, decreafer  apidly,  very  few  being  now  alive  in  tire 
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colony,  although  there  were  numbers,  the  property  of  Go-*  . 1788. 
vernment  or  individuals,  when  firft  landed. 

26th.  Two  men  of  the  Sirius  Were  brought  before  the 
criminal  court,  and  tried  for  aflaulting,  and  beating,  in  a 
cruel  manner,  another  man  belonging  to  the  fame  veflel, 
while  employed  on  an  idand  appropriated  by  the  governor 
to  the  ufe  of  the  fliip.  They  were  fentcnced  to  receive 
five  hundred  ladies  each,  but  could  not  undergo  the  whole 
of  that  punidiment,  as,  like  mod:  of  the  perfons  in  the 
colony,  they  were  much  afflidted  with  the  feurvy. 

28th.  Captain  Hunter,  his  firft  lieutenant,  and  the 
fnrgeon  of  the  Sirius,  went  to  the  point  of  land  which 
forms  the  north  head  of  Port  Jackfon.  In  going  there 
they  difeorered  an  old  man,  with  a little  girl  about  five 
years  of  age,  lying  clofe  to  the  ground  watching  their  mo- 
tions, and  at  the  fame  time  endeavouring  to  conceal  them- 
felves.  The  furgeoft  had  his  gun  with  him,  the  effedVs  of 
which  he  let  the  old  man  fee,  by  {hooting  a bird,  which  fell 
at  his  feet.  The  cxplofion  at  firft  greatly  alarmed  him,  but 
perceiving  that  they  intended  him  no  ill,  he  foon  got  over 
his  fears.  The  bird  was  then  given  to  him,  which  (having 
barely  plucked,  and  not  more  than  half  broiled  it)  he  de- 
voured, 
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vourcd,  entrails,  bones,  and  all.  The  little  girl  was  much 
frightened,  and  endeavoured  to  hide  herfelf  behind  the 
old  man,  to  efcape  the  Icaft  obfervation. 

30th.  Captain  Campbell  of  the  marines,  who  had  been 
up  the  harbour  to  procure  fomc  ruflies  for  thatch,  brought 
to  the  hofpital  the  bodies  of  William  Okcy  and  Samuel  Daris, 
two  rufh-cutters,  whom  he  had  found  murdered  by  the  natives 
in  a Aiocking  manner.  Okey  was  transfixed  through  the 
bread  with  one  of  their  fpears,  which  with  great  difficulty 
and  force  was  pulled  out.  He  had  two  other  fpears  (licking 
in  him  to  a depth  which  muft  have  proved  mortal.  His 
(hull  was  divided  and  comminuted  fo  much  that  his 
brains  eafily  found  a palTage  through.  His  eyes  were  out, 
but  thefe  might  have  been  picked  away  by  birds.  Davis 
was  a youth,  and  had  only  fome  trifling  marks  of  violence 
about  him.  This  lad  could  not  have  been  many  hours  dead  ; 
for  when  Captain  Campbell  found  him,  which  was  among 
fomc  mangrove-trees,  and  at  a confidcrable  diflance  from 
the  place  where  the  other  man  lay,  he  was  not  ftiff,  nor  very 
■cold  ; nor  was  he  perfefily  fo  when  brought  to  the  hofpital. 
From  thefe  circumftances  we  have  been  led  to  think  that 
while  they  were  difpatching  Okey,  he  had  crept  to  the 
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trees  among  which  he  was  found ; and  that  fear,  united  > 788. 

with  the  cold  and  wet,  in  a great  degree  contributed  to  . 

his  death.  What  was  the  motive  or  caufe  of  this  me- 
lancholy cataftrophe  we  have  not  been  able  to  difcover ; 
but  from  the  civility  fhewn,  on  all  occafions,  to  the 
officers,  by  the  natives,  whenever  any  of  them  were  met, 

I am  ftrongly  inclined  to  think  that  they  muft  have  been 
provoked  and  injured  by  the  convidls.  We  this  day 
caught  a Yellow-eared  Flycatcher  {fee  annexed  plate). 

This  bird  is  a native  of  New  Holland^  the  fize  of  a martin, 
and  nearly  feven  inches  in  length  ; the  bill  is  broad  at  the 
bottom,  and  of  a pale  colour  ; the  legs  dulky  ; the  plumage 
is  moftly  brown,  mottled  with  paler  brown  ; the  edges  of 
the  wing  feathers  yellovvilh;  the  under  part  of  the  body 
white,  inclining  to  dufley  about  the  chin  and  throat ; the 
tail  is  pretty  long,  and,  when  fpread,  feems  hollowed 
out  at  the  tip  ; beneath  the  eye,  on  each  fide,  is  an  irre- 
gular (Ireak,  growing  wider,  and  finilhing  on  the  ears,  of  a 
yellow  or  gold  colour. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  governor,  lieutenants  G. 

Jobnfton  and  Kellow,  myfelf,  fix  foldiers,  and  two  armed 
convifts,  whom  we  took  as  guides,  went  to  the  place  where 
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the  murder  had  been  committed,  in  hopes,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  to  be  able  to  find  out,  either  the  a£fual  perpe- 
trators, or  thofe  concerned.  As  moft  of  their  clothes,  and 
all  their  working  tools  were  carried  off,  we  expefted  that 
thefe  might  furnilh  us  with  fome  cluej  but  in  this  we  were 
difappointed.  We  could  not  obferve  a finglc  trace  of  the 
natives  ever  having  been  there.  We  then  croffed  the 
country  to  Botany  Bay,  ftill  flattering  ourfelves  that  we 
might  be  able  to  difeover,  among  a tribe  at  that  place, 
fome  proof  that  they  had  been  concerned  ; as  the  governor 
was  refolved,  on  whomfoever  he  found  any  of  the  tools 
or  clothing,  to  fliew  them  his  difpleafure,  and,  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  endeavour  to  convince  them 
of  his  motives  for  fuch  a procedure.  In  our  route  we 
faw  feveral  kangaroos,  and  fhot  a very  fine  teal,  A little 
before  fun-fet,  after  a long  and  fatiguing  march,  we 
arrived  at  Botany  Bay.  When  we  approached  the  bay, 
we  faw  eleven  canoes,  with  two  perfons  in  eacli,  fifhing ; 
moft  of  them  had  a fire  in  their  canoe,  a convenience 
which  they  feldom  go  without  at  any  time  or  feafon,  but 
particularly  at  this,  as  the  weather  was  very  cold.  Here 
we  pitched  our  tents,  for  {as  I have  before  obferved)  we 
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never  travel  without  them,  and  kindled  large  fires  both, 
in  front  and  rear ; ftill,  however,  the  cold  was  fo  very 
intenfe  that  we  could  fcarcely  clofe  our  eyes  during  the 
night.  In  the  morning  the  grafs  was  quite  white  with 
a hoar  froft,  fo  as  to  crackle  under  our  feet.  After 
breakfaft  we  vifited  the  grave  of  the  French  abbe,  who 
died  whilft  the  Count  de  Peyroufe  was  here.  It  was  truly 
humble  indeed,  being  diftinguiflicd  only  by  a common 
head-ftone,  ftuck  flightly  into  the  loofe  earth  which 
covered  it.  Againfl  a tree,  juft  above  it,  was  nailed  a 
board,  with  the  following  infeription  on  it : 

HIC  JACF.T 
LE  RECEVEUR 

EX  F.  F.  MINORIBUS  GALLIA  SACERDOS 
PHYSICUS  IN  CIRCU.MNAVIGATIONE  MUNDI 
DUCE  D.  DE  LA  PEYROUSE. 

OBIIT  DIE  17th  FEBR.  ANNO  1788. 

As  the  painting  on  the  board  could  not  be  permanent.  Go- 
vernor Phillip  had  the  infeription  engraved  on  a plate  of 
copper,  and  nailed  to  the  fame  tree ; and  at  fome  future 
he  intends  to  have  a handfome  head-ftone  placed  at 
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the  grave.  We  cut  down  fomc  trees  which  ftood  be- 

tween that  on  which  the  infeription  is  fixed  and  the 
fhorc,  as  they  prevented  peifons  palling  in  boats  from 
feeing  it. 

Between  this  and  the  harbour’s  tnouth,  we  found  forty- 
nine  canoes  hauled  upon  the  beach,  but  not  a native  to 
be  feen.  After  we  had  palled  them,  we  fell  in  with  an 
Indian  path  ; and,  as  it  took  a turn  towards  the  camp, 
we  followed  it  about  two  miles ; when  on  a fudden,  in  a 
valley  or  little  bay,  to  the  northward  of  Botany  Bay,  wc 
were  furprifed  at  hearing  the  found  of  voices,  w'hich 
wc  inftantly  found  to  proceed  from  a great  number  of 
the  natives,  fitting  behind  a rock,  who  appeared  to  be 
equally  allonilhed  with  ourfelvcs ; as,  from  the  filence  wc 
obferved,  they  had  not  perceived  us  till  wc  were  within 
twenty  yards  of  them.  Every  one  of  them,  as  they  got 
up,  armed  himfclf  with  a long  fpear,  the  Ihort  ftick 
before  deferibed,  ufed  in  throwing  it,  a IhiclJ  made  of 
bark,  and  either  a large  club,  pointed  at  one  end, 
or  a ftonc  hatchet.  At  firft  they  feemed  rather  hoftilcly 
inclined,  and  made  figns,  with  apparent  tokens  of  anger, 
for  us  to  return  ; but  when  they  faw  the  governor  ad- 
' vance 
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vance  towards  them,  unarmed,  and  with  his  hands  opened  1788. 
•wide  (a  fignal  we  had  oblcrvcd  among  them  of  amity  ^ 
and  peace),  they,  with  great  confidence,  came  up  to  him, 
and  received  from  him  fume  trifles  which  he  had  in  his 
pocket,  fuch  as  fifh-hooks,  beads,  and  a looking-glafs. 

As  there  appeared  not  to  be  lefs  than  three  hundred  of  them 
in  this  bay,  all  armed,  the  foldicrs  were  ordered  to  fix 
their  bayonets,  and  to  obferve  a clofe,  well  conncAed,  order 
of  march,  as  they  defeended  the  hill.  Thcfc  people  (as 
already  roentioned)  feem  to  diflike  red  coats,  and  thofc 
who  carry  arms ; but,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  they  lliewed 
very  little  fear  or  diftruft  ; on  the  contrary  they,  in  a few 
minutes,  mixed  with  us,  and  conduced  us  to  a very  fine 
* ftream  of  water,  out  of  which  fbmc  of  them  drank,  to 

I fliew  that  it  was  good.  The  women  and  children  kept 

at  fooie  diflance,  one  or  two  more  forward  than  the  reft 
excepted,  who  came  to  the  governor  for  fome  prefents. 

While  he  was  diftributing  his  gifts,  the  women  danced  (an 
exeredfe  every  defeription  of  people  in  this  country  feem 
fond  of),  and  threw  themfelves  into  fome  not  very  decent 
attitudes. 

The  men  in  general  had  their  Ikins  fraeared  all  over 

with 
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with  greafe,  or  fome  ftinking,  oily  fubftance  j fomc  wore 
a fmall  ftick,  or  fifli-bonc,  fixed  crofs-ways,  in  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  nofc,  which  had  a very  ftrange  appearance; 
others  were  painted  in  a variety  of  ways,  and  had  their 
hair  ornamented  with  the  teeth  of  filh,  fattened  on  by 
gum,  and  the  ikin  of  the  kangaroo.  As  they  conduced 
us  to  the  water,  a toadttool  was  picked  up  by  one  of 
our  company,  which  fomc  of  the  natives  perceiving,  they 
made  figns  for  us  to  throw  it  away,  as  not  being  good 
to  cat.  Soon  after  I gathered  fome  wood-forrel,  which  grew 
in  our  way,  but  none  of  them  endeavoured  to  prevent  me 
from  eating  it ; on  the  contrary,  if  a conclufion  may  be 
drawn  from  the  figns  which  they  made  relative  to  the 
toadttool,  they  fliewed,  by  their  looks,  that  there  was  nothing 
hurtful  in  it. 

We  halted  but  a fliort  time  with  them,  as  it  was  growing 
late,  and  we  had  a long  way  to  walk.  Before  wc  parted 
from  them,  the  governor  gave  them  two  fmall  hand- 
axes,  in  exchange  for  fome  of  their  ftone  axes  and  two 
of  their  fpears.  As  wc  afeended  a hill,  after  our  de- 
parture from  them,  eight  of  them  followed  us  until  we 
had  nearly  reached  the  top,  where  one  of  thofe  who  had 
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been  moft  familiar  with  us  made  figns  for  us  to  flop; 
which  wc  readily  complying  with,  he  ran  to  the  fum- 
mit,  and  made  a ftrangc  kind  of  hallooing,  holding  at 
the  fame  time  his  hands  open  above  his  head.  As  foon 
as  we  came  up  to  him,  we  difeovered  another  large  body  of 
them  in  a bay,  about  half  a mile  below  us.  Our  new  friend 
feemed  anxious  to  carry  us  down  to  them  ; but  it  not  being 
in  our  way,  we  declined  his  offer.  Seeing  us  take  another 
diredlion,  he  halted,  and  opened  his  hands,  in  order,  as 
we  fuppofed,  to  put  us  in  mind  that  he  had  received  no- 
thing from  us  ; upon  which  we  prefented  him  with  a bird, 
the  only  thing  we  had,  with  which  he  returned,  to  appear- 
ance, fully  content  and  fatisfied.  We  now  proceeded  to- 
wards the  camp,  where  we  arrived  about  fun-fet. 

This  was  the  greateft  number  of  the  natives  we  had  ever 
feen  together  fince  our  coming  among  them.  What  could 
be  the  caufe  of  their  affembling  in  fuch  numbers  gave  rife 
to  a variety  of  conjediures.  Some  thought  they  were  going 
to  war  among  themfelves,  as  they  had  with  them  a tempo- 
rary ftore  of  half-ftinking  fifh  and  fern-root,  the  latter  of 
which  they  ufe  for  bread.  This  we  remarked,  as  feveral 
of  them  were  eating  it  at  the  time  we  were  among  them. 

Others 
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Others  conjcflured  that  fome  of  them  had  been  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  our  men,  notwithflanding  we  did  not 
meet  with  the  fmalleft  trace  to  countenance  fuch  an  opi- 
nion, and  that  fearing  we  fliould  revenge  it,  they  had 
formed  this  convention,  in  order  to  defend  thcmfelves 
againft  us.  Others  imagined  that  the  aflemblagc  might  be 
occafioned  by  a burial,  a marriage,  or  fome  religious 
meeting. 

The  Tabuan  Parrot^  one  of  which  was  obferved  here, 
and  of  which  a plate  is  annexed,  is  a bird  about  eighteen 
inches  in  length,  and  bigger  than  the  Scarlet  Lory.  The 
head,  neck,  and  under  parts,  arc  of  a line  fcarlct ; 
the  upper  parts  of  the  body  and  wings  arc  of  a beautiful 
green ; acrofs  the  upj>er  part  of  the  wing  coverts  is 
an  oblique  bar  of  yellowifli  green,  more  glofly  than  the 
reft  ; the  lower  part  of  the  back  and  rump  is  blue ; there  is 
alfo  a fmall  patch  of  blue  at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck  be- 
hind, between  a fcarlct  and  green,  dividing  thofe  colours ; 
the  tail  is  pretty  long,  and  of  an  olive  brown  colour;  the 
bill  is  reddifh ; the  legs  deep  brown,  nearly  black. 

The  Female  is  moftly  green  ; the  head,  neck,  and  under 
parts  olive  brown ; belly  red ; rump  blue ; tail,  on  the 
upper  furface,  green  ; beneath,  dufky. 

The 
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The  above  inhabits  Botany  Bay,  and  feems  much  allied  178S. 
to  the  Tabuan  Parrot  deferibed  by  Mr.  Latham-,  in  liis  . 

Sj?topJis  of  Birds ; but  in  that  the  head,  neck,  and  under 
parts,  incline  to  purplifli  or  chocolate  colour ; both  quills 
and  tail  are  blue,  more  or  lefs  edged  with  green,  and  a 
crefeent  of  blue  at  the  back  part  of  the  neck;  it  has  alfo 
the  under  jaw  furrounded  with  green  feathers.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  our  bird  is  only  a variety  of  the  Tabuan 
Ipecics. 

June  4th.  This  being  the  anniverfary  of  his  Majefty’s 
birth-day,  and  the  firft  celebration  of  it  in  New  South  Wales, 
his  excellency  ordered  the  Sirius  and  Supply  to  fire  twenty- 
one  guns  at  fun-rife,  at  one  o’clock,  and  at  fun-fet.  Im- 
mediately after  the  King’s  (hips  had  ceafed  firing,  at  one 
o’clock,  the  Borrowdale,  Friendfliip,  Filhburne,  Golden 
Grove,  and  Prince  of  Wales,  fired  five  guns  each.  The 
battalion  was  under  arms  at  twelve,  and  fired  three  vollics, 
fucceeded  by  three  cheers.  After  this  ceremony  had  taken 
place,  the  lieutenant-governor,  with  all  the  officers  of  the 
fettlcmcnt,  civil  and  military,  paid  their  refpccls  to  his 
excellency,  at  his  houfe.  At  two  o’clock  they  all  met 
there  again  to  dinner,  during  which  the  band  of  mufick 
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played  “God  fave  the  King,”  and  fcveral  excellent marclics. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed,  his  MajcAy’s  health  was 
drank  with  three  cheers.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Queen 
and  royal  family,  the  Cumberland  family,  and  his  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  William  Henry,  fuccccdcd.  His  Majefty’s 
minifters  were  next  given ; who,  it  was  obferved,  may  be 
Pitted  againft  any  that  ever  conduced  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain. 

When  all  the  public  toafts  had  gone  round,  the  governor 
nominated  the  diftrift  which  he  had  taken  poffeflion  of, 
Cumberland  County  ; and  gave  it  fuch  an  extent  of  boundary 
as  to  make  it  the  largcft  county  in  the  whole  world.  His 
excellency  faid,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  named 
the  town,  and  laid  the  firft  Aone,  on  this  aufpicious  day  ; 
but  the  unexpeSed  difficulties  which  he  had  met  with, 
in  clearing  the  ground,  and  from  a want  of  artificers, 
had  rendered  it  impoffible ; he  therefore  put  it  off  till  a 
future  day.  Its  name,  however,  wc  undcrAand,  is  to  be 
Albion.  The  day  was  paffed  in  checrfulnefs  and  good- 
humour  ; but  it  was  a little  damped  by  our  perceiving  that 
the  governor  was  in  great  pain,  from  a return  of  his 
complaint.  Though  his  countenance  too  plainly  indicated 
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the  torture  which  he  fuffered,  he  took  every  method 
in  his  power  to  conceal  it,  left  it  fliould  break  in  upon 
the  feftivity  and  harmony  of  the  day.  His  excellency  or- 
dered every  foldier  a pint  of  porter,  befidcs  his  allow- 
ance of  grog ; and  every  convift  half  a pint  of  fpirits, 
made  into  grog,  that  they  all  may  drink  his  Majefty’s 
health  ; and,  as  it  was  a day  of  general  rejoicing  and 
feftivity,  he  likewife  made  it  a day  of  forgivenefs  ; remitting 
the  remainder  of  the  puniflimcnt  to  which  the  failors  of  the 
Sirius  were  fubjedt,  and  pardoning  Lovel,  Sideway,  Hall, 
and  Gordon,  who  had  been  confined  on  a little  fterile 
illand,  or  rather  rock,  fituated  in  the  harbour,  until  a 
place  of  banifliment  could  be  found.  This  adf  of  lenity 
and  mercy,  added  to  many  others  which  the  governor  had 
fhewn,  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  work  fome  change  on  the 
minds  of  thefe  men.  Indeed  fome  good  may  be  expedled 
from  Hall  and  Gordon,  who,  fince  their  fentence,  have 
appeared  penitent  j but  from  Lovel  and  Sideway  very  little 
change  for  the  better  can  be  expedted,  bccaufe  they  feem 
fo  truly  abandoned  and  incorrigible.  At  night  every  perfon 
attended  an  immenfe  bonfire  that  was  lighted  for  the  occafion  ; 
after  which  the  principal  officers  of  the  fettlement,  and  of 
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the  men  of  war,  fupped  at  the  go-  ernor’4,  where  they  termi- 
nated the  day  in  pleafantry,  good  humour  and  ehccrfulnefs. 

The  next  morning  w'c  were  aftoniilicd  at  the  number  of 
thefts  which  had  been  committed,  during  the  general  fefti- 
vity,  by  the  villanous  part  of  the  convids,  on  one  another, 
and  on  fomc  of  the  officers,  vvhofe  fervants  did  not  keep  a 
firid  look-out  after  their  marquees.  Availing  themfelves  thus 
of  the  particular  circumftanccs  of  the  day,  is  a llrong  inftance 
of  their  unabated  depravity  and  want  of  principle.  Scarcely 
a day  pafles  without  an  example  being  made  of  fomc  one 
or  other  of  thefe  wretches ; but  it  fecins  to  have  no  manner 
of  effed  upon  them. 

loth.  John  Afeott  and  Patrick  Burn,  two  convids, 
were  brought  before  the  criminal  court,  and  profccutcd  by 
Lieutenant  G.  William  Maxwell  of  tlie  Sirius,  and  Mr. 
Kclter  the  Mailer  of  the  fame  Ihip,  for  having,  a few  nights 
before,  in  a riotous  manner,  with  many  more  of  the  con- 
vids, attacked  fomc  fcamcn  belonging  to  the  men  of  war, 
and  behaving  in  an  infolent  and  contemptuous  manner  to 
them.  After  a long  and  judicious  hearing,  the  prifoners 
were  acquitted,  as  the  charge  brought  againll  them  was  by 
no  means  fubllantiatcd. 

26th. 
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26th.  About  four  in  the  afternoon  a flight  fhock  of 
an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Sidney  Cove,  and  its  environs. 
This  incident  had  fo  wonderful  an  cffcifl:  on  Edward  Corbett, 
a convid,  who  had  eloped  about  three  weeks  before,  on  a 
difeovery  being  made  of  his  having  ftolen  a frock,  that  he 
returned  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  jufticc.  A few  days  ante- 
cedent to  his  return,  he  had  been  outlawed  ; and  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  driven  off  with  him  four  cows,  the  only 
animals  of  this  kind  in  the  colony.  This,  however,  he 
declared  himfelf  innocent  of ; but  confeffed  his  having  com- 
mitted the  theft  laid  to  his  charge.  The  ftrideft  fcarch 
was  made,  but  in  vain,  after  the  cows.  It  is  probable 
that  they  have  ftrayed  fo  far  off  in  this  endlefs  wild,  as  to 
be  irrecoverably  loft.  Previoufly  to  the  return  of  Corbett 
he  muft  have  fuffered  very  feverely  from  hunger ; his  eyes 
were  funk  into  his  head,  and  his  whole  appearance  fliewcd 
that  he  had  been  half  ftarved.  While  he  was  abfent,  he 
fays,  he  frequently  fell  in  with  the  natives,  who,  though 
they  never  treated  him  ill,  did  not  feem  to  like  his  com- 
pany. He  informed  us,  that  in  a bay  adjacent  to  that 
where  the  governor  and  his  party  had  met  w'ith  fo  many  of 
the  natives,  he  faw  the  head  of  one  of  the  convids  lying  near 
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1788.  the  place  where  the  body  had  been  burnt  in  a large  fire, 
junf.  This,  in  all  likelihood,  was  Burn,  who  was  carried  off  at 
the  time  Ayres  was  wounded,  as  he  has  not  been  heard 
of  fince. 

The  natives  of  this  country,  though  their  mode  of  fub- 
fifting  feems  to  be  fo  very  fcanty  and  precarious,  arc,  I 
am  convinced,  not  cannibals.  One  of  their  graves,  which 
I faw  opened,  the  only  one  I have  met  with,  contained  a 
body  which  had  evidently  been  burned,  as  fmall  pieces  of 
the  bones  lay  in  the  bottom  of  it.  The  grave  was  neatly 
made,  and  well  covered  with  earth  and  boughs  of 
trees. 

The  Peftnantian  Parrot  (of  which  fee  plate  annexed)  was 
about  this  time  firft  noticed.  The  general  colour  of  the  body, 
in  the  male^  is  crimfon ; the  feathers  of  the  back  black  in 
their  middle;  the  chin  and  throat  blue;  the  wings  blue,  with 
a bar  of  a paler  colour  down  the  middle  of  them  ; the  tail  is 
long,  and  blue  alfo,  and  all  but  the  two  middle  feathers  have 
the  ends  very  pale. 

female  differs,  in  having  the  upper  parts  of  the  neck 
and  body  of  a grccnifh  colour ; the  top  of  the  head  red, 
and  a patch  of  the  fame  under  each  eye ; the  chin  and 
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throat  blue  ; lower  part  of  the  neck  and  breaft  red ; as  are 
the  rump  and  vent ; the  middle  of  the  belly  dufky  green  ; 
tail  dark  blue,  fringed  with  chefnut  j fhoulders  blue  ; the 
reft  of  the  wing  the  fame,  but  darker ; bill  and  legs  as 
in  the  male. 

24th.  The  governor  revoked  the  decree  by  which  Corbett 
was  outlawed,  and  he  was  tried  by  the  criminal  court, 
limply  for  the  theft  he  had  committed,  and  fentcnccd  to  be 
hanged.  Samuel  Payton,  a convid,  likewife  received  the 
fame  fentence,  for  felonioufly  entering  the  marquee  of  Lieu- 
tenant Fuzer,  on  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  June,  and  fteal- 
ing  from  thence  fome  fliirts,  ftockings,  and  combs.  His 
trial  had  been  put  off  to  the  prefent  time,  on  account  of  a 
wound  in  his  head,  which  he  had  received  from  Captain  Lieu- 
tenant Meredith,  who,  on  his  return  from  the  bonfire,  found 
Payton  in  his  marquee.  When  brought  to  the  hofpital,  in 
confequcncc  of  the  wound  which  he  had  received,  he  was 
perfcftly  fenfelcfs.  During  the  time  he  remained  under  my 
care,  I frequently  admonilhed  him  to  think  of  the  perilous 
fituation  he  then  ftood  in,  and  to  make  known  the  accom- 
plices whom  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  ; but  he  firmly  and 
uniformly  denied  his  guilt ; and  difclaimcd  his  having  any 
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knowledge  of,  or  concern  in,  robbing  Lieutenant  'Fuzcr. 
He  further  faid,  that  he  did  not  rccollcA  how  he  came  to 
Captain  Lieutenant  Mcrcditli’s  tent,  or  any  circumftancc 
relative  to  it.  However,  fincc  he  received  his  fentcncc,  he 
has  confefled  that  he  robbed  Lieutenant  Fuzer;  and  gave 
him  information  where  to  find  the  articles  he  had  been 
robbed  of;  he  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged  that  he 
entered  Mr.  Meredith’s  marquee  witli  an  intention  to  rob 
him,  doubting  not  but  he  fhoulJ  be  able  to  make  his  efcape 
undifeovered,  as  every  one  feemed  fo  fully  engaged  on  the 
plcafures  of  the  day. 

When  he  and  Corbett  were  brought  to  the  fatal  tree,  they 
(particularly  Payton)  addrelTcd  the  convifts  in  a pathetic, 
eloquent,  and  well-directed  fpccch.  He  acknowledged  the 
juftice  of  his  fentcncc ; a fentcncc,  which  (he  faid)  he  had 
long  deferved.  He  added,  that  he  hoped  and  trufted  that 
the  ignominious  death  he  was  about  to  fuffer,  would  ferve 
as  a caution  and  warning  to  thofe  who  faw  and  heard  him. 
They  both  prayed  moft  fervently,  begging  forgivenefs  of  an 
offended  God.  They  likewife  hoped,  that  thofe  wdiom 
they  had  injured,  would  not  only  forgive  them,  as  they 
themfelves  did  all  mankind,  but  offer  up  their  prayers  to 
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a merciful  Redeemer  that,  though  fo  great  finners,  they 
might  be  received  into  that  blifs,  which  the  good  and  vir- 
tuous only  can  either  deferve  or  expedt.  They  were  now 
turned  off ; and  in  the  agonizing  moments  of  the  feparation 
of  the  foul  from  the  body  feemed  to  embrace  each  other. 
The  execution  of  thefe  unhappy  youths,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
was  not  twenty-four  years  of  age,  which  feemed  to  make  a 
greater  impreffion  on  the  convidls  than  any  circumftance 
had  done  hnce  their  landing,  will  induce  them,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  to  change  their  condud,  and  to  adopt  a better 
mode  of  life  than,  I am  forry  to  fay,  they  have  hitherto 
purfued. 

The  principal  budnefs  now  going  forward,  is  the  ereding 
huts  for  the  marines  and  convids,  with  the  cabbage-tree. 
We  have  been  here  nearly  fix  months,  and  four  officers  only 
as  yet  got  huts  : when  the  reft  will  be  provided  with  them 
feems  uncertain ; but  this  I well  know,  that  living  in  tents, 
as  the  rainy  feafon  has  commenced,  is  truly  uncomfortable, 
and  likely  to  give  a fevere  trial  to  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
robuft  conftitution. 

The  trees  of  this  country  are  immenfely  large,  and  clear 
of  branches  to  an  amazing  height.  While  Handing,  many 
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of  them  look  fair  and  good  to  the  eye,  and  appear  Sufficient 
to  make  a maft  for  the  largeft  fhip  ; but,  when  cut  down» 
they  arc  fcarccly  convertible  to  any  ufc  w'hatcver.  At  the 
heart  they  are  full  of  veins,  through  which  an  amazing 
quantity  of  an  aftringent  red  gum  iffiies.  This  gum  I 
have  found  very  fcrviceable  in  an  obllinatc  dyfentcry  that 
raged  at  our  firft  landing,  and  ftill  continues  to  do  fo, 
though  with  lefs  obftinacy  and  violence.  When  thefc 
trees  are  fawed,  and  any  way  expofed  to  the  fun,  the  gum 
melts,  or  gets  fo  very  brittle,  that  the  wood  falls  to  pieces, 
and  appears  as  if  th(?  pieces  had  been  joined  together  with 
this  fubftancc.  How  any  kind  of  houfes,  except  thole  built 
of  the  cabbage  tree,  can  be  raifed  up,  the  timber  being  fo 
exceedingly  bad,  it  is  impoffible  to  determine. 

I have  already  faid  that  the  Hone  of  this  country  is  well 
calculated  for  building,  could  any  kind  of  cement  be 
found  to  keep  them  together.  A&  for  lime-ftone,  we  have 
not  yet  difeovered  any  in  the  country;  and  the  (hells 
colledied  for  that  purpofe  have  been  but  inconfiderablc. 
From  Captain  Cook’s  account,  one  w'ould  be  led  to  fuppofc 
that  oyfter  and  cockle  (hells  might  be  procured  in  fuch 
quantities,  as  to  make  a Efficiency  of  lime,  for  the 
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purpofe  of  conftrufting  at  leaft  a few  public  buildings; 
but  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe.  That  great  navigator, 
notwithftanding  his  ufual  aecuracy  and  candour,  was 
certainly  too  lavilh  of  his  praifes  on  Botany  Bay. 

The  peculiarity  I have  mentioned  relative  to  the  wood 
of  this  place  is  ftrange.  There  are  only  three  kinds  of  it, 
and  neither  of  them  will  float  on  the  water.  We  have 
found  another  refin  here,  not  unlike  the  balfam  Tolu  in 
fmell  and  effeft,  but  differing  widely  in  colour,  being  of  a 
clear  yellow,  which  exudes  from  the  tree.  This,  however, 
is  not  to  be  met  with  in  fuch  quantities  as  the  red  gum 
before  mentioned,  nor  do  I think  that  its  medicinal  virtues 
are  by  any  means  fo  powerful.  A kind  of  earth  has  been 
difeovered  which  makes  good  bricks,  but  we  ftill  are  in 
Want  of  a cement  for  them  as  well  as  for  the  ftone. 

What  animals  we  have  yet  met  with  have  been  moftly 
of  the  Opoffum  kind.  The  Kangaroo,  fo  very  accurately 
delineated  by  Captain  Cook,  is  certainly  of  that  clafs,  and 
the  largcfl:  animal  feen  in  the  country.  One  has  been  brought 
into  camp  which  weighed  a hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds. 
See  plate  annexed.  The  conformation  of  this  animal  is 
peculiarly  Angular.  Its  hinder  parts  have  great  mufcular 
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power,  and  are,  perhaps,  beyond  all  parallel,  out  of 
proportion,  when  compared  with  the  fore  parts.  As  it 
goes,  it  jumps  on  its  two  hind  legs,  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
eight  feet,  and  keeps  the  two  fore  ones  clofe  to  the  bread  j 
thefe  are  fmall  and  fliort,  and  it  feems  to  ufe  them  much 
like  afquirrel.  The  tail  of  thefe  animals  is  thick  and  lohgf 
they  keep  it  extended,  and  it  ferves  as  a kind  of  counterpoife 
to  the  head,  which  they  carry  creft,  when  bounding  at 
full  fpced.  The  velocity  of  a Kangaroo  as  far  outdrips 
that  of  a greyhound,  as  that  animal  exceeds  in  fwiftnefs  a 
common  dog.  It  is  a very  timid,  fliy,  and  inoffendve 
creature,  evidently  of  the  granivorous  kind.  Upon  our 
fird  difeovering  one  of  them,  as  it  does  not  ufe  its  fore  feet 
to  aflid  it  in  running,  or  rather  jumping,  many  were  of 
opinion  that  the  tail,  which  is  immcntly  large  and  long, 
was  made  ufe  of  by  them  in  the  ad  of  progrefilon  ; but  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe.  Had  it  been  ufed  in  fuch  a manner, 
the  hair  would  probably  have  been  worn  away  from  the 
part  which,  of  courfe,  mud  be  applied  to  the  ground.  The 
tail,  from  its  fize  and  weight,  feems  to  ferve  it  for  a weapon 
both  of  defence  and  offence ; for  it  docs  not  appear  that 
nature  has  provided  it  with  any  other.  Its  mouth  and  head, 
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even  when  full  grown,  are  too  fmall  for  it  to  do  much 
execution  with  the  teeth  ; nor  is  the  conformation  of  either 
at  all  calculated  for  the  purpofe.  Indeed,  its  fore  feet, 
which  it  ufes,  as  a fquirrel  or  monkey,  to  handle  any  thing 
with,  and  which  aflift  it  in  lying  down,  are  too  fmall, 
and  out  of  proportion,  as  are  all  the  fuperior  parts,  to 
admit  of  its  either  polTefllng  or  exerting  much  ftrength. 
It  has  been  reported  by  fome  convifts  who  were  out  one 
day,  accompanied  by  a large  Newfoundland  dog,  that  the 
latter  feized  a very  large  Kangaroo,  but  could  not  preferve 
its  hold.  They  obferved  that  the  animal  elFefted  its  efcape 
by  the  defenfive  ufe  it  made  of  its  tail,  with  which  it  ftruck 
its  aflailant  in  a moft  tremendous  manner.  The  blows 
were  applied  with  fuch  force  and  efficacy,  that  the  dog 
was  bruifed,  in  many  places,  till  the  blood  flowed.  They 
obferved  that  the  Kangaroo  did  not  feem  to  make  any  ufe 
of  either  its  teeth  or  fore  feet,  but  fairly  beat  off"  the  dog 
with  its  tail,  and  efcapeJ  before  the  convidls,  though 
at  no  great  diftance,  could  get  up  to  fecure  it. 

The  female  has  a pouch  or  pocket,  like  the  Opoflum, 
in  which  Are  carries  her  young.  Some  have  been  Ihot  with 
a young  one,  not  larger  than  a walnut,  flicking  to  a teat 
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in  this  pocket.  Others,  with  young  ones  not  bigger  than 
a rat : one  of  which,  moft  perfectly  formed,  with  every  mark 
and  diftinguifhing  charadcriliic  of  the  Kangaroo,  I have 
fent  to  Mr.  Wilfon,  of  Gower  Street,  Bedford  Square. 

There  is  a peculiar  formation  in  the  generative  parts 
of  this  animal.  Of  its  natural  hiftory  we  at  prefent  know 
little ; and  therefore  as  we  are  fo  unacquainted  with  its 
habits,  haunts,  and  cuftoms,  to  attempt  particular  and 
accurate  deferiptions  of  it  might  beget  error,  which  time, 
or  a fuller  knowledge  of  its  properties,  would  diredly 
contradid.  As  to  mere  conjedurcs  (and  fuch  too  often 
are  impofed  upon  the  public  for  inconteftible  fads),  it 
cannot  be  improper  to  fupprefs  them. 

Every  animal  in  this  country  partakes,  in  a great  meafure, 
of  the  nature  of  the  Kangaroo.  We  have  the  Kangaroo 
Opoffum,  the  Kangaroo  Rat,  &c.  In  fad  every  quadruped 
that  we  have  feen,  except  the  flying  fquirrcl,  and  a fpotted 
creature,  nearly  the  lize  of  a Martin,  refemblcs  the  Kangaroo 
in  the  formation  of  the  fore  legs  and  feet,  which  bear 
no  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  hind  legs. 

The  fcarcity  of  boats  will  prevent  our  being  fo  well 
fupplied  with  fifh,  as  otherwife  might  be  expeded.  Fi£h 
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is  far  from  abounding  at  the  cold  feafon  of  the  year ; but, 
in  the  fummer,  judging  from  the  latter  end  of  the  laft,  we 
have  every  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  little  bays  and  coves 
in  the  harbour  are  well  ftored  with  them.  The  fifli 
caught  here  are,  in  general,  excellent;  but  feveral  of  them, 
like  the  animals  in  Tome  degree  refembling  the  Kangaroo, 
partake  of  the  properties  of  the  lhark.  The  land,  the  grafs, 
the  trees,  the  animals,  the  birds,  and  the  filh,  in  their 
different  fpecies,  approach  by  ftrong  (hades  of  (Imilitude 
to  each  other.  A certain  likenefs  runs  through  the  whole. 

July  8th.  A party  of  the  natives  came  to  the  place 
where  the  Sirius’s  boat  had  been  to  haul  the  feine,  and 
having  beaten  the  crew,  took  from  them  by  force  a 
part  of  the  filh  which  they  had  caught.  It  is  a great 
misfortune  to  us  that  we  cannot  find  proper  wood  in  this 
place  wherewith  to  build  a boat;  particularly  as  fifh  is 
not  only  fo  very  plentiful  in  the  fummer,  but  the  only 
change  from  fait  provifions  which  we  can  procure,  there 
being  neither  wild  nor  domefiic  animals  fit  for  food. 
Here,  where  no  other  animal  nourifhment  is  to  be  procured, 
the  Kangaroo  is  confidcred  as  a dainty ; but  in  any  other 
country  I am  fure  that  fuch  food  would  be  thrown  to 
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the  dogs;  for  it  has  very  little  or  no  fat  about  it,  and, 
when  fleinned,  the  flcfli  bears  fomc  likcncfs  to  that  of  a 
fox  or  lean  dog. 

A few  days  fince  a civil  court  of  jurifdidion  (which 
confifted  of  the  judge  advocate,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Johnfon, 
and  myfelf),  was  convened,  by  his  excellency,  to  hear 
a complaint  made  againfl:  Duncan  Sinclair,  mafter  of  the 
Alexander  tranfport,  by  Henry  Coble  and  Sufannah  his 
wife  (the  Norwich  convifts  who  fo  much  excited  the 
public  attention),  for  the  non-delivery  of  a parcel  fent  on 
board  the  Alexander,  by  Mrs.  Jackfon  of  Somerfet  Street, 
containing  wearing  apparel,  books,  and  other  things, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Henry  Coble,  his  wife,  and  child, 
value  twenty  pounds.  The  parcel  was  proved  (and  this 
even  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  mafter)  to  have  been 
received  on  board;  and  it  likewife  appeared  in  evidence 
that,  on  moving  it  from  one  part  of  the  Ihip  to  another, 
the  package  had  broken,  and  the  books  had  fallen  out, 
which  books  the  convid  faid  had  been  delivered  to  him. 
The  court,  after  deduding  five  pounds  (the  value  of  the 
books  received),  gave  a verdid  in  favour  of  the  couple, 
in  whofe  caufc  the  world  had  feemed  fo  much  to  intereft 
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and  in  confequence  of  the  authority  unto  them  granted  by 
Aft  of  Parliament,  in  fuch  cafes  made  and  provided, 
they  adjudged  the  matter  of  the  tranfport  fully  to  com- 
penfate  the  lofs  of  the  convifts,  amounting  to  fifteen 
pounds.  Sinclair  confidered  it  as  opprettire  to  be  obliged 
to  pay  for  that  on  account  of  which  he  had  not  received 
any  freightage ; but  this  objeftion  had  no  weight  with 
the  court,  as  the  fliip  was  in  the  fervicc  of  government, 
and  paid  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  conveying  thefe  people, 
and  the  little  property  which  they  pottetted,  to  this 
country. 

July  13th,  The  Alexander,  Friendttiip,  and  Prince 
of  Wales  tranfports,  with  the  Borrowdale  viftualler,  failed 
for  England.  His  Majetty’s  brig  the  Supply  failed  at 
the  fame  time  for  Norfolk  Ittand,  with  provifions,  &c. 
for  the  people  there. 

2itt.  I went  down  the  harbour,  with  the  matter  of 
the  Golden  Grove  viftualler,  to  look  for  a cabbage  tree,  as 
a covering  for  my  hut.  On  our  return,  we  fell  in  with  three 
canoes  that  had  been  out  fifliing.  We  rowed  towards  them, 
when  the  natives  in  them  fuddenly  appeared  intimidated, 
and  paddled  away  with  all  poflible  difpatch.  Willing  to 
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convince  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  dread  from  us,  we 
rowed  after  them,  in  order  to  prefent  them  with  fome  trifles 
which  we  had  about  us.  When  we  approached  the  canoes, 
an  old  woman  in  one  of  them  began  to  cart  her  fifli  overboard, 
in  great  hafle;  whether  it  was  for  fear  that  we  Ihould  take 
them  from  her,  or  whether  lire  threw  them  to  us,  we  could 
not  afeertain.  However,  when  we  came  along-fide,  o\ir 
conduct  foon  convinced  her  that  her  alarms,  with  refped 
to  us,  were  groundlcfs.  She  had  in  the  canoe  with  her 
a young  girl,  whom,  as  flic  wore  a complete  apron,  we 
could  not  help  confldering  as  fuch  an  inflance  of  female 
decency,  as  we  had  not  at  any  other  time  obferved  among 
the  natives.  The  girl  did  not  betray  the  Icaft  lign  of 
apprehenflon,  but  rather  feemed  plcafed  at  the  interview. 
She  laughed  immoderately,  cither  at  us,  or  at  the  petulance 
fliown  by  the  old  woman,  who,  I believe,  w'as  more  terrified 
on  the  girl’s  account  thaii  on  her  own.  After  this  we 
left  them  fully  fatisfied  that  we  did  not  mean  to  offer  thena 
any  injury. 

We  difeovered  the  iVew  Holland  Creeper ; (See  plate 
annexed).  The  general  colour  of  the  bird  is  black,  fpotted 
in  various  parts  with  white  ; the  bill  is  dulky,  growing  paler 
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towards  the  tip.  The  neck,  breaft,  belly,  and  fides  are  1788. 

more  or  lefs  ftreaked  with  white;  over  the  eye  is  alfo  a ^ 
white  ftreak,  and  the  fides  of  the  neck  and  beginning 
of  the  back  have  likewife  fome  ftreaks  of  the  fame.  The 
quills  and  tail  feathers  are  marked  with  yellow  on  the  outer 
margins;  the  laft  are  rounded  in  Ihape,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  outer  feathers  fpotted  within,  at  the  tip,  with  white; 
legs  dulky;  is  about  the  fize  of  a nightingale^  and 
meafures  feven  inches  in  length.  It  is  probably  a non- 
defeript  fpecics. 

A party  of  convifts,  who  had  crofled  the  country  to 
Botany  Bay  to  gather  a kind  of  plant  refembling  balm, 
which  we  found  to  be  a good  and  pleafant  vegetable,  were 
met  by  a fuperior  number  of  the  natives,  armed  with  fpeari 
and  clubs,  who  chafed  them  for  two  miles  without  being 
able  to  overtake  them ; but  if  they  had  fucceeded  in  the 
purfuit,  it  is  probable  that  they  would  have  put  them  to 
death;  for  wherever  perfons  unarmed,  or  inferior  in  num- 
bers, have  fallen  in  with  them,  they  have  never  failed  to 
maltreat  them.  The  natives  had  with  them  fome  middling 
fized  dogs,  fomewhat  refembling  the  fpecics  called,  in 
England,  fox-dogs.  A fervant  of  Captain  Shea  being 
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one  da7  out  fhooting,  he  found  a very  young  puppy, 
belonging  to  the  natives,  eating  part  of  a dead  Kangaroo, 
He  brought  it  to  the  camp,  and  it  thrives  much.  The  dog, 
in  lhape,  is  rather  fhort  and  well  made  j has  very  Jine  hair 
of  the  nature  of  fur,  and  a fagacious  look.  When  fouad, 
though  not  more  than  a month  old,  he  Ihowed  fome  fymp- 
toms  of  ferocity.  It  was  a conhderable  time  before  he 
could  be  induced  to  eat  any  flelh  that  was  boiled,  but  he 
would  gorge  it  raw  with  great  avidity.  (See  plate  annexed). 

23d.  The  blackfmith’s  fliop,  which  was  built  of 
common  brufh  wood,  was  burnt  down.  Very  fortunately 
for  us,  the  bellows  and  the  other  tools  were,  through 
the  exertion  of  the  people,  faved.  To  cffedl  this  was  no 
cafy  point,  as,  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four  minutes, 
the  wood  being  very  dry,  every  part  of  the  Qiop  was  in 
flames. 

29th.  One  of  the  convidts  was  met  by  fome  of  the 
natives,  who  wounded  him  very  feverely  in  the  breaft 
and  head  with  their  fpcars.  They  would  undoubtedly 
have  deftroyed  him  had  he  not  plunged  into  tlie  fea, 
near  which  he  happened  to  be,  and  by  that  means  faved 
bimfelf.  When  he  was  brought  to  the  hofpital  he  was 
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rery  faint  from  the  lofs  of  blood,  which  had  flowed 
plentifully  from  his  wounds.  A piece  of  a broken  fpear 
had  entered  through  the  fcalp  and  under  his  ear,  fo  that 
the  extra£lion  gave  him  great  pain.  Their  fpears  arc 
made  of  a kind  of  cane  which  grows  out  of  the  tree  that 
produces  the  yellow  gum  ; they  are  ten  or  twelve  feet 
long  j pointed,  and  fometimes  barbed,  with  a piece  of 
the  fame  cane  or  the  teeth  of  firti.  Thcfe  they  throw, 
with  the  afllftance  of  the  Ciort  flick  already  mentioned, 
which  has  a (hell  made  fafl  to  the  end  of  it  with  the 
yellow  gum.  With  this  gum  they  likewife  faflen  their 
barbs  to  their  fpears  and  filh-gigs.  The  latter  of  thele 
differ  from  the  former  by  having  four  prongs,  and  being 
always  barbed;  which  is  not  generally  the  cafe  with  the 
fpears.  Their  fpears,  the  only  weapon  they  are  ever  feen 
to  have  that  may  be  confidered  in  any  degree  as  dangerous, 
they  throw  thirty  or  forty  yards  with  an  unerring  preciflon. 
When  equipped  for  any  exploit,  they  are  alfo  armed 
with  a fhicld  made  of  the  bark  of  a tree,  with  which 
they  very  dexteroufly  ward  off  any  thing  thrown  at  them. 
An  humble  kind  of  feymitar;  a bludgeon,  or  club, 
about  twenty  inches  long,  with  a large  and  pointed  tml ; 
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7S8.  and  fcmstimcs  a ftonc  hatchet ; make  up  the  catalogue 
of  their  military  implements. 

We  this  day  fiiot  a Knob-frouted  Bee-eater ; (Sec  plate 
annexed).  This  is  about  the  fize  of  a blackbird;  the 
plumage  moftly  brown  above  and  white  beneath ; the 
head  and  upper  part  of  the  neck  arc  fparingly  covered 
with  narrow  feathers,  alraoft  like  hairs;  but  the  fore  part 
of  the  neck  and  breaft  are  furnilhed  with  long  ones,  of  a 
white  colour  and  pointed  at  the  ends;  the  tail  is  pretty 
long,  and  the  feathers  tipped  with  white ; the  bill  is 
about  one  inch  in  length,  and  pale;  but  what  is  moft 
remarkable,  on  the  forehead,  juft  at  the  bafe  of  the  bill, 
is  a ftiort  blunt  knob,  about  a quarter  of  an  inch  in 
length,  and  of  a brownifti  colour;  the  tongue  is  nearly 
of  the  length  of  the  bill,  and  briftly  at  the  end;  the 
legs  arc  brown.  This  inhabits  New  South  JFales,  and 
is  fuppofed  to  be  a non-defeript  fpecics. 

This  d.ay  three  canoes,  with  a man  and  woman  in  each, 
came  behind  the  point  on  which  the  hofpital  is  built,  to  filli- 
I went  over  to  them,  as  did  two  other  gentlemen,  my 
afllftants,  without  their  flicwing  any  fear  at  our  coming; 
on  the  contrary,  they  manifefted  a friendly  confidence. 

We 
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,We  gave  them  fome  bread,  which  they  received  with  appa-  178S. 
rent  pleafure,  but  did  not  cat  any  of  it  while  in  our  prefence.  , . 

Wc  hkewife  prefented  them  with  a looking-glafs,  but 
this  they  received  with  indiiference,  and  fccined  to  hold 
in  no  kind  of  eflimation.  I gave  one  of  the  women  a 
pocket  handkerchief,  wliich  (he  immediately  tied  round 
her  head,  and  fhewed  great  fatisfacHon.  She  had  a 
young  child  between  her  knees  in  the  canoe,  (the  way  in 
which  they  always  carry  their  infants),  for  whom  (lie 
folicited  fomething,  in  the  moft  fuppliant  tone  of  voice 
I ever  heard.  The  only  thing  I had  about  me  was  a 
narrow  flip  of  linen,  which  I gave  her ; and  trifling 
as  it  was,  Ihe  appeared  to  be  perfedly  fatisfied  with  it, 
and  bound  it  round  the  child’s  head.  She  would  not 
come  out  of  the  canoe,  though  along-fidc  the  rocks  ; but 
the  man  quitted  it,  and  fliewcd  tis  fome  wild  figs  that 
grew  near  at  hand.  Such  a*  were  green  and  unripe  he 
did  not  pull;  but,  after  fome  fcarch,  having  found  one 
that  was  tolerably  ripe,  he  made  me  pluck  it  and  put 
It  into  his  mouth.  He  cat  it  with  an  apparent  relifli, 
fmacked  his  lips,  after  he  had  fwallovvcd  it,  to 
convince  us  how  good  it  was. 
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At  fomc  little  tliftance  from  the  place  where  we  were 
a fliecp  lay  dead.  As  foon  as  he  had  difeovered  it,  he  took 
it  by  the  horns,  and,  as  well  as  w'c  could  underftand  him, 
he  was  extremely  inquilitive  and  anxious  to  know  what  it 
was.  When  his  curiofity  was  fatisfied,  he  went  into  the 
canoe,  where  the  woman  had  been  waiting  for  him. 
About  ten  or  twenty  yards  from  the  fhore,  among  the 
long  grafs,  in  the  lhallow  water,  he  ftruck  and  took  with 
his  fi(h-gig  fcveral  good  filh ; an  acquihtion  to  which, 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  it  being  cold  and  wet,  we 
were  unequal.  While  he  was  engaged  in  watching  for  them, 
both  he  and  the  woman  chewed  fomething,  which  they 
frequently  fpit  into  the  water ; and  which  appeared  to  us, 
from  his  immediately  Ariking  a hlh,  to  be  a lure.  While 
they  were  thus  employed,  one  of  the  gentlemen  with 
me  fung  fome  fongs ; and  when  he  had  done,  the  females 
in  the  canoes  cither  fung  one  of  their  own  fongs,  or  imitated 
him,  in  which  they  fucccedcd  beyond  conception.  Any 
thing  fpoken  by  us  they  mofl  accurately  recited,  and 
this  in  a manner  of  which  we  fell  greatly  fliort  in  our 
attempts  to  repeat  their  language  after  them. 

While  we  were  thus  amicably  engaged,  all  on  a fudden 
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they  paddled  away  from  us.  On  looking  about  to  dif- 
cover  the  caufe,  we  perceived  the  gunner  of  the  Supply 
at  fome  little  diftance,  with  a gun  in  his  hand;  an 
inftrument  of  death,  againft  which  they  entertain  an 
infuperable  averfion.  As  foon  as  I difcovered  him,  I 
called  to  him  to  ftay  where  he  was,  and  not  make  a nearer 
approach ; or,  if  he  did,  to  lay  down  his  gun.  The 
latter  tequeft  he  immediately  complied  with ; and  when 
the  natives  faw  him  unarmed,  they  (hewed  no  further 
fear,  but  returning  to  their  employment,  continued 
alternately  to  fing  fongs,  and  to  mimic  the  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  me. 

We  this  day  (hot  the  Sacred  Kings- Ftper  (See  Plate 
annexed).  This  bird  is  about  the  fize  of  a thrulh,  and 
meafures  nearly  ten  inches  in  length;  the  top  of  the 
head  is  blue,  and  crefted ; fides  of  the  head,  and  back 
part  of  it,  black  ; over  the  eye,  from  the  noftrils,  a rufly 
coloured  ftreak ; the  chin,  the  middle  of  the  neck,  all 
round,  and  all  the  under  part  of  the  body,  buff-colour, 
more  or  lefs  inclining  to  ruft ; the  upper  part  of  the 
plumage  chiefly  blue;  but  the  beginning  of  the  back  is 
black,  as  are  alfo  the  quills  and  tail  feathers  within, 
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being  blue  only  on  the  outer  edges ; the  bill  is  large 
and  black,  but  the  bafe  of  the  under  jaw  is  whitifh ; 
the  legs  are  brown.  This  bird  Is  fubjeft  to  great  variety, 
fcveral  of  them  being  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lr.iham  in  his 
Synopjtu'  The  prefent  feems  to  come  neareft  his  Var.  C. 
See  vol.  ii.  page  622,  of  that  work. 

Autruft  1 2th.  Celebrated  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  birth- 
day.  The  men  of  war  fired  a royal  falutc,  and  all 
the  officers  in  the  colony,  civil  and  military,  dined 
with  the  governor.  The  evening  was  fpent  in  making 
bonfires,  and  teftifying  fuch  other  demonfirations  of  joy 
as  could  be  ffiewn  in  this  country.  The  weather  is  now 
very  wet  and  cold,  and  has  been  fo  for  the  laft  fix 
weeks.  Several  mornings  we  have  had  a hoar  froft,  and 
a few  diftindl  pcliclcs  of  ice  were  formed  on  ffiallow 
fpots  of  water;  the  thermometer  frequently  as  low  as 
the  freezing  point. 

16th.  A convi£t  who  had  been  out  gathering  what 
they  called  fweet  tea,  about  a mile  from  the  camp,  met 
a party  of  the  natives,  confiding  of  fourteen,  by  whom 
he  was  beaten,  and  alfo  flightly  wounded  with  the  fhcll- 
ftlck  ufed  in  throwing  their  fpcars ; they  then  made  him 
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Arip,  and  would  have  taken  from  him  his  clothes,  and 
probably  his  life,  had  it  not  been  for  the  report  of 
two  mufquets;  which  they  no  fooner  heard,  than  they 
lan  away.  This  party  were  returning  from  the  wood 
with  cork,  which  they  had  been  cutting,  either  for  their 
canoes  or  huts ; and  bad  with  them  no  other  inArumcnts 
than  thofe  that  were  neccflary  for  the  bullnefs  on  which 
they  were  engaged ; fuch  as  a Aone  hatchet,  and  the 
Aiell  Aick  before  mentioned.  Had  they  been  armed 
with  any  other  weapons,  the  convii^  would  probably 
have  loA  his  life. 

That  which  we  call  the  fweet  tea,  is  a creeping  kind 
of  vine,  running  to  a great  extent  along  the  ground ; 
the  Aalk  is  not  fo  thick  as  the  fmalleA  honey-fuckle ; 
nor  is  the  leaf  fo  large  as  the  common  bay  leaf,  though 
fomething  Amilar  to  it ; and  the  tafie  is  fweet,  exaftly 
like  the  liquorice  root  of  the  Aiops.  Of  this  the  convidls 
and  foldicrs  make  an  infufion  which  is  tolerably  plcafant, 
and  ferves  as  no  bad  fuccedaneum  for  tea.  Indeed  were 
it  to  be  met  with  in  greater  abundance,  it  would  be  found 
very  beneficial  to  thofe  poor  creatures,  whofc  conAant 
diet  is  fait  provifions.  In  ufing  it  for  medical  purpofes, 
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I have  found  it  to  be  a good  pcfloral,  and,  as  I before 
obferved,  not  at  all  unplcafant.  CScs  Plate  annexed).  We 
have  alfo  a kind  of  Ihrub  in  this  country  rcfcmbling  the 
common  broom;  which  produces  a fmall  berry  like  a 
white  currant,  but,  in  taftc,  more  Hmilar  to  a very  four 
green  goofeberry.  This  has  proved  a good  antifcorbutic; 
but  I am  forry  to  add,  that  the  quantity  to  be  met  with 
is  far  from  fufiicient  to  remove  the  feurvy.  That  diforder 
ftill  prevails  with  great  violence,  nor  can  we  at  prefent  find 
any  remedy  againft  it,  notvvithftanding  that  the  coun- 
try produces  fevcral  forts  of  plants  and  Ihrubs,  which, 
in  this  place,  arc  confidered  as  tolerable  vegetables,  and 
ufed  in  common.  The  moft  plentiful,  is  a plant  growing 
on  the  fea  fhorc,  greatly  rcfcmbling  fage.  Among  it  arc 
often  to  be  found  famphire,  and  a kind  of  wild  fpinage, 
befides  a fmall  flirub  which  we  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of 
the  vegetable  tree,  and  the  leaves  of  which  prove  rather  a 
plcafant  fubflitiite  for  vegetables. 

2 ad.  His  Excellency  Governor  Phillip,  Lieutenant  George 
Johnfton,  his  Adjutant  of  Orders,  Lieutenant  CrcflVvcll  of 
the  Marines,  myfclf,  and  fix  foldiers,  landed  in  Manly 
Cove,  in  order  to  c.\amine  the  coaft  to  Broken  Bay.  At  a 
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fhort  diftance  from  the  fliore,  wc  faw  fixteen  canoes,  with 
twoperfons  in  each,  and  in  fome  three,  employed  in  fifliing. 
They  feemed  to  take  very  little  notice  as  we  paffed  them, 
fo  very  intent  were  they  on  the  bullnefs  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  On  our  landing,  we  faw  fixty  more  of  the  natives, 
about  two  hundred  yards  diftant  from  us.  Some  of  them 
immediately  came  up  to  us,  and  were  very  friendly,  A 
black  man,  who  carried  our  tents,  gave  two  of  them  a 
Hocking  each,  with  which  they  feemed  much  pleafed  ; and 
pointing  to  the  naked  leg,  exprclfed  a great  defire  to  have 
that  alfo  clothed.  The  morning  was  fo  cold,  that  thefe 
poor  wretches  Hood  Ihivering  on  the  beach,  and  appeared 
to  be  very  fenfible  of  the  comfort  and  advantage  of  being 
clothed. 

We  fent  back  our  boats,  and  proceeded  northward  along 
the  coaft  about  fix  miles,  where  we  were  forced  to  halt 
for  near  tivo  hours,  until  the  tide  had  run  out  of  a lagoon, 
or  piece  of  water,  fo  as  to  admit  of  its  being  forded. 
While  we  were  detained  here,  an  old  native  came  to  us, 
and,  in  the  moll  friendly  manner,  pointed  out  the  lhallowcfl: 
part  of  the  water  we  had  to  crofs;  but  the  tide  ran  with  too 
much  rapidity  at  that  time  for  us  to  attempt  it.  After  wc 
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had  V('adcd  through,  one  of  our  company  (hot  a very  fine 
duck,  %vliich  we  had  drefled  for  fupper,  on  a little  eminence 
by  the  fide  of  a cabbage  tree  fwamp,  about  half  a mile 
from  the  runof  the  tide.  Here  the  whole  party  got  as  much 
cabbage,  to  eat  with  their  fait  provifions,  as  they  chofe. 
While  we  had  been  detained  by  the  tide,  fevcral  natives 
were  on  the  oppofite  fide,  who  alfo  pointed  out  to 
us  the  fhoalcd  water,  and  appeared,  by  their  Ggns  and 
geftures,  to  wifh  us  very  much  to  come  overj  but  before 
the  tide  was  fufFiciently  low,  they  went  away.  One  of 
them  wore  a fkin  of  a reddilh  colour  round  his  fhouldcrs. 
Near  the  place  where  we  pitched  our  tent,  we  law  fevcral 
quails  exadly  like  thofe  in  England.  I fired  four  or  five  times 
at  them,  but  without  fuccefs,  as  my  Ihot  was  too  large. 

23d.  As  foon  as  the  dew  w.as  off  tlic  grafs,  we  began 
our  march,  and  about  twelve  o’clock  fell  in  with  the 
fouth  branch  of  Broken  Bay : but  finding  the  country 
round  this  part  very  rugged,  and  the  difiance  too  great 
for  our  flock  of  provifions,  we  returned  to  the  fea  Ihore, 
in  order  to  examine  tlic  fouth  part  of  the  entrance  into  the 
bay.  This,  like  every  other  part  of  the  country  we  have 
feen,  had  a very  indifferent  afped.  From  the  entrance 
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of  Port  yackfon  to  Broken  Bay,  in  fomc  places  from  fifty 
to  a hundred,  in  others  to  two  hundred  yards  difiant  from 
the  fea,  the  coaft  indeed  is  very  pleafanc,  and  tolerably 
clear  of  wood  ; the  earth  a kind  of  adhefive  clay,  covered 
with  a thick  and  fhort  four  grafs. 

All  along  the  fhorc  we  met  the  natives,  who  feem  to 
have  no  fixed  refidence  or  abode;  but,  indiferiminately, 
whenever  they  meet  with  a hut,  or,  what  is  more  common, 
a convenient  excavation  or  hole  in  the  rocks,  take  poflefllon 
of  it  for  the  time.  In  one  of  their  huts,  at  Broken  Bay, 
which  was  confiruded  of  bark,  and  was  one  of  the  beft 
I had  ever  met  with,  we  faw  two  very  well  made  nets, 
fome  filhing  lines  not  inferior  to  the  nets,  fome  fpears, 
a ftone  hatchet  of  a very  fuperior  make  to  what  they 
ufually  have,  together  with  two  vehicles  for  carrying 
water,  one  of  cork,  the  other  made  out  of  the  knot  of 
a large  tree  hollowed.  In  this  hut  there  were  two  pieces 
of  coarfe  linen,  which  they  mull  have  obtained  from 
fome  of  our  people,  and  every  thing  about  it  befpoke 
more  comfort  and  convenience  than  I had  obferved  in 
any  other.  A little  way  from  it  we  fell  in  with  a large 
party  of  natives,  whom  we  fuppofed  to  be  the  proprietors ; 
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17S8.  they  were  armed  with  fpears  and  ftone  hatchets.  One 
qP  latter  they  very  carncftly  w’ifhed  to  exchange  for 
one  of  ours.  Though  we  would  readily  have  obliged 
them,  it  w'as  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with  their 
wiflies,  as  we  had  only  a fufficient  number  wherewith 
to  cut  wood  for  our  own  fires.  However,  notwithftanding 
our  rcfufal,  they  parted  from  us  without  appearing  at 
all  difiatisfied. 

As  we  proceeded  along  the  fandy  beach,  we  gathered 
fome  beans,  which  grew  on  a fmall  creeping  fubftance  not 
unlike  a vine.  They  were  well  tafted,  and  very  fimilar  to 
the  Englilh  long-pod  bean.  At  the  place  where  we  halted, 
we  had  them  boiled,  and  we  all  eat  very  heartily  of  them. 
Half  an  hourafter,  the  govc  rnor  and  I were  feized  with  a 
violent  vomiting.  We  drank  warm  water,  which,  carrying 
the  load  freely  from  our  ftomachs,  gave  us  immediate 
relief.  Two  other  gentlemen  of  the  party  ate  as  freely  of 
them  as  we  had  done,  without  feeling  the  fmalleft  incon- 
venience or  bad  eifedt.  About  this  place  we  got  fome 
rafberries;  but  they  had  not  that  plcafant  tartnefs  peculiar 
to  thofe  in  Europe. 

24th.  We  returned  by  the  fame  paflage,  along  the  coaft, 
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without  feeing  any  objeds  worth  notice,  until  we  came  1788. 
to  a convenient  fpot  to  encamp  for  the  night,  where 
there  was  great  plenty  of  cabbage  trees,  and  tolerable 
water ; a circumftance,  as  I have  already  obferved,  not 
generally  to  be  met  with  in  this  country,  except  on  the 
lea  coall ; and  even  there  by  no  means  in  abundance. 

"While  foup  was  making  of  fome  birds  we  had  lately 
killed  (which  proved  very  good),  and  every  thing  was 
getting  ready  for  the  night,  the  governor,  the  two  other 
gentlemen,  and  myfelf,  took  our  guns,  and  afeended  a 
hill  juft  above  us.  From  this  eminence  we  faw  the  fouth- 
ern  branch  of  Broken  Bay,  which  ran  far  into  the  country. 

During  our  return,  we  picked  up,  in  the  diftance  of 
about  half  a mile,  twenty-five  flowers  of  plants  and  Ihrubs 
of  different  genera  and  fpecies,  fpecimens  of  which  I have 
tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Wilforty  particularly  the  Red  Gum  Tree. 

(See  Plate  annexed).  On  the  fpot  where  we  encamped, 
the  grafs  was  long,  dry,  and  four ; and  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  we  fet  it  on  fire  all  around,  for  fear  the  natives  fhould 
furprife  us  in  the  night  by  doing  the  fame  ; a cuftom  in 
which  they  feem  always  happy  to  indulge  themfelves. 

25th.  We  fet  off  early  in  the  morning  to  look  at  the 
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branch  of  Broken  Bay  which  we  had  feen  the  evening 
before ; and  were  led  to  it  by  a path  not  very  much 
frequented.  At  the  head  of  this  branch  we  found  a freih 
water  river,  which  took  its  rife  a little  above,  out  of  a 
fwamp.  Such  is  the  origin  and  fource  of  every  river 
we  have  yet  difeovered  in  this  country ; though  few,  when 
compared  to  thole  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  It  is 
very  extraordinary  that  in  cdl  this  extenfive  trad,  a living 
Ipring  has  not  yet  been  explored.  On  this  river  we  faw 
many  ducfks  and  teal.  Mr.  Creflwell  fliot  one  of  the  latter, 
and  i Ihot  one  of  the  former.  They  were  both  well  tailed, 
and  good  of  thdr  kind.  At  the  head  of  this  branch  we 
found  the  country  rough  and  impalTable.  Having  followed 
the  courfc  of  the  river  to  its  origin,  we  that  day  returned 
to  Manly  Cove,  where  we  furprifed  two  old  men,  an  old 
woman,  a grown-up  girl,  and  thirteen  children,  in  a hut. 
When  the  children  faw  us  approach,  they  all  gathered 
themfelves  clofcly  together  around  the  girl ; they  cried, 
and  feemed  much  terrified.  The  old  men  Ihowed  fuch 
diHike  to  our  looking  at  them,  that  the  governor  and  the 
reft  of  the  party  withdrew  to  fome  little  diftance  to  dine. 
Some  of  the  -children,  on  feeing  all  the  party  gone  but 
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xnyfclf  and  another  gentleman>  began  to  laugh,  and  thus  17SS. 
proved  that  their  fears  had  vaniihed.  When  we  joined  the  _ 
reft  of  the  party,  the  old  man  followed  us  in  a very  friendly 
manner,  and  took  part  of  every  kind  of  provifion  we  had, 
but  he  ate  none  of  it  in  our  fight.  The  women  and 
children  ftood  at  fome  diftance,  and  beckoned  to  us  when 
the  men,  of  whom  they  feemed  to  ftand  in  very  great 
dread,  had  turned  their  backs. 

As  foon  as  we  had  dined,  and  refreihed  ourfelves,  the 
governor,  by  himfelf,  went  down  to  them,  and  diftributed 
Ibme  prefents  among  them,  which  ibon  gained  their 
frieiullhip  and  confidence.  By  this  time  ftxteen  canoes, 
that  were  out  filhing,  came  clofe  to  the  fpot  where  we 
were,  and  there  lay  on  their  paddles,  which  they  managed 
with  wonderful  dexterity  and  addrefs  ; mimicking  us,  and 
indulging  in  their  own  merriment.  After  many  figns  and 
entreaties,  one  of  the  women  ventured  to  the  governor, 
who  was  by  himfelf,  and  with  feemingly  great  timidity, 
took  from  him  fome  fmall  filhing  lines  and  hooks ; articles 
which  they  hold  in  great  eftimation.  This  made  her 
Icfs  fearful ; and  in  a little  time  Ihe  became  pcrfcfily  free 
and  onreltrained.  Her  conduft  influenced  many  others, 
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1788.  who  came  on  fliore  for  what  they  could  procure.  Many 
^ of  them  were  painted  about  the  head,  bread,  and  flioulders, 
with  fomc  white  fubftance.  None  of  thofe  who  were  thus 
ornamented  came  on  fliore,  till  by  figns  we  made  them 
underftand  that  we  intended  to  offer  them  Ibme  prefents; 
and  even  then,  only  one  of  them  ventured.  To  this 
perfon  Lieutenant  Creffwell  gave  a white  pocket  hand- 
kerchief, with  which  flie  feemed  much  pleafed.  Every 
gentleman  now  Angled  out  a female,  and  prefented 
her  with  fome  trinkets,  not  forgetting,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  beftow  gifts  upon  fome  of  her  family,  whom 
flie  took  conflderable  pains  to  make  known,  left  they 
fliould  fall  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as  did  not  belong 
to  her.  It  was  remarked  that  all  the  women  and  children, 
(an  old  woman  excepted)  had  the  little  finger  of  the  left 
hand  taken  off  at  the  fecond  joint ; the  ftump  of  which 
was  as  well  covered  as  if  the  operation  had  been  performed 
by  a furgeon. 

While  we  were  thus  employed  among  the  women,  a 
body  of  men  came  out  of  the  woods  with  a new  canoe, 
made  of  cork.  It  was  one  of  the  beft  we  had  ob- 
lerved  in  this  country ; though  it  fell  very  fliort  of  thofe 
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vhich  I have  fecn  among  the  American  or  Mufquito-fliore  1788. 
Indians ; who,  in  improvements  of  every  kind,  the  Indians 
of  this  country  are  many  centuries  behind.  The  men 
had  alfo  with  them  fome  new  paddles,  fpears,  and  fifh- 
gigs,  which  they  had  juft  been  making.  They  readily 
fhowed  us  the  ufe  of  every  thing  they  had  with  them. 

Indeed  they  always  behave  with  an  apparent  civility  when 
they  fall  in  with  men  that  are  armed  ; but  when  they  meet 
perfons  unarmed,  they  feldom  fail  to  take  every  advantage 
of  them. 

Thole  females  who  were  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty 
did  not  wear  a covering ; but  all  the  female  children  and 
likewife  the  girls  wore  a flight  kind  of  covering  beford 
them,  made  of  the  fur  of  the  kangaroo,  twifted  into 
threads.  While  we  went  towards  the  party  of  men  that 
came  out  of  the  woods  with  the  new  canoe,  all  the  women 
landed,  and  began  to  broil  their  fifli,  of  which  they; 
had  a large  quantity.  There  feemed  to  be  no  har- 
mony or  hofpitality  among  them.  However,  the  female 
to  whom  I paid  the  moft  attention  gave  me,  but  not  un- 
till I afked  her  for  it,  fome  of  the  flfli  which  Ihe  was 
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eating.  She  "had  thrown  it  on  the  fire,  but  it  was  fcarcel^r 
warm. 

Many  of  the  women  were  ftrait,  well  formed,  and  lively. 
My  companion  continued  to  exhibit  a number  of  coquettifii 
airs  while  I was  decorating  her  head,  neck,  and  arms, 
with  my  pocket  and  neck  handkerchiefs,  which  I tca-e  into 
ribbons,  as  if  defirous  of  multiplying  two  prefents  into 
feveral.  Having  nothing  left,  except  the  buttons  of  my 
coat,  on  her  admiring  them,  I cut  them  away,  and  with  a 
piece  of  firing  tied  them  round  her  waifi.  Thus  orna- 
mented, and  thus  delighted  with  her  new  acquirements, 
•fhe  turned  from  me  with  a look  of  inexpreflible  arch- 
nefs. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  boats,  which  was  late,  the 
natives  pointed  to  a hawk,  and  made  figns  to  us  to  ihoot 
it.  It  had  alighted  upon  an  adjoining  tree,  and  the 
governor  defired  that  I would  bring  it  down.  The  report 
of  the  gun  frightened  them  very  much.  Some  ran  away ; 
hut  on  perceiving  that  no  harm  was  intended  againft  them, 
they  returned,  and  were  highly  pleafed  to  fee  the  hawk 
prefented  by  the  governor  to  a young  girl,  who  appeared 
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to  be  the  daughter  of  the  moil  diftinguiihed  amongft 
them. 

While  the  boats  were  preparing  for  our  reception,  an 
old  woman,  perfefily  grey  with  age,  folicited  us  very 
much  for  fome  prefcnt  j and  in  order  to  make  us  comply, 
threw  herlelf,  before  all  her  companions,  into  the  moft 
indecent  attitudes. 

The  cockfwain  of  the  boat  informed  us,  that  while  he 
was  waiting  for  our  return,  the  day  before,  two  parties  of 
the  natives  met,  and  commenced  hoftilities  againll  each 
other.  The  man  thus  deferibed  the  manner  in  which  this 
encounter  was  carried  on.  A champion  from  > each  party, 
armed  with  a Ipear  and  a Ihield,  preffed  forwards  be- 
fore the  reft ; and,  as  foon  as  a favomablc  opportunity 
offered  (till  which  he  advanced  and-  retreated  by  turns), 
threw  his  fpear,  and  then  retired  ; when  another  imme- 
diately took  his  place,  going  through  the  fame  manoeuvres ; 
and  in  this  manner  was  the  conflidt  carried  on  for  more  than 
two  hours.  The  boats  crew  and  two  midlhipmen,  who  faw 
the  whole  of  the  proceeding,  perceived  that  one  of  the 
natives  walked  off  with  a fpear  in  his  fide.  During  the 
engagement,  the  women  belonging  to  them,  who  ftood 
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at  fome  diftance,  difcovered  ftrong  marks  of  concern,  and 
fcreamed  loudly  when  any  of  the  combatants  appeared 
to  be  wounded.  As  the  boat  was  returning  clofe  along 
Ihore,  a fpear  was  thrown  at  the  people  by  fome  of  the 
natives,  who  .were  lurking  behind  the  trees  and  rocks.  It 
was  hurled  with  fuch  force,  that  it  flew  a conflderable  way 
over  the  boat,  although  we  were  between  thirty  and  forty 
yards  from  the  Ihorc. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  before  we  arrived  in  Sydney 
Cove ; and  as  foon  as  the  governor  landed,  he  was  informed 
that  a gold  mine  had  been  difcovered,  near  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  by  a convift.  During  his  excellency’s 
abfence,  the  convidt  had  made  this  difeovery  known  to  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  the  judge  advocate  j for  which,  he 
laid,  that  he  hoped  and  expeded  to  have  his  freedom,  and 
a pecuniary  reward.  The  gentlemen  to  whom  he  applied 
anfwered,  that  they  could  not  promife  to  grant  his  requeft 
until  he  fliould  have  put  them  in  poireflion  of  the  mine; 
but,  that  they  were  well  alTured  that  the  governor  would 
beftow  on  him  a proper  recompence,  after  fuffleient  proof  of 
the  difeovery.  A boat  was,  in  confequence,  ordered  from 
the  Sirius,  to  carry  him  and  Captain  Campbell  down  to  the 
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place  where  he  declared  that  the  mine  was  fituated.  At  their 
landing,  he  begged  leave  to  withdraw  a little,  on  fome 
necelTary  occafion ; when,  inftead  of  returning  to  Captain 
Campbell,  he  went  back  to  the  camp,  and  waiting  on  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  judge  advocate,  aflerted  that  he 
had  put  Captain  Campbell  in  poflefllon  of  the  mine,  who 
had  difpatched  him  over  land  for  another  officer  and  a proper 
guard.  His  account  not  being  doubted,  he  was  well  fed 
and  treated  ; and  Lieutenant  Paulden,  with  a guard  and 
all  neceffary  articles,  was  ordered  to  attend  him  to  tlie 
place.  But,  before  they  could  fet  out,  to  the  great 
aftoniffiment  of  all.  Captain  Campbell  arrived,  and 
unravelled  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  deception.  This 
produced  an  unexpeded  revolution.  Inftead  of  receiving 
a reward  for  his  golden  difeoveries,  the  impoftor  was 
immediately  taken  into  cuftody,  with  two  others,  fuppofed 
to  be  concerned  in  carrying  on  the  artifice.  The  next  day 
he  was  examined,  with  great  privacy  and  ftridlncfs ; but  no 
fatisfadtory  elucidation  being  obtained  from  him,  he  w.as 
ordered  to  be  feverely  whipped.  Subfecjuently  to  this 
punifhment,  of  which  he  was  prepared  to  expedt  a weekly 
repetition,  between  the  intervals  of  hard  labour,  and  to  be 
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loaded  incelTantly  with  heavy  irons,  during  the  time  of  his 
remaining  in  the  colony,  he  moft  audacioully  perfifted  in 
endeavouring  to  maintain  the  delufion,  and  declared  that 
if  an  officer  was  fent  with  him,  he  would  fliow  him  the 
mine ; adding,  that  he  was  heartily  forry  for  what  had 
happened.  Accordingly,  he  was  fuffered  to  accompany 
Lieutenant  G.  Johnfton,  the  Governor’s  Adjutant  of  Orders, 
to  the  place  in  queftion.  Before  the  boat  had  reached  its 
deftination  Mr.  Johnfton  argued  with  him,  yet  not  with- 
out protefting,  that  if  he  either  attempted  to  deceive  him  as 
he  had  impofed  upon  Captain  Campbell,  or  prefumed  to 
move  five  yards  from  him  and  his  party,  he  would  inftantly 
order  him  to  be  Ihot.  Finding  that  this  officer  was  not  to 
be  trifled  with,  but  feemed  determined,  he  acknowledged 
that  it  was  unnecelTary  to  proceed  any  farther  j that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  exiftcnce  of  any  fuch  mine,  and  that 
the  fpecimens  ffiown  by  him  were  only  a compofition  of 
brafs  and  gold,  which  he  had  filed  down  and  melted. 
Mr.  Johnfton  brought  him  back;  when  he  was  again 
examined,  and  ordered  to  be  punilhed.  It  is  needlcfs  to 
add  that  no  further  difeovery  w’as  made.  He  is  now  at 
liberty.  He  is,  however,  obliged  to  wear  a large  R on 
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his  back.  The  man,  whofe  name  is  Daily,  appears  infane;  yet 
others  cannot  be  perfuaded  that  he  is  a lunatic,  but  are  rather 
of  opinion  that  he  is  a defigning  mifereant,  and  that  time 
will  difclofc  a deep-laid  fcheme,  which  he  had  planned  for 
Ibme  purpofe  hitherto  undifeovered.  For  my  own  part,  I 
freely  confefs,  that  I cannot  coincide  with  their  fentiments. 
He  was  fo  artful  as  to  circulate  a report  that  he  had  fold 
fevcral  pounds  weight  of  the  ore  to  the  mafter  of  the  Golden 
Grove,  and  fome  of  his  feamen.  This  rumour  was  received 
with  fuch  credulity,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  imprcfllon 
which  it  made,  none  of  the  failors  were  fuifered  to  leave 
the  ihip  after  a certain  hour  in  the  evening.  In  a word,  fo 
many  ridiculous  circumftances  attended  this  affair,  that  to 
attempt  a complete  enumeration  of  them  would  prove  not 
lefs  difficult  than  uninterefting. 

26th.  The  Supply  arrived  from  Norfolk  Ifland,  after  a 
long  and  rough  paffage.  She  had  landed,  but  neither  in 
apparent  fafety  nor  with  facility,  the  ftores  which  fhe 
carried  to  that  place : and,  upon  the  prefent  occafion, 
I am  forty  to  add,  that  the  hazard  of  landing  and  embarking 
from  this  little  ifland  is  fo  very  great,  that  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham, a midfliipman  of  the  Sirius  (who  refidcd  on  it  with 
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Lieutenant  King,  the  fuperintendant),  was  loft,  with  three 
feamen,  in  a boat  that  was  fwamped  by  the  furf,  which  on 
every  part  of  the  coaft  runs  high,  and  beats  againft  the 
ftiore  with  great  violence  ; fo  that  I much  fear,  from  the 
difficulty  of  acccfs,  and  its  fituation,  it  never  will  prove 
of  any  great  confequcnce,  although  it  promifed  fome  advan- 
tages ; particularly  in  furnifhing  us  with  pine  trees,  which 
grow  here  to  a fize  nearly  equal  to  thofe  of  Norway.  In 
the  whole  ifland  there  is  not  a harbour  capable  of  admitting 
even  fo  fmall  a veflel  as  the  Supply,  and  the  anchorage  on 
every  part  of  the  coaft  is  equally  bad. 

The  ifland  produces  a kind  of  gladiolus  luteus,  or  iris 
paluftris,  of  which,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  fpecimcns  fent 
Mr.  Wilfon,  exceeding  good  hemp  is  to  be  made ; and 
which  is  to  be  procured  in  any  quantity,  the  plants  growing 
in  great  abundance  throughout  the  whole  ifland.  The 
foregoing  articles,  were  the  ifland  larger  and  more  eafy  of 
acccfs,  with  even  a tolerable  harbour,  might,  in  any  other 
country,  be  of  the  firft  conrcqucncc  to  a maritime  nation. 
But  from  every  information  which  I have  gained  from  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Sup[  ly,  the  procuring  of  this  bene- 
ficial acquifition  is  at  prefent  fomewhat  doubtful.  The 


Digitized  tiy  Google 


VOYAGE  TO  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


2'3 


people  fettled  upon  it,  when  theycan  venture  out,  get  great  1788. 
plenty  of  filh  ; and,  at  certain  feafons,  turtle.  In  the  ifland 
alfo  are  pigeons,  as  tame  as  domeAic  fowls ; and  the  foil 
feems  well  adapted  for  the  growth  of  all  kinds  of  grain  and 
vegetables.  It  produces  a wild  banana,  or  plantain  tree, 
which,  by  cultivation,  may  afllft  the  fettlers,  as  a fucce- 
dancum  for  bread : and  I am  not  without  hopes  that  we 
fhall  be  able  to  make  fome  additions  from  thence  to  fuch 
neceflaries  of  life  as  may  in  time  be  produced  here. 

A few  days  fmee  the  natives  landed  near  the  hofpital, 
w’here  fome  goats  belonging  to  the  Supply  were  browfing  ; 
when  they  killed,  with  their  fpear,  a kid,  and  carried  it 
away.  Within  this  fortnight,  they  have  alfo  killed  a he- 
goat  of  the  governor’s.  Whenever  an  opportunity  offered, 
they  have  feldom  failed  to  deftroy  whatever  flock  they  could 
feize  upon  unobferved.  They  have  been  equally  ready  to 
attack  the  convids,  on  every  occafion  which  prefented 
itfelf;  and  fome  of  them  have  become  vi<flims  to  thefe 
favages.  I have  already  obferved  that  they  fland  much  in 
fear  of  a mufquet,  and  therefore  they  very  feldom  approach 
any  perfon  by  whom  it  is  carried ; and  their  apprehenflons 
are  almofi  equally  great  when  they  perceive  a red  garment. 
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September  5 th.  About  half  after  fix  in  the  evening,  we 
faw  an  aurora  auftralis,  a phaenomenon  uncommon  in  the 
fouthern  hcmifphere. 

Oftober  2d.  His  Majefty’s  fliip  the  Sirius  failed  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  a fupply  of  flour,  it  being  difco- 
vcred  that  our  flock  of  this  article  bore  no  proportion  to 
the  fait  beef  and  pork. 

The  fame  day  the  Golden  Grove  failed  for  Norfolk  Ifland, 
with  a reinforcement  of  male  and  female  conviifls  ; two  free 
men,  as  gardeners ; a midfliipman  from  the  Sirius,  to  fill 
up  the  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Cunningham ; 
a fergeant,  corporal,  and  fix  privates ; and  a fupply  of 
neceflaries  for  eighteen  months. 

4th.  A convift,  named  Cooper  Handley,  who  went  out 
with  an  armed  party  of  marines  to  colledl  wild  vegetables 
and  fweet  tea,  flrayed  from  them,  and  was  afterwards 
met  by  the  natives,  who  murdered  and  mutilated  him  in  a 
Ihocking  manner.  The  natives  were  fo  near  our  men,  that 
they  heard  them  very  diflindlly  Ihouting  and  making  a 
great  noife,  yet  were  unable  to  overtake  them  in  the  purfuit. 
In  the  evening,  a party  of  foldiers  and  convids  were  fent 
out  to  bury  the  deceafed. 

loth. 
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loth.  A general  court  martial  was  convened  by  warrant 
from  the  governor.  When  the  members,  with  the  deputy 
judge  advocate,  were  affembled,  they  gave  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  notwithftanding  the  governor  has  full  power 
and  authority  to  grant  and  hold  court  martials  among 
regular  troopsj  yet,  as  a corps  of  marines,  under  the  influence 
of  a particular  code  of  laws,  and  inftrudtions  from  the 
Admiralty,  and  only  amenable  to  that  board,  they  could 
not  proceed  to  trial ; the  board  of  Admiralty  not  having 
delegated  any  part  of  their  authority  over  the  marine  corps, 
particularly  that  of  holding  court  martials,  to  the  governor  ; 
neither  did  any  part  of  the  aft  of  Parliament  for  forming 
a colony  in  New  South  Wales  contain  direftions  relative  to 
that  fubjeft.  The  marine  inftruftions,  with  refpeft  to  court 
martials,  ftate,  that  no  general  court  martial  can  be  ordered 
but  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  three  commiflloners  for 
executing  the  office  ; nor  any  fentence  be  carried  into 
execution  until  approved  of  by  him  or  them,  unlefs  the 
marines,  as  in  America,  ihould  be,  by  aft  of  Parliament, 
confidercd  as  a part  of  the  army  ; which  is  not  the  cafe 
here.  '1  hey  arc  truly  and  literally  governed  and  regulated 
by  the  fame  rules  and  infiruftions  as  the  marine  divifions  at 
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1788.  Chatham,  Portfmouth,  or  Plymouth  ; and,  conrcquently, 
j^flobcr.  ^ their  proceeding  to  trial  would  not  only  be  illegal,  but  a 
dired  infult  to  the  governance  and  power  of  the  Board 
under  which  they  aft,  and  to  whom  every  appeal  from 
them  muft  come  ; unlefs  an  aft  of  Parliament,  in  that  cafe 
made  and  provided,  otherwife  direfts. 

28th.  A marine  went  to  gather  fome  greens  and  herbs, 
but  has  not  returned ; as  he  was  unarmed,  it  is  feared 
that  he  has  been  met  and  murdered  by  the  natives. 

31ft.  A fergeant  and  four  privates,  who  had  been 
mifling  three  days,  returned.  They  were  fent  by  the 
commanding  officer  to  look  for  the  marine,  and  loft  them- 
felves  in  the  woods.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  we  had 
very  loud  thunder,  and  a fhower  of  hail ; many  of  the 
hail-ftones  were  meafured,  and  found  to  be  five-eights  of 
an  inch  in  diameter. 

November  2d.  This  day  more  hail  ; the  weather  dark 
and  gloomy,  with  dreadful  lightning.  The  mercury  during 
the  whole  of  the  day  flood  between  66  and  68. 

7th.  A criminal  court  fentcnccd  a convift  to  five 
hundred  lafhes  for  ftcaling  foap,  the  property  of  another 
convift,  value  eight  pence. 

loth. 
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loth.  The  Golden  Grove  returned  from  Norfolk  Hland 
with  a few  fpars,  and  fome  timber  for  the  governor. 
While  ftic  lay  there,  (he  was  obliged  to  cut  her  cable  and 
ftand  to  fea,  there  being  (as  before  obferved)  no  harbour 
in  the  whole  ifland,  where  a fliip  can  ride  in  fafety.  The 
mailer  of  the  Ihip  was  fwamped  in  the  furf  and  nearly  loll, 
with  his  boat  and  crew. 

iith.  Thomas  Bulmore,  a private  marine,  died  in 
confequence  of  the  blows  which  he  received  during  a battle 
with  one  of  his  companions  ; who  is  to  be  tried  for  his 
life,  on  the  17  th  inllant,  by  a criminal  court.  So  fmall 
is  our  number,  and  fo  necelTary  is  every  individual  who 
compofes  it,  for  one  purpofe  or  another,  that  the  lofs  of 
even  a llnglc  man  may  truly  be  conlldered  as  an  irreparable 
difadvantage  I 

The  preceding  is  all  the  account  l am  able  at  prefent  to 
fend  you  of  the  territories  of  New  South  Wales,  and  its  pro- 
dudlions.  The  unfettled  Hate  in  which  you  mull  naturally 
fuppofe  every  thing,  as  yet,  to  remain,  will  not  permit  me 
to  be  as  copious  as  I could  wilhj  but,  by  the  next  difpatch, 
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I hope  to  be  able  to  fend  you  no  inconhderable  additions  to 
the  Natural  Hiftory,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuch  further  in- 
formation concerning  our  affairs  here  as  during  the  interinx 
fhall  have  occurred. 
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THE  DIFFERENT  SPECIES  OF  BANKSIA. 

TH  E fined  new  genus  hitherto  found  in  Nev/ 
Holland  has  been  dedined  by  Linnxus,  with  great 
propriety,  to  tranfmit  to  poderity  the  name  of  Sir  Jofepb 
Banks,  who  fird  difeovered  it  in  his  celebrated  voyage 
round  the  world.  It  is  indeed  one  of  the  mod  magnificent 
genera  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  being  nearly  allied 
to  Protea  and  Embothriurn  in  habit  and  botanical  charaders, 
but  fufficiently  didinguidied  from  both  by  its  fruit.  Four 
fpccies  of  Bankjia  are  deferibed  in  the  Supplementum  Plan- 
tarum  of  Linnecus',  fpecimens  of  which  we  have  feen  in  his 
Herbarium  now  in  the  podeflion  of  Dr.  Smith  of  Marlborough 
Street,  and  we  have  depofited  with  the  fame  gentleman 
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. fpecimens  of  all  the  plants  we  are  about  to  defcribe  in  this 
work.  Dr.  Gaertner,  in  his  admirable  book  on  fruits  and 
feeds,  has  figured  the  fruit  of  feveral  Banhfias^  fome  of  them 
deferibed  by  Linneeus.  Having  had  his  plates,  with  the 
names,  engraved  before  he  faw  the  Supplementum  of  Linneeus, 
his  nomenclature  differs  from  that  of  the  laft  mentioned 
author;  but  he  quotes  his  lynonyms  in  the  letter  prefs. 
We  mention  this,  that  he  may  not  be  accufed  of  ivantonly 
changing  Linnaan  names,  and  that  for  the  worfe,  as  it 
would  appear  to  any  one  uninformed  of  this  circumftance. 

The  charadler  of  the  genus  is  very  badly  made  out  in 
'Lvinteus.  Gaertner  has  greatly  correfled  it,  but  it  is  ftill 
a doubt  whether  the  flowers  are  conftantly  monopetakus  or 
tetrapetalous,  nor  have  we  materials  fufficient  to  remove 
this  difficulty.  All  we  can  fay  is,  that  Bankjia  is  next  in 
natural  arrangement  to  Protean  from  which  it  is  effentially 
diftinguiflied  by  having  an  hard  woody  bivalve  capfule, 
containing  two  winged  feeds,  with  a moveable  membranous 
partition  between  them.  It  is  ftrangely  mifplaced  in 
Murray^  14th  edition  of  Syjlenta  Vegetahiliumy  being  put 
between  Ludwigia  and  Oldenlandia! 

Mr.  White  has  fent  imperfedl  fpecimens  and  feeds  of 
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four  fpecies  of  Bankfla,  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  fettle 
as  follows: 

I.  B.  ferrata,  Linn.  Supp.  126.  s 

B.  conchifera.  Gaertn.  221.  t.  48. 

This  is  the  moft  ftately  of  the  genus.  Its  trunk  is  thick 
and  rugged.  Leaves  alternate,  (landing  thick  about  the 
ends  of  the  branches  on  (hort  footllalks,  narrow,  obtufe, 
ftrongly  ferrated,  fmooth  and  of  a bright  green  colour 
above,  beneath  opaque  and  whitifli,  with  a (Irong  rib 
running  through  their  middle.  A very  large  cylindrical 
fpike  of  flowers  terminates  each  branch.  Moft  of  the  flowers 
are  abortive,  a few  only  in  each  fpike  producing  ripe  feed.' 
The  form  of  the  capfules  may  be  undcrftood  from  the  figure, 
which  reprefents  a whole  fpike  in  fruit,  about  half  the 
natural  flze.  The  capfules  are  covered  with  thick  down. 
Another  plate  of  the  plant  in  flower  (hews  the  curved  pofl- 
tion  in  which  the  ftyle  is  held  by  the  corolla ; the  increafe 
of  the  former  in  length  being  greater  and  more  rapid  than 
that  of  the  latter. 

' 2.  B. 
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2.  B.  pyriformis.  Gaertn.  220.  t.  i. 

This  fpecics  was  unknown  toLinnxus;  and  as  Gaertnerhas 
given  no  fpecific  charader  of  it,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following: 

B,  Jloribus  folitarih,  capfulis  ovatis  pubefcentibus,  foliit 
lanceolath  integerrimis  glabris.  ' 

Bankfia  with  folitary  flowers,  ovate  downy  capfules,  and 
lance-lhaped  entire  fmooth  leaves. 

The  capfules  are  larger  than  in  any  other  known  fpecies. 
In  the  figure  they  are  reprefcntcd  fomewhat  fmaller  than 
the  life ; but  the  feed  is  given  as  large  as  life. 

3.  B.  gibbofa.  B.  dadyloides  Gaertn.  221.  t.  47.  f.  2.  ? 

B.  Jloribus  folitariisi  capfulis  ovatis  gibbojs  rugojisy  foliis 
teretibus. 

Bankfia  with  folitary  flowers;  ovate,  tumid,  rugged  cap- 
fules; and  cylindrieal  leaves. 

' We  fufped  this  to  be  the  Bankfia  dadyloides  of  Gaertner’y 
but  if  fo,  his  figure  is  by  no  means  a good  one ; as  he  is 
generally  very  accurate,  we  arc  rather  inclined  to  believe 
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ours  a different  plant,  and  have  therefore  given  it  a new 
name.  The  leaves  are  very  peculiar,  being  perfcdlly  cylin- 
drical, about  two  inches  long  and  one  line  in  diameter, 
pale,  green  and  fmooth.  The  fjowers  we  have  not  feen. 

Fig.  I.  of  the  fame  Plate  reprefents  the  capfulc  of  another 
Bankfia,  belonging  to  thofc  which  bear  the  flowers  in  fpikes, 
but  we  cannot  with  certainty  dbtermine  the  fpecies.  The 
capfliles  are  fmooth,  at  leaft  when  ripe,  and  a little  fhining. 

We  think  this  is  neither  the  B.  ferrata,  integrifolia,  nor  dentata 
of  Linnaeus,  nor  probably  his  ericifolia ; fo  that  it  feems  to 
be  a fpecies  hitherto  undclcribcd.  The  leaves  and  flowers 
we  have  not  feco. 
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THE  PEPPERMINT  TREE. 

Eocalyptus  piperita. 

An  Eucalyptus  obliqua,  L' Heritier  Sert.  Angl.  p.  i8? 

(See  Plate  annejccd.) 

This  tree  grows  to  the  height  of  more  than  an  hundred 
feet,  and  is  above  thirty  feet  in  circumference.  The  bark 
is  very  fmooth,  like  that  of  the  poplar.  The  younger 
branches  are  long  and  flender,  angulated  near  the  top, 
but  as  they  grow  older  the  angles  dirappc.ar.  Their  bark  is 
fmooth,  and  of  a reddifh  brown.  The  leaves  are  alternate, 
lanceolate,  pointed,  very  entire,  fmooth  on  both  fides, 
and  remarkably  unequal,  or  oblique,  at  their  bafe ; the 
veins  alternate  and  not  very  confpicuous,  The  whole  furface 
of  both  fides  of  the  leaves  is  marked  with  numerous  minute 
refinous  fpots,  in  which  the  eflential  oil  refldes.  The  foot- 
ftalks  are  about  half  an  inch  in  length,  round  on  the  under 
fide,  angular  above,  quite  fmooth.  The  flowers  we  have 
not  feen.  What  Mr.  White  has  fent  as  the  ripe  capfules 
of  this  tree  (although  not  attached  to  the  fpecimens  of  the 
leaves)  grow  in  clufters,  from  fix  to  eight  in  each,  fefiile 
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and  conglomerated.  Thefc  cluflcrs  are  fupported  on  angular 
alternate  footftalks,  which  form  a kind  of  panicle.  Each 
capfule  is  about  the  lize  of  an  hawthorn  berry,  globular, 
but  as  it  were  cut  off  at  the  top,  rugged  on  the  outfide, 
hard  and  woody,  and  of  a dark  brown  colour.  At  the  top 
is  a large  orifice,  which  fhews  the  internal  part  of  the 
capfule  divided  into  four  cells,  and  having  a fquarc  column 
in  the  center,  from  which  the  partitions  of  the  cell  arife, 
Thefc  partitions  extend  to  the  rim  of  the  capfule,  and 
terminate  in  four  fmall  projedlions,  which  look  like  the 
teeth  of  a calyx.  The  feeds  are  numerous,  fmall,  and  angular. 

The  name  of  Peppermint  Tree  has  been  given  to  this 
plant  by  Mr.  White  on  account  of  the  very  great  refem- 
blance  between  the  effential  oil  drawn  from  its  leaves  and 
that  obtained  from  the  Peppermint  [Mentha  piperita)  which 
grows  in  England.  This  oil  was  found  by  Mr.  White  to 
be  much  more  efficacious  in  removing  all  cholicky  complaints 
than  that  of  the  Engliffi  Peppermint,  which  he  attributes 
to  its  being  lefs  pungent  and  more  aromatic.  A quart  of 
the  oil  has  been  fent  by  him  to  Mr.  JFilfon. 

The  tree  above  deferibed  appears  to  be  undoubtedly  of 
tfie  fame  genus  with  that  cultivated  in  fome  greenhoufes 
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in  England,  which  Mr.  L' Heriticr  has  defcribcd  in 
his  Sertum  Atiglicum  by  the  name  of  Eucalyptus  obliqua, 
though  it  is  commonly  called  in  the  gardens  Metrofideros 
obliqua'y  but  we  dare  not  affert  it  to  be  the  fame  fpecies, 
nor  can  this  point  be  determined  till  the  flowers  and  every 
part  of  both  be  feen  and  compared;  we  have  compared 
the  beft  fpecimens  we  could  procure  of  each,  and  find  no 
fpecific  difference.  The  Eucalyptus  obliqua  has,  when  dried, 
an  aromatic  flavour  fomewhat  fimilar  to  our  plant.  Wc 
have  remarked  indeed  innumerable  minute  white  fpots, 
befides  the  refinous  ones,  on  both  fiirfaces  of  the  leaves 
in  fome  fpecimens  of  the  garden  plant,  which  are  not  to 
be  feen  in  ours,  and  the  branches  of  the  former  are  rough, 
with  fmall  fcaly  tubercles.  But  how  far  thefe  are  conftant 
we  cannot  tell.  The  obliquity  in  the  leaves,  one  fide  being 
fhorter  at  the  bafe  than  die  other,  as  well  as  fomewhat 
narrower  all  the  way  up,  as  in  the  Begonia  tiitida  of  the 
Hortus  Kewenfs,  is  remarkable  in  both  plants. 

The  figure  reprefents  a branch  of  the  Peppermint  Tree 
in  leaf : on  one  fide  of  it  part  of  a leaf  feparate,  bearing  the 
gall  of  fome  infeft  ; on  the  other  the  fruit  above  deferibed. 
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Melaleuca  ? trinervia. 

This  is  a fraall  fhrub,  very  much  branched.  The  bark  full 
of  longitudinal  filTurcs,  and  eafily  feparatcd  from  the  branches^ 
Leaves  on  fliort  footftalks,  alternate,  lanceolate,  pointed,  entire, 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  fmooth  on  both  hides, 
marked  with  three  longitudinal  ribs,  and  retkulatcd  with  tranf- 
verfe  veins}  they  are  alfo  full  refinous  fpots,  the  feat  of  an 
aromatic  eHential  oil.  The*  flowers  we  have  not  feen,  nor  can 
we  determine  with  certainty  the  genus  of  this  plant.  It  moft 
nearly  approaches  the  Leptofpermum  virgatum  of  Forfter,  re- 
ferred by  the  younger  Linnaeus,  pjerhaps  improperly,  to  Mela- 
leuca. At  leaft  it  may  fafely  be  determined  to  belong  to  the 
fame  genus  with  the  Melaleuca  virgata  JLinn.  Supp.  though  a 
diftinft  fpecies.  The  fpecific  diflerence  between  them  is,  that 
the  leaves  of  our  plant  have  three  ribs,  whereas  M.  virgata  has 
leaves  perfe<5lly  deftitute  of  ribs  or  veins.  Hence  we  judge  the 
figure  and  defeription  of  Rumphius,  Herb.  Ambcin.  V.  2. 
t.  18.  to  belong  rather  to  our  Tea  Tree,  than  to  M.  virgata;  and 
if  this  conjedure  be  right,  the  plants  are  ftill  further  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  inflorefcence,  which  in  M.  virgata  is  an  umbel, 
whereas  in  the  figure  above  mentioned  the  flowers  are  folitary. 
a.  Reprefents  a leaf  (lightly  magnified. 
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SWEET  TEA  PLANT. 

Smilax?  glyciphylla. 

This  is  a tree  or  flirub  whofe  leaves  only  we  have  feen,  but 
from  them  we  judge  it  to  belong  to  the  genus  of  Smilax.  For 
want  of  the  ftcm  we  cannot  fettle  its  fpecific  charafter.  Thefe 
leaves  are  about  two  inches  long,  ovato-lanceolate,  pointed,  entire, 
marked  with  three  longitudinal  ribs,  and  many  tranfvcrfe  elevated 
veins,  fmooth  and  fhining  above,  glaucous  beneath,  with  a 
thick  cartilaginous  edge  of  the  fubftance  of  the  ribs.  The  leaves 
have  the  tafte  of  liquorice  root  accompanied  with  bitter.  They 
are  faid  to  make  a kind  of  tea,  not  unpleafant  to  the  tafte,  and 
good  for  the  fcurvy.  The  plant  promifes  much  in  the  laft  re- 
fpedl,  from  its  bitter  as  a tonic,  as  well  as  the  quantity  of 
faccharine  matter  it  contains. 

Leaves  of  this  plant  arc  rcprcfented  on  the  fame  plate 
with  the  Tea  Tree.  A.  is  the  front,  B,  the  back  of  a 
leaf. 
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THE  RED  GUM  TREE. 

Eucalyptus  resinifera. 

Floribus  pedumulatis^  calyptrd  conicd  acuta. 

(See  Plate  annexed.) 

This  is  a very  large  and  lofty  tree,  much  exceeding  the 
Englilh  Oak  in  fize.  The  wood  is  extremely  brittle,  and, 
from  the  large  quantity  of  reflnous  gum  which  It  contains, 
is  of  little  ufe  but  for  firewood.  Of  the  leaves  Mr.  White 
has  given  no  account,  nor  fent  any  fpecimens.  The  flowers 
grow  in  little  clufters,  or  rather  umbels,  about  ten  in  each, 
and  every  flower  has  a proper  partial  footftalk,  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  length,  befldes  the  general  one.  The 
general  footftalk  is  remarkably  comprclTcd  {crnccpt),  and 
the  partial  ones  are  fo  in  fome  degree.  We  have  perceived 
nothing  like  braEietBf  or  floral  leaves.  The  flowers  appear 
to  be  yelJowifh,  and  are  of  a very  Angular  ftruifture.  The 
calyx  is  hemifpherical,  perfe<ftly  entire  in  the  margin,  and 
afterwards  becomes  the  capfule.  On  the  top  of  the  calyx, 
rather  within  the  margin,  ftands  a conical  pointed  calyptra, 
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of  the  fame  colour  with  the  calyx,  and  about  as  long  as 
that  and  the  footftallc  taken  together.  This  calyptra, 
which  is  the  efiential  mark  of  the  genus,  and  differs  from 
that  of  the  Eucalyptus  olliqua  of  L' Heriticr  only  in  being 
' conical  and  acute,  inftcad  of  hcmifpherical,  is  perfedly 
entire,  and  never  fplits  or  divides,  though  it  is  analogous  to 
the  corolla  of  other  plants.  When  it  is  removed,  we  perceive 
a great  number  of  red  ftamin.a,  ftanding  in  a conical  mafs, 
which  before  the  calyptra  was  taiken  off,  were  completely 
covered  by  it,  and  filled  its  infide.  The  Anthera  arc  fmall 
and  red.  In  the  center  of  thefc  ftamina  is  a fingle  ftyle  or 
pointal,  rifing  a little  above  them,  and  terminated  by  a 
blunt  Aigma.  The  ffamina  arc  very  refinous  and  aromatic. 
They  are  inferted  into  the  margin  of  the  calyx,,  fo  that  the 
genus  is  properly  placed  by  Mr.  L' Heritier  in  the  clafs 
Jeofandria.  Thcfe  Aamina  and  Ayle  being  removed,  and 
the  germen  cut  acrofs  about  the  middle  of  the  calyx,  it 
appears  to  be  divided  into  three  cells,  and  no  more,  as  far 
as  we  have  examined,  each  containing  the  rudiments  of  one 
or  more  feeds,  for  the  number  cannot  with  certainty  be 
determined.  Whether  the  calyptra  in  this  fpecies  falls  off, 

as  in  that  deferibed  by  Mr.  £S Heritier,  or  be  permanent, 
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we  cannot  tell.  From  one  fpecimen  fcnt  by  Mr.  White, 
the  latter  fboiild  feem  to  be  the  cafe  ; and  that  the  calyx 
fwells  and  rifes  around  it  nearly  to  the  top,  making  a pear- 
lhaped  fruit,  with  the  point  of  the  calyptra  fticking  out 
at  its  apexj  but  as  this  appears  only  in  a fingle  flower,  and 
none  of  the  others  arc  at  all  advanced  towards  ripening  feed, 
the  flower  in  queftion  may  pofllbly  be  in  a morbid  ftate, 
owing  to  the  attacks  of  fome  infeft.  (See  Fig.  g.J  Future 
obfervations  will  determine  this  point.  We  have  been  the 
more  diffufe  in  our  defeription  on  account  of  the  Angularity 
of  the  genus,  and  the  value  of  the  plant. 

On  making  incifions  in  the  trunk  of  this  tree,  large 
quantities  of  red  refinous  juice  are  obtained,  fometimes  even 
more  than  fixty  gallons  from  a fingle  tree.  When  this  juice 
is  dried,  it  becomes  a very  powerfully  aftringent  gum-refin, 
of  a red  colour,  much  refembling  that  known  in  the  {hops 
by  the  name  of  Kino,  and,  for  all  medical  purpofes,  fully  as 
efficacious.  Mr.  White  adminiftered  it  to  a great  number  of 
patients  in  the  dyfentery,  which  prevailed  much  foon  after  the 
landing  of  the  convids,  and  in  no  one  inftance  found  it  to 
fail.  This  gum-refin  dilTolves  almoll  entirely  in  fpirit  of 
wine,  to  which  it  gives  a blood  red  tindure.  Water 
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diflblves  about  one  fixth  part  only,  and  the  watery  folution  is 
of  a bright  red.  Both  thefe  folutions  are  powerfully 
allringent. 

The  Plate  reprefcnts  a portion  of  the  bark  of  the  Euca- 
lyptus rejlfiferat  with  the  fruflification  annexed. 

a.  Is  a bunch  of  the  flowers  the  flze  of  nature. 

b.  The  flower,  its  calyptra,  or  hood,  being  removed. 

c.  Calyx. 

d.  Stamina. 

e.  Piftillum. 

f.  Calyptra  feparatc. 

g.  The  enlarged  flower,  which  we  fufpeft  to  be  in  a 
difeafed  ftate. 
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THE  YELLOW  RESIN  TREE. 

This  is  about  the  flze  of  an  Englifh  walnut  tree.  Its 
trunk  grows  pretty  ftraight  for  about  fourteen  or  fixteea 
feet,  after  which  it  branches  out  into  long  fpiral  leaves, 
which  hang  down  on  all  fides,  and  referable  thofe  of  the 
larger  kinds  of  grafs  or  fedge.  From  the  center  of 
the  head  of  leaves  arifes  a fingle  footftalk,  eighteen  or 
twenty  feet  in  height,  perfedlly  ftraight  and  ereft,  very 
much  refembling  the  fugar  cane,  and  terminating  in  a fpike 
of  a fpiral  form,  not  unlike  an  ear  of  wheat.  This  large  ftem 
or  footftalk  is  ufed  by  the  natives  for  making  fpcars  and  ftfli 
gigs,  being  pointed  with  the  teeth  of  fifti  or  other  animals, 
fome  of  which  are  reprefented,  in  the  plate  of  Implements, 
from  originals  now  in  Mr.  Wilfon’s  pofleffion. 

But  the  moft  valuable  produce  of  this  plant  feems  to  be 
its  refin,  the  properties  of  which  vie  with  thofe  of  the  moft 
fragrant  balfams.  This  refin  exudes  fpontaneoufly  from  the 
trunk  ; the  more  readily,  if  incifions  are  made  in  its  bark; 
It  is  of  a yellow  colour;  fluid  at  firft,  but  being  infpiflated 
in  the  fun,  it  acquires  a folid  form.  Burnt  on  hot  coals,  it 

H h 2 emits 


Digitized  by  Google 


23^ 


APPENDIX. 


emits  a fmcll  very  much  refcmbling  that  of  a mixture  of 
balfam  of  Tolu-  and  benzoin,  fomewhat  approaching  to 
ftorax.  It  is  perfectly  foluble  in  fpirit  of  wine,  but  not  in 
water,  nor  even  in  eflential  oil  of  turpentine,  unlefs  it  be 
digefted  in  a ftrong  heat.  The  varnifh  which  it  makes  with 
cither  is  very  weak,  and  of  little  ufe.  With  refpedt  to  its 
medicinal  qualities,  Mr.  White  has  found  it,  in  many  cafes, 
a good  pedoral  medicine,  and  very  balfamic.  It  is  not 
obtainable  in  fo  great  abundance  as  the  red  gum  produced  by 
the  Eucalyptus  refinifera. 

The  plant  which  produces  the  yellow  gum  feems  to  be 
perfcdlly  unknown  to  botanifts,  but  Mr.  White  has  commu- 
nicated no  fpecimens  by  which  its  genus  or  even  clafs  could 
be  determined. 
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THE  CRESTED  COCKATOO. 

PsiTTACUs  Cristatus.  Lin. 

I cannot  regard  this  bird  in  any  other  view  than  as  a 
variety  of  the  Pfittacus  CriAatus  of  LinnsEus,  or  large  white 
Cockatoo,  which  has  been  deferibed  by  almoA  all  ornitho- 
logiAs,  and  figured  in  feveral  works  of  Natural  HiAory. 
The  bird  feems  liable  to  great  variation  both  as  to  fize  and 
colour ; the  white  in  fome  being  of  a much  purer  appear- 
ance than  in  others,  and  the  yellow  on  the  creA  and  tail 
more  predominant.  All  the  varieties  yet  known  agree  in 
having  the  beak  and  legs  blackifii.  The  individual  fpcci- 
men  here  figured  feemed  of  a fomewhat  Acntlerer  form  than 
ufcal.  The  colour  not  a pure  white,  but  Alghtly  tinged 
on  the  upper  parts,  and  particularly  on  the  neck  and 
Aiouldcrs,  with  dufley.  The  feathers  on  the  front  white, 
but  the  long  lanceolate  feathers  below  them,  which  form  the 
crcA,  of  a pale  jonquil-yellow.  The  tail  white  above,  and 
pale  yellow  beneath;  as  aie  alfo  the  wings. 
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THE  WHITE  FULICA.  • 

Fulica  alba. 

Fiilica  alba,  rojlro  fronteque  rubris,  bumerh  Jplnofis,  pedibus  Jtavis  ? 

Corpus  magnltudine  fere  gallina  domejlica.  Humeri  fpina  parva  incurvata, 
Jn  fpecimine  exfccato  pedes  favi  j fed fortajfe  in  viva  ave  roflro  concolores. 

White  Fulica,  with  the  bill  and  front  red,  Ihoulders  fpined,  legs  and  feet 
yellow  f 

The  body  is  about  the  fizc  of  a domcftic  fowl.  The  Ihoulders 
are  furniflied  with  a fmall  crooked  fpine.  In  the  dried  fpecimen  tire 
legs  and  feet  are  yellow;  but,  perhaps,  in  the  living  bird  might  have 
been  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  beak. 

This  bird  is  the  only  fpecies  of  its  gemis  yet  known  of  a 
white  colour.  The  birds  of  this  genus  rank  in  the  order 
called  by  Linnaeus  Gralla:,  and  moft  of  the  fpecies  frequent 
watery  places.  To  this  genus  belongs  the  well-known  bird 
called  the  Moor-hen,  or  Fulica  chloropus ; as  alfo  a very 
beautiful  exotic  fpecies  called  the  Purple  Water-hen,  which 
is  the  Fulica  porphyrio  of  Linnsus,  and  which  in  lhape 
much  refembles  the  White  Fulica  now  deferibed. 
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THE  SOUTHERN  MOTACILLA. 

Motacilla  Australis. 

M.  cinera,  fubtus  jiava. 

N.  B.  Gula  fere  albida. 

Afli-coloured  Motacilla,  yellow  beneath. 

N.  D.  The  throat  inclines  a little  to  whitifh. 

It  is  not  perhaps  abfolutcly  clear  whether  this  bird  fliould 
be  referred  to  the  genus  Motacilla,  or  Mufcicapa : the  pro- 
bability, however,  is  in  favour  of  Motacilla. 

The  bird  is  about  the  fize  of  the  Motacilla  flava  of  Lin- 
naeus, or  yellow  wagtail,  but  feems  of  a ftouter  make. 
The  beak  is  of  a pale  colour,  and  the  legs  brown.  The 
two  middle  tail-feathers  have  the  very  extremities  flightly 
marked  with  white. 

The  genus  Motacilla  is  extremely  numerous,  and  it  is  not 
eafy  to  fix  upon  a proper  or  exprefllve  trivial  name.  Such 
names  ftiould,  if  poflible,  convey  fome  idea  either  of  the 
colour,  or  fome  other  circumftance  relative  to  the  manners 
or  habits  of  the  animal ; but  in  new  fpecies,  whofe  hiftory 
is  unknown,  this  is  imprafticable.  The  trivial  name,  there- 
fore, of  Auftralis  may  be  allowable,  though  it  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  fufficiently  diftindlive. 
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WATTLED  BEE-EATER,  or  MEROPS,  Female. 

The  female  Bea-eater  is  ftouter  in  the  body  and  in  the 
legs,  more  brilliant  in  the  plumage,  the  bill  more  curved ; 
and  the  tail  cuneated  and  tipped  with  white  ; but  fliorter 
than  in  the  male.  The  feathers  on  the  head  are  fmall,  each 
tipped  with  white,  and  fomewhat  creded  : it  has  no  wattles, 
but  on  the  chin  the  feathers  are  dark,  long,  and  hang  dif- 
fufely. 

The  general  colour  of  the  bird  is  a blackilh  chocolate, 
lighter  on  the  breaft,  and  towards  the  vent ; darker  on  the 
abdomen  and  towards  the  tip  of  the  tail.  The  feathers  on 
the  neck  and  breaft  have  each  a ftreak  of  white  through  the 
middle.  On  the  wing  the  outer  long  feathers  are  llightly 
edged  with  whitilb,  thofe  of  the  middle  region  round- ended 
and  tipped  only;  and  on  the  upper  part  of  the  wing  each 
feather  bears  a ftreakd  own  the  middle,  fuddenly  dilating  at 
the  tip. 

The  legs  yellower  than  thofe  of  the  male ; claws  blackifli. 
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THE  CRESTED  GOAT-SUCKER. 

Caprimulgus  cristatus. 

C.  cintno-fufcus,  fubtus  palltJus,  remigibus  caudaque  fafitis  palliJis  numerojls, 
vibriffis  utrlnque  erebio-crijiatis. 

Corpus  fupra  punbiis  minutijimis  fubalbidis  irroratum. 

Cinereous-brown  Goat-fucker,  pale  beneath ; with  the  long  feathers  of  the 
wings  and  tail  fprinklcd  with  numerous  pale  fafeiae,  and  the  vibriffas 
(or  briftles  on  the  upper  mandible)  /landing  up  on  each  fide,  in  the 
manner  of  a crell. 

The  body  on  the  upper  part  is  fprinklcd  with  very  fmall  whitifti  fpccks. 

The  birds  of  this  genus  are  remarkable  for  the  exceflive 
widenefs  of  the  mouth,  though  the  beak  is  very  fmall; 
in  their  manner  of  life,  as  well  as  general  ftruflure,  they 
are  very  nearly  allied  to  the  genus  Hirundo,  or  fwallow; 
and  indeed  may  be  regarded  as  a kind  of  notflurnal  fwallows. 

They  feed  on  infedts,  particularly  on  beetles.  The  name 
Caprimulgus,  or  Goat-fucker,  was  given  to  this  genus  from 
an  idea  that  prevailed  amongft  the  more  ancient  naturalifts 
of  their  fometimes  fucking  the  teats  of  goats  and  fheep;  a 
circumftancc  in  itfelf  fo  wildly  improbable,  that  it  would 
fcarce  deferve  to  be  ferioufly  mentioned,  were  it  not  that  fo 
accurate  a naturalift  as  the  late  celebrated  Scopoli  feems  in 
fome  degree  to  have  given  credit  to  it. 
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THE  SCINCOID,  or  SKINC-FORMED  LIZARD. 

LaCERTA  SCINCOIDES. 

1 his  Lizard  comes  nearer  to  the  Scinciis  than  any  I am 
acquainted  with,  but  is  ftill  a diftinft  fpecies. 

In  the  two  fpccimcns  fent  over  by  Mr.  White,  one  had 
a procefs  on  the  upper  part  of  the  tail,  near  the  top,  almoft 
like  a fupernumerary  or  forked  tail,  but  which  I rather  con- 
ceive to  be  natural ; and  as  this  one  was  a male,  I am  inclined 
to  think  that  this  is  peculiar  to  that  fex,  which  would  in 
fome  degree  have  been  more  clearly  made  out,  if  the  other, 
which  had  not  this  procefs,  had  proved  a female  •,  but  as 
its  being  gutted  and  fluffed  before  I faw  it,  prevented  my 
examination,  this  remains  flill  to  be  proved:  but  what 
makes  the  conjedurc  very  probable,  is,  that  it  is  mentioned 
by  Mr.  White  that  fome  are  without,  and  fome  with  this 
procefs.  Now  if  it  was  a monfter,  arifing  either  from  acci- 
dent, or  originally  fo  formed,  it  would  hardly  be  fo  com- 
mon as  to  be  taken  notice  of.  The  tail  is  longer  than  that 
of  the  Scincufes,  and  not  fo  taper  ; the  animal  is  of  a dark 
iron-grey  colour,  which  is  of  different  lliades  in  different 

parts,  forming  a kind  of  flripes  acrofs  the  back  and  tail. 
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The  fcales  of  the  cuticle  are  ftrong,  but  not  fo  much  fo  as 
thofe  of  the  Scincus.  Its  legs  are  fhort  and  ftrong,  covered 
with  the  fame  kind  of  fcalcs  as  the  body,  but  the  fcales  of 
the  feet  are  not.  On  the  cuticle  arc  fmall  knobs,  as  if  it 
were  fludded. 

The  toes  on  each  foot  arc  pretty  regular;  the  difference 
in  length  not  great,  and  the  fame  on  both  the  fore  and  hind 
foot ; which  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  Sineus,  it  having  a long 
middle  toe. 

There  are  fmall  fhort  nails  on  each  toe;  on  their  upper 
- furface  they  are  covered  with  a feries  of  fcalcs,  which  go  half 
round,  like  a coat  of  mail. 

Juft  within  the  verge  of  the  external  opening  of  the  ear, 
on  the  anterior  edge,  is  a membrane,  covering  about  one 
third  of  it,  which  is  fcolloped  on  its  loofc  or  unattached 
edge  ; this  can  hardly  be  called  an  external  car,  nor  can  it 
be  called  the  referve,  viz.  a valve;  but  if  it  is  an'affiftant 
to  hearing,  which  it  moft  probably  is,  it  fhould  be  confi- 
dcred  as  the  external  ear. 

The  teeth  are  in  a row  on  each  fide  of  each  jaw,  becom- 
ing gradually  larger  backwards.  They  are  Ihort  above  the 
gum,  and  rounded  off,  fitted  for  breaking  or  bruifing  of 
fubftances,  more  than  cutting  or  tearing. 
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THE  MURICATED  LIZARD. 

Lacerta  Muricata; 

L.  cauda  tereli  longa,  cerporf  gnfeo,  fjuamis  carin  ~.tU  mucronatls. 

Corpus  fupra  fafciis  tramierjis  fufds ; Jubtus  pahsdum.  Valde  ajinit 
Agam^t  et  Calohr. 

L.  with  long  rounded  tail,  body  grcyifli,  fcalcs  carinatcdi  and  lliarp 
pointed. 

The  animal  on  its  upper  part  is  fafeiated  with  tranfverfe  diilky  bars,  and 
is  pale  beneath.  This  fpccics  is  very  nearly  allied  to  the  L.  Agama 
and  Calotcs. 

This  fpecies  meafurcs  fomewhat  more  than  a foot  in 
length.  The  general  colour  is  a brownifh  grey,  and  the 
whplc  upper  part  of  the  animal  is  marked  with  tranfverfe 
dufky  bars,  which  arc  moft  confpicuous  on  the  legs  and  tail. 
The  tail  is  very  long;  the  fcales  on  every  part  of  the  animal 
are  of  a lharp  form,  and  furnilhed  with  a prominent  line  on 
the  upper  furfacc ; tow'ard  the  back  part  of  the  head  the 
fcales  almoft  run  into  a fort  of  weak  fpincs;  the  feet  are 
furnilhed  with  moderately  ftrong,  (harp  claws. 
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THE  RIBBONED  LIZARD. 

LaCERTA  TjENIOLATA, 

L,  Itrvis,  cauda  tereti  longa,  corpore  fupra  tanklis  albh  nigrijqut,  fubias 
albo. 

Affinlt  L.  Umnifcatet.  Crura  fupra  albo  nigrcque  Jlriata:  digiti  ungmculath 
aurts  con'picua : Jquamct  totius  corporis  Urvijjima,  nit idijjlmit,  cauda  vix 
dijtindle Jlriata,  JubJerruginea. 

This  is  a very  elegant  fpecies.  The  length  of  the  animal  is 
about  fix  inches  and  a half;  and  is  diftinguifhed  by  a number 
of  parallel  ftripes,  or  bands  of  black  and  white,  difpofed 
longitudinally  throughout  the  whole  upper  part  of  the  body, 
except  that  on  the  tail  the  bands  are  not  carried  much  above 
the  bale  ; the  remainder  being  of  a pale  ferruginous  colour. 
In  Ibme  Ipecimcns  a tinge  of  this  colour  is  alfo  vifible  on 
the  back  ; the  lower  part  of  the  body  is  of  a ycllowilh  white  ; 
the  tail  is  perfeftly  round,  of  a great  length,  and  gradually 
tapers  to  the  extremity. 
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THE  BROAD-TAILED  LIZARD. 


Lacerta  Platura. 


L.  cauda  deprejfo-plana  lanctolata,  margine  fubacultato,  carport  grifeo- 
fufco  fcabro. 

Unguts  quaft  dupUcati.  Lingua  brevis,  lata,  inttgra,  feu  non  forficata\ 
apice  autem  leniter  tmarginato. 

L.  with  a tleprefTcJ  lanceolate  tail,  almoft  Ipiny  on  the  maTgin;  the 
body  of  a dulky  grey  colour,  and  rough. 

The  claws  appear  as  if  double;  the  tongue  is  fliort  and  broad,  not 
forked,  but  (lightly  cmarginated  at  the  tip. 


This  Lizard  is  ftrikingly  diftinguiflied  by  the  uncommon 
form  of  its  tail,  which  is  of  a deprefTed  or  flattened  fliape, 
with  very  thin  edges,  and  gradually  tapers  to  a fliarp  extre- 
mity. This  deprefled  form  of  the  tail  is  extremely  rare  in 
Lizards  ; there  being  fcarccly  more  than  two  other  fpecies 
yet  known  in  which  a fimilar  flrudlure  takes  place.  One  of 
thefe  is  the  L.  Caudiverbera  of  Linnatus,  in  which  the  tail 
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appears  to  be  not  only  deprefled,  but  pinnated  on  the  (ides. 
Another  fpecies  with  a deprefled  tail  has  been  figured  by  the 
Count  De  Cepede,  in  his  Hiflory  of  Oviparous  Quadrupeds. 

The  prefent  fpccies  Is  about  four  inches  and  a half  in 
length.  The  head  is  large  in  proportion;  and  the  whole 
upper  furface  of  the  animal  is  befet  with  fraall  tubercles, 
which  in  fome  parts,  efpecially  towards  the  back  of  the  head, 
and  about  the  tail,  are  lengthened  into  a (harpened  point. 
The  lower  furface  is  of  a pale  colour,  or  nearly  white. 
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THE  BLUE  FROG. 

RaNA  CiERULEA. 

R.  carulea,  fubtus  grifeo-punciata,  ptdibus  tetradaSiylis,  fojitrmibut  pal- 
math. 

Magnitudo  Rana  temporari<*. 

Blue  Frog,  fpecklcd  beneath  with  greyiflii  the  feet  divided  into  four 
toes  i the  hind-fcct  webbed. 

Size  of  the  common  Frog. 
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Plate  A.  annexed,  reprefents  a produdtion  of  which  Mr. 
White  has  font  no  defcriptlon,  nor  can  we  give  any  fatif- 
faflory  account  of  it.  This  is  faid  to  come  from  the  root 
of  the  Yellow  Gum  Tree,  and  is  a congeries  of  fcales, 
cemented,  as  it  were,  together  by  the  gum.  Whether  they 
arc  the  bafes  of  the  leaves  of  that  tree,  or  part  of  a parafiti- 
cal  plant  growing  upon  it,  future  obfervations  muft  deter- 
mine. The  latter  fuppofition  feems  to  be  countenanced  by 
the  appearance  of  fibrous  roots  at  the  bale  of  this  fingular 
produdion. 
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THE  WHITE  HAWK. 

Falco  Albus. 

'Falco-albtts,  rojlro  nigro,  cera  pedibu/quefavis.. 

White  Hawk,  with  black  beak,  cere  and  legs  yellow. 

This  fpecies,  in  fhape  and  general  appearance,  feemi 
Tcry  nearly  allied  to  the  bird  called,  in  England,  the  Hen- 
Harrier,  which  is  the  Falco  cyaneus  of  Linnsus.  It  is  very 
nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  and  the  legs  and  thighs  are  of  a 
/lender  form,  as  in  that  fpecies. 

The  whole  plumage  is  white,  without  any  variegation. 
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THE  WHITE-VENTED  CROW. 

CoRVUS  Graculinus. 

Corvus  ntger,  rtmigum  reElricumque  baft  aptceque  cauda  albit. 

Black  Crow,  with  the  bafes  of  the  wing  and  tail  feathers,  and  the  tip  of 
the  tail,  white. 

This  bird  is  about  the  fize  of  a Magpye  ; and  in  (hape  is 
not  much  unlike  one,  except  that  the  tail  is  not  cuneated, 
but  has  all  the  feathers  of  equal  length.  The  bird  is  entirely 
black,  except  the  vent,  the  bafe  of  the  tail  feathers,  the 
bafe  of  the  wing  feathers,  and  the  extremity  of  the  tail, 
which  are  white.  The  fmall  part  of  the  white  bafe  of  the 
wing  feathers  gives  the  appearance  of  a white  fpot  when  the 
wings  are  clofed.  The  beak  is  very  ftrong;  the  upper 
mandible  (lightly  emarginated  near  the  tip,  and  the  lower 
mandible  is  of  a pale  colour  towards  the  tip.  The  capif- 
trum  reverfum^  or  fet  of  briftlcs,  which  arc  fituated  forward 
on  the  bafe  of  the  upper  mandible  in  moft  of  the  birds  of  this 
genus,  is  not  very  confpicuous  in  this  fpecies ; but  the 
whole  habit  and  general  appearance  of  the  bird  fufficiently 
juftify  its  being  regarded  as  a fpecies  of  Corvus. 
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FULIGINOUS  PETERIL. 

Procellaria  Fuliginosa. 

Procellaria  fuUginofa,  rojlro  albido. 

Fuliginous  Pctcril,  with  whitilli  beak. 

This  is  probably  nothing  more  than  a variety  of  the  Pro* 
cellaria  iEquinodtialis  of  Linnaeus.  Its  fizc  is  nearly  that 
of  a raven.  The  whole  bird  is  of  a deep  footy  brown,  or 
blackilh;  except  that  on  the  chin  is  a fmall  patch  of  white, 
running  down  a little  on  e.ach  fide  from  the  lower  man- 
dible. The  beak  is  of  a yellowifli  white. 
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VARIEGATED  LIZARD. 

Lacerta  Varia. 

Lacerta  cauia  longa  carinata,  corport  maculis  tranfverfis  variis. 

Lizard  with  long  carinatcd  tail,  the  body  tranfvcifely  variegated. 

This  Lizard  approaches  fb  extremely  near  to  the  Lacerta 
Monitor  of  Linnxus,  or  Monitory  Lizard,  as  to  make  it 
doubtful  whether  it  be  not  in  reality  a variety  of  that 
fpecies.  The  body  is  about  15  inches  in  length,  and  the 
tail  is  confiderably  longer.  The  animal  is  of  a black 
colour,  variegated  with  yellow  marks  and  ftreaks  of  differ- 
ent fhapes,  and  running  in  a tranfvcrfe  diredlion.  On  the 
legs  are  rows  of  tranfvcrfe  round  fpots  j and  on  the  tail 
broad  alternate  bars  of  black  and  yellow.  In  fome  fpeci- 
mens  the  yellow  was  much  paler  than  in  others,  and  nearly 
whitilh. 
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THE  LONG-SPINED  CHjETODON. 


Ch^todon  Armatus. 


Cbatodon  albefcens,  corpore  fafctu  feptem  nigris,  fpinh  pinna  dorfaFufa, 
tertia  longUpma. 

"Whitifli  Chxtodon,  with  feven  hlacic  {hripes  on  the  bodjr,  fix  fpines 
on  the  dorfal  fin,  the  third  very  long. 


This  appears  to  be  a new  and  very  elegant  fpccies  of  the 
genus  Chastodon.  The  total  length  of  the  fpecimen  was 
not  more  than  four  inches.  The  colour  a lllvery  white, 
darker,  and  of  a bluilh  tinge,  on  the  back ; the  tranfverfe 
fafeix,  or  bands,  of  a deep  black  ; the  fins  and  tail  of  a pale 
brown.  The  third  ray  or  fpine  of  the  firft  dorfal  fin  is 
much  longer  than  the  reft. 
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MURI  GATED  LIZARD. 
Lacerta  Muricata.  Vat. 


This  variety  chiefly  differs  from  that  reprefented  in  a 
preceding  Plate,  p.  244,  in  having  the  head  lefs  diftindlly 
acculeated,  and  the  fcales  on  the  body  not  fo  ftrongly 
carinated. 

Figure  i.  in  the  above  mentioned  Plate  is  a fmall  Snake, 
about  a foot  in  length,  of  a white  colour,  tinged  with  ferru- 
ginous j the  body  marked  by  diftant  black  bands,  and  cacb 
fcale  on  the  back  marked  with  a fmall  black  fpeck. 


SUPERB 


' Digitized  by  Coogle 


256 


appendix. 


SUPERB  WARBLERS. 

Motacilla  Superba. 

Motacilla  nigra,  remigibus  fufcis,  abdomine  albo,fronte  genifque  caruUit. 

Black  Warbler,  with  the  long  feathers  of  thawings  brown;  the  ballj 
white ; the  forehead  and  checks  blue. 

This  beautiful  fpccies  is  generally  found  in  the  ftate  de- 
feribed  in  the  fpecific  charafler ; but  it  appears  to  be  fubjed 
to  great  variety,  two  of  which  are  exhibited  j the  lower  and 
largeft  fpecimen  having  not  only  more  blue  on  the  head  than 
ufual,  but  alfo  a patch  of  brilliant  blue  on  each  fide  the  back, 
and  a mark  of  reddiih  brown  or  orange  near  the  (boulders. 

The  upper  fpecimen  is  confiderably  lefs  than  that  beneath, 
and  has  ftill  more  blue  upon  the  head  ; the  beak  and  legs 
fmaller  in  proportion,  darker  in  colour,  and  the  latter  al- 
moft  black.  The  head  is  crowned  with  a fraall  creft  of 
bright  azure ; the  cheek,  and  upper  part  of  the  back  and 
wings,  are  of  the  fame  colour ; the  lower  parts  of  each  brown. 
The  outer  feathers  of  the  wing  whitifli,  near  the  (boulder 
marked  w'ith  brown.  .The  head,  neck,  and  breaft  deep 
black ; abdomen  white,  faintly  tinged  with  du(ky.  Tail 
black,  highly  cuneated.  In  this  bird  the  blue  is  moft  lucid, 
compofed  of  (bort,  ftifF  feathers,  refcmbling  (i(h-fcales,  with 
(bining  furfaces ; but  it  has  not  the  beautiful  fcapulary 
of  prilmatic  violet-colour,  found  in  the  other.  Legs,  feet, 
and  claws  black,  and  extremely  (lender. 
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MOTACILLA,  or  WARBLER. 

MoTACILLA  PusiLLA. 

M.  fufca,  fuhtus  pallUa,  c'auda  prope  apicem  fofcia fyfca. 

Brown  Warbler,  pale  beneath,  with  a band  of  brown  towards  the  tip  of' 
the  tail. 

This  little  bird  is  about  the  fame  fize  with  the  Superb 
Warbler,  and  has  evidently  fomc  affinity  with  that  fpccies, 
but  (exclufive  of  the  difference  in  colour)  the  tail  is  not  in 
the  leaft  cuneated,  but  even  at  the  end. 


L 1 SERPENTS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A r P li  N D ! X. 


3 


SERPENTS. 

The  fpecies  of  Serpents  are  much  Icfs  eahly  afeertained 
than  thofe  of  moft  other  animals;  not  only  on  account  of 
the  great  number  of  fpecies,  but  from  the  innumerable  vari- 
ations to  which  many  of  them  are  fubje^  in  point  of  colour. 
Amongft  thofe  lately  received  from  New  Holland,  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  moll  remarkable. 

Snake,  No.  i,  about  three  feet  and  a half  in  length, 
of  a bluilh  alh-colour,  coated  with  fcales  rather  large 
than  fmall,  and  having  nearly  the  fame  general  proportion 
with  the  common  Englilh  fnake,  or  Coluber  Natrix  of 
Linnxus. 

Snake,  No.  2,  nearly  three  feet  in  length,  flender,  and 
of  a tawny  yellowilh  colour,  with  numerous  indiftimS  bars 
of  dark  brown,  and  fomewhat  irregular,  or  flexuous,  m 
their  difpofition. 
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Snake,  No.  5,  upwards  of  eight  feet  in  length,  of  a 
darkifti  colour,  varied  with  fpots  and  marks  of  a dull  yellow: 
the  belly  alfo  is  of  a yellowifli  colour.  The  fcales  are  fmall 
in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  animal ; the  tail  gradually 
tapers  to  a point. 


SNAKES.  See  Plate  containing  Two  Figures. 

No.  I.  Small,  about  fourteen  inches  in  length, 
coated  with  very  fmall  fcales,  and  varied  with  irregular 
markings  of  yellow  on  a dark  brown  or  blackiOi  ground. 
It  is  probably  a young  fnake. 

No.  2;  Small,  about  fifteen  inches  in  length,  and 
fkfeiated  with  alternate  bars  of  black  and  white. 

None  of  the  above  Serpents  appear  to  be  of  a poifonous 
nature : they  belong  to  the  Linnxan  genus  Coluber ; yet 
No*  5.  has  fome  charaAers  of  the  genus  Anguis. 
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INSECTS. 


The  Infeds  received  from  New  Holland  are: 

No.  1.  The  large  Scolopcndra,  or  Centipede  (Scolopen- 
dra  Morfitans  Lin.)  'I'he  fpccimens  feemed  of  a fomewhat 
darker  colour  than  ufual.  See  Plate  of  large  Scolopcndra, 
See.  annexed. 

No.  2.  A fmallcr  Spider,  of  a dark  colour ; with  a fmall 
thorax  and  large  round  abdomen,  and  with  the  joints  of  the 
legs  marked  with  whitifh. 

No.  3.  A fmall  fpecics  of  Crab,  or  Cancer,  of  a pale 
colour,  and  which  fliould  be  ranked  amongft  the  Cancri 
brachyuri  in  the  Linnaan  divifion  of  the  genus. 

No.  4.  A Caterpillar,  befet  with  branchy  prickles,  and 
confcquently  belonging  to  fome  fpccics  of  Papilio  or 
butterfly. 
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LIZARD  EGGS. 


With  the  fpecimens  of  Lacertae,  feveral  Eggs  were 
received.  They  were  of  an  oval  fhape,  and  of  a livid  brown 
colour,  whitilh  within  and  not  much  larger  than  peafe.  On 
opening  them  the  young  Lizards  were  extradled,  perfectly 
formed,  and  in  all  refpeds  refembling  the  Scincoid  Lizard, 
except  that  the  tail  was  longer  in  proportion.  See  Plate  of 
the  Skinc-formed  Lizard,  Fig.  2,  3,  and  4,  which  are  given 
of  the  natural  fize.  Fig.  i.  reprefents  the  Eggs  in  the  pro- 
portion they  bear  to  the  adult  fpeciraen. 
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PSITTACUS  PUSILLUS. 


Pftttactts  fubmacrourui  vlriJis,  cafijtro  rcEhicumtjue  hajt  ruhrit. 

Cauda fubtus  Jlavefcens,  baji  rubra.  Remiges  latere  interiere  fufctt.  Mag- 
nitudo  PJittaci  Porpbyrionis.  Rojlrum  jubflavejcens,  Jeu  Ju/ct-fiavejceta 
Pedes  fu^ufci. 


Green  Paroquet,  with  fomewhat  lengthened  tail  j the  feathers  round  the 
beak,  and  the  bafe  of  the  tail  feathers,  red. 

About  the  fize  of  the  violet-coloured  Otahelte  Paroquet.  The  beak  is 
ycllovvifli,  or  brownith  yellow.  The  feet  dulky.  The  tail  feathers 
yellowilh  beneath,  and  red  at  the  bafe.  The  wing  feathers  dulky  on 
the  interior  margin. 
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red  shouldered  PAROQ.UET. 

PSITTACUS  DiSCOLOI. 

PJittacus  macrourus  viriJis,  riElriclbus  baji ferruginth,  bumeris  fubtus  fan- 
guincts* 

Long  tailed  Green  Parrot,  with  the  tail  feathers  ferruginous  towards  the 
bafe,  the  fliouldcrs  blood-red  beneath. 

This  fpecies,  which  appears  to  be  new,  is  of  that  fort 
generally  termed  Paroquets.  It  is  about  ten  inches  in 
length  : the  general  colour  of  the  bird  a fine  green : the 
outer  edge  of  the  wing,  near  the  {boulders,  blue : the 
edge  of  the  (boulders  deep  red ; the  under  part  the  fame. 
On  the  (ides  of  the  body  a patch  of  red : round  the  beak  a 
few  red  feathers : long  feathers  of  the  wings  of  a deep 
blackifb  blue,  edged  (lightly  with  yellow;  tail  deep  ferru- 
ginous toward  the  bafe,  each  feather  becoming  blue  at  the 
tip  : bill  and  feet  pale  brown. 
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CYPRINACEOUS  LABRUS. 

Labros  Cyprinaceus. 

Labrus  corpore  aJbefcente. 

Labrus  with  whitilh  body. 

The  length  of  this  fifli  was  about  fix  inches : the  colour 
whitifii : fcales  large. 

From  the  bad  condition  of  the  fpecimen  it  was  not  pofll- 
ble  to  make  fo  accurate  an  examination  of  its  charafters  as 
might  have  been  wifhed. 
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DOUBTFUL  LOPHIUS. 

Lophius  Dvbius. 

hophius  nigricans,  fubtus  pallidus. 

BlackiHi  Lophius,  pale  beneath. 

This  £i(h  was  about  fix  inches  in  length;  its  general 
colour  a very  deep  brown,  almoft  black;  the  month  ex- 
tremely wide,  and  furniflied  with  feveral  rows  of  flender 
Iharp  teeth.  On  opening  it  many  ova  were  found,  which 
were  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  fifli. 


SOUTHERN 


Digitized  by  Google 


266 


appendix. 


SOUTHERN  COTTUS. 

CoTTUs  Australis. 


i 

Coitus  albidus,  capiu  aculeato,  corf  ore  fafciis  tranfverjis  lividis. 

Whitifli  Cottus,  with  aculeated  head,  body  marked  with  tranfverfe  livid 
bands. 


This  fifh  did  not  exceed  four  inches  in  length,  and  is 
fufiicieiitly  defcribed  in  its  fpecific  charaAer. 
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DOUBTFUL,  OR  COMPRESSED  SPARUS. 

Sparus?  Compressus. 

Sparus?  Argenteus,  compreffus. 

Sparus  ? Of  a filvery  colour,  the  body  much  comprefleJ. 

The  fpecimen  figured  was  nearly  fix  inches  in  length; 
the  colour  a filvery  white;  fcales  of  a moderate  fize,  and  the 
body  much  comprefled.  It  feemed  to  poffefs  the  charadlers 
of  a Sparus,  though  they  could  fcarce  be  determined  with 
fufficient  certainty,  from  the  bad  condition  of  the  fpecimen. 
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FASCIATED  MULLET. 


Mullus  Fasciatus. 


Mullus  fubjlavejcens , fafciis  longitudinalis  fufcts. 


Pak  yellowifli  Mullet,  with  longitudinal  brown  bands. 


Length  about  five  inches  : fcales  large. 


The 
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The  Non-defcript  Animals  of  New  South  Wales  occupied 
a great  deal  of  Mr.  White’s  attention,  and  he  prcferved 
feveral  fpecimens  of  them  in  fpirlts,  which  arrived  in 
England  in  a very  perfect  ftate.  There  was  no  perfon  to 
whom  thefe  could  be  given  with  fo  much  propriety  as 
Mr.  Hunter,  he,  perhaps,  being  moft  .capable  of  exa- 
mining accurately  their  ftrudure,  and  making  out  their 
place  in  the  fcale  of  animals ; and  it  is  to  him  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  following  obfervatlons  upon  them ; 
in  which  the  anatomical  ftrudiure  is  purpofely  avoided,  as 
being  little  calculated  for  the  generality  of  readers  of  a work 
of  this  kind. 

It  is  much  to  be  wiflied  that  thofe  gentlemen  who 
are  defirous  of  obliging  their  friends,  and  promoting 
the  ftudy  of  Natural  Hiftory,  by  fending  home  fpeci- 
mens, would  endeavour  to  procure  all  the  information 
they  can  relating  to  fuch  fpecimens  as  they  may  collcft, 
more  efpecially  animals.  The  fubjedis  thcmfelvcs  may  be 
valuable,  and  may  partly  explain  their  connedtion  with 
thofe  related  to  them,  fo  as,  in  fome  meafure,  to  eftablilh 
their  place  in  nature,  but  they  cannot  do  it  entirely ; they 
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only  give  us  the  form  and  conftrudlion,  but  leave  us  in 
other  refpeds  to  conjcclure,  many  of  them  requiring 
further  obfervations  relative  to  their  oeconomy.  A neglcft 
in  procuring  this  information  has  left  us,  almoft  to  this 
day,  very  ignorant  of  that  part  of  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
animals  which  is  the  moft  interefting.  The  Opoflum  is 
a remarkable  inftance  of  this.  There  is  fomething  in  the 
mode  of  propagation  in  this  animal  that  deviates  from  all 
others ; and  although  known  in  Xome  degree  to  be  extraor- 
dinary, yet  it  has ‘never  been  attempted,  where  opportunity 
offered,  to  complete  the  inveftigation.  1 have  often  endea-  , 

voured  to  breed  them  in  England ; I have  bought  a great  ' 

many,  and  my  friends  have  affifted  me  by  bringing  them  or 
fending  them  alive,  yet  never  could  get  them  to  breed; 
and  although  pofleffed  of  a great  many  fa(fls  refpeding 
them,  I do  not  believe  my  information  is  fufficient  to 
complete  the  fyflcm  of  propagation  in  this  clafs.  In 
colleding  animals,  even  the  name  given  by  the  natives, 
if  pofllble,  fhould  be  known  ; for  a name,  to  a Naturaliib, 

■fhould  mean  nothing  but  that  to  which  it  is  annexed,  having 
no  allufion  to  any  thing  elfe  ; for  when  it  has,  it  divides  the 
idea.  This  obfervation  applies  particularly  to  the  animals 
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which  have  come  from  New  Holland;  they  are,  upon  the 
whole,  like  no  other  that  we  yet  know  of;  but  as  they  have 
parts  in  fome  refped  llmilar  to  others,  names  will  naturally 
be  given  to  them  exprcfllve  of  thofe  fimilarities;  which  has 
already  taken  place;  for  inftance,  one  is  called  the  Kangaroo 
Rat,  but  which  fliould  not  be  called  either  Kangaroo  or 
Rat;  I have  therefore  adopted  fuch  names  as  can  only  be 
appropriated  to  each  particular  animal,  conveying  no 
other  idea, 

Animals  admit  of  being  divided  into  great  clafles ; but 
will  not  fo  diftindtly  admit  of  fubdivifion,  without  inter- 
fering with  each  other.  Thus  the  clafs  called  Quadruped 
is  fo  well  marked,  that  even  the  whole  is  juflly  placed 
in  the  fame  clafs.  Birds  the  fame ; Amphibia  (as  they 
are  called)  the  fame;  and  fo  of  fifh,  &c.  ; but  when  we  are 
fubdividing  thefe  great  clafles  into  their  different  tribes, 
genera,  and  fpecies,  then  we  find  a mixture  of  properties ; 
Ibme  fpecies  of  one  tribe  partaking  of  fimilar  properties  with 
a fpecies  of  another  tribe. 
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Of  the  KANGAROO. 

This  animal  (probably  from  its  fize)  was  the  principal  one 
taken  notice  of  in  this  illand ; the  only  parts  at  firft 
brought  home  were  fome  Ikins  and  fculls ; and  I was  favour- 
ed with  one  of  the  fculls  from  Sir  Jofeph  Banks.  As  the 
teeth  of  fuch  animals  as  are  already  known,  in  fome  degree 
point  out  their  digeflive  organs,  I was  in  hopes  that 
I might  have  been  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
particular  tribe  of  the  animals  already  known,  to  which 
the  Kangaroo  fhould  belong ; but  the  teeth  did  not  accord 
with  thofe  of  any  one  clafs  of  animals  I was  acquainted 
with,  therefore  I was  obliged  to  wait  with  patience  till  I 
could  get  the  whole : and  in  many  of  its  other  organs 
the  deviation  from  other  animals  is  not  Icfs  than  in  its  teeth- 
In  its  mode  of  propagation  it  very  probably  comes  nearer  to 
the  Opoffum  than  any  other  animal ; although  it  is  not  at 
all  fimilar  to  it  in  other  refpeds.  Its  hair  is  of  a greyilh 
brown  colour,  fimilar  to  that  of  the  wild  rabbit  of  Great 
Britain,  is  thick  and  long  when  the  animal  is  old  ; but  it  is 
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late  in  growing,  and  when  only  begun  to  grow,  it  is  like 
a ftrong  down ; however,  in  fome  parts  it  begins  earlier  than 
others,  as  about  the  mouth,  &c.  In  all  of  the  young 
Kangaroos  yet  brought  home  (although  fome  as  large  as  a 
full  grown  cat),  they  have  all  the  marks  of  a foetus  ; no  hair; 
ears  lapped  clofe  over  the  head  ; no  marks  on  the  feet  of 
having  been  ufed  in  progrelTive  motion.  The  large  nail  on  the 
great  toe  lharp  at  the  point;  and  the  Tides  of  the  mouth 
united  fomething  like  the  eye-lids  of  a puppy  juft  whelped, 
having  only  a paflage  at  the  anterior  part.  This  union  of 
the  two  lips  on  the  fides  is  of  a particular  ftruclure,  it 
wears  off  as  it  grows  up,  and  by  the  time  it  is  of  the  fize  of 
a fmall  rabbit,  difappears. 

Of  the  Teeth  of  the  Kangaroo. 

The  teeth  of  this  animal  are  fo  fingular,  that  it  is 
impofllble,  from  them,  to  fay  what  tribe  it  is  of.  There  is 
a faint  mixture  in  them,  correfponding  to  thofe  of  different 
tribes  of  animals. 

Take  the  mouth  at  large,  refpeding  the  fituation  of 
the  teeth,  it  would  clafs  in  fome  degree  with  the  Scalpris 

N n dentata ; 
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denta!a*\  in  a fainter  degree  with  the  Horfe,  and  Ruminants  j 
and  with  regard  to  the  line  of  direction  of  all  the  teeth, 
they  are  very  like  thofe  of  the  Scalpris  dentata.  The  fore 
teeth  in  the  upper  jaw  agree  with  the  Hog ; and  thofe 
in  the  lower,  in  number,  with  the  Scalpris  dentata  ; but 
with  regard  to  polition,  and  probably  ufc,  with  the  Hog, 
The  grinders  would  feem  to  be  a mixture  of  Hog  and 
Ruminants  ; the  enamel  on  their  external  and  grind- 
ing furfaccs,  rather  formed  into  feveral  cutting  edges, 
than  points.  There  are  fix  incifors  in  the  upper  jaw, 
and  only  two  in  the  lower ; but  thefe  two  are  fo  placed 
as  to  oppofe  thofe  of  the  upper  five  grinders  in  each  fide 
of  each  jaw,  the  moft  anterior  of  which  is  fmall.  The  pro- 
portions of  fome  of  the  parts  of  this  animal  bear  no  analogy 
to  what  is  common  in  moft  others.  The  difproportions  in 
the  length  between  the  fore  legs  and  the  hind  are  very 
confiderable ; alfo  in  their  ftrength  ; yet  perhaps  not  more 
than  in  the  Jerboa.  This  difproportion  between  the  fore  legs 
and  the  hind  is  principally  in  the  more  adult;  for  in  the  very 
young,  about  the  fize  of  a half  grown  rat,  they  are  pretty 

• This  tribe  includes  the  Rat,  See. 
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well  proportioned  ; which  fliews  that  at  the  early  period 
of  life  they  do  not  ufe  progreflive  motion.  The  proportions 
of  the  different  parts  of  whieh  the  hind  legs  are  compofed, 
are  very  different.  The  thigh  of  the  Kangaroo  is  extremely 
fhort,  and  the  leg  is  very  long.  The  hind  foot  is  uncommon- 
ly long ; on  which,  to  appearance,  are  placed  three  toes, 
the  middle  toe  by  much  the  largeft  and  the  ftrongeft,  and 
looks  fomething  like  the  long  toe  of  an  Oftrich.  The 
outer  toe  is  next  in  fize  ; and  what  appears  to  be  the 
inner  toe,  is  two,  inclofed  in  one  fkin  or  covering. 

The  great  toe  nail  much  rcfembles  that  of  an  Oftrich, 
as  alfo  the  nail  of  the  outer  toe;  and  the  inner,  which 
appears  to  be  but  one  toe,  has  two  fmall  nails,  which  are 
bent  and  fharp. 

From  the  heel,  along  the  under  fide  of  the  foot  and  toe, 
the  fkin  is  adapted  for  walking  upon. 

The  fore  legs,  in  the  full  grown  Kangaroo,  are  fmall  in  pro- 
portion to  the  hind,  or  the  fize  of  the  animal ; the  feet,  or 
hands,  are  alfo  fmall ; the  fkin  on  the  palm  is  different  from 
that  on  the  back  of  the  hand  and  fingers.  There  arc  five  toes  or 
fingers  on  this  foot;  the  middle  rather  the  largeft;  the  others 
beco.mc  very  gradually  fhorter,  and  are  all  nearly  of 
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the  fame  ftiape.  The  nails  are  (harp,  fit  for  holding. 
The  tail  is  long  in  the  old  ; but  not  fo  long,  in  proportion 
to  the  fize  of  the  animal,  in  the  young.  It  would  feem 
to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  hind  legs,  which  are 
the  inftruments  of  progreflive  motion  in  this  animal; 
and  which  would  alfo  fhew  that  the  tail  is  a kind  of 
fecond  inftrument  in  this  adion. 

The  under  lip  is  divided  in  the  middle,  each  fide  rounded 
off  at  the  divifion. 

It  has  two  clavicles ; but  they  are  fhort,  fo  that  the 
fhoulders  are  not  thrown  out. 


1 


WHirE- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Gopgie 


APPENDIX. 


277 


WHITE  JOINTED  SPIDER. 

The  fpecies  of  Spiders,  unlcfs  feen  recent,  and  in  the 
utmoft  ftate  of  perfedion,  arc  not  eailly  diftinguiflied.  The 
prefent  fpecies  is  moft  remarkable  for  the  lucid  furfacc  of  its 
thorax  and  legs,  which  latter  are  furnilhed  with  fcvcral  long 
moveable  fpines,  that  may  be  either  elevated  or  depreffed  at 
the  will  of  the  animal:  this  however  is  not  peculiar  to  the  pre- 
fent fpecies,  but  is  feen  in  fome  others.  1 he  eyes  are  eight  in 
number,  and  are  arranged  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of 
the  great  American  Spider,  or  Aranea  Avicularia  of  Linnaeus. 
The  colour  of  this  Spider  is  a clear  chefnut  brown,  except 
the  body,  which  is  a pale  brown,  with  a very  deep  or  blackifla 
fafeia  on  its  upper  part,  reaching  about  half  way  down. 
The  orifice  at  the  tip  of  each  fang  is  very  vifible  by  fa 
flight  a magnifying  power  as  that  of  a glafs  of  two  inches 
focus  : this  Spider  is  therefore  of  the  number  of  thofe  which 
poifon  their  prey  before  they  defiroy  it. 

The  Plate  exliibits  the  back  and  front  view,  of  the  natural 
flze.  A.  the  order  in  which  the  Spines  are  placed.  The 
lefler  a.  two  Spines  enlarged,  fliewing  the  Bracket  on  which 
they  turn,  and  the  Groove  or  Niche  they  fhut  into  whea 
clofed,  C.  the  Fangs  magnified. 
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WHA  TAPOAU  ROO. 

This  animal  is  about  the  fize  of  a Racoon,  is  of  a dark 
grey  colour  on  the  back,  becoming  rather  lighter  on  the 
fides,  which  terminates  in  a rich  brown  on  the  belly.  The 
hair  is  of  two  kinds,  a long  hair,  and  a kind  of  fur,  and 
even  the  long  hair,  at  the  roots,  is  of  the  fur  kind. 

The  head  is  fliort ; the  eyes  rather  prominent ; the  ears 
broad,  not  peaked. 

The  teeth  refemble  thofe  of  all  the  animals  from  that 
country  I have  hitherto  feen. 

The  incifors  arc  not  continued  into  the  grinders  by  inter- 
Kiediate  teeth,  although  there  are  two  teeth  in  the  interme- 
diate fpace  in  the  upper  jaw,  and  one  in  the  lower.  The 
incifors  arc  ilnv‘'ir  to  thofe  of  the  Kangaroo,  and  fix  in  num- 
ber in  the  upper  jaw,  oppofed  by  two  in  the  lower,  which 
have  an  oblique  furface  extending  fomc  diftance  from  their 
edge,  fo  as  to  increafe  the  furface  of  contact. 

There  are  two  cufpidati  on  each  fide  in  the  upper  jaw',  and 

only  one  in  the  lower;  five  grinders  on  each  fide  of  each 

jaw, 
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Jaw,  the  firft  rather  pointed,  the  others  appear  nearly  of  the 
fame  fize,  and  quadrangular  in  their  fliapc,  with  a hollow 
running  acrofs  their  bafe  from  the  outfide  to  the  inner, 
which  is  of  fome  depth  ; and  another  which  crofles  it,  but 
not  fo  deep,  dividing  the  grinding  furface  into  four  points. 

On  the  fore  foot  there  are  five  toes,  the  inner  the  ihorteft, 
refcmbling,  in  a flight  degree,  a thumb.  The  hind  foot  rc- 
femblcs  a hand,  or  that  of  the  Monkey  and  Opofl'um,  the 
great  toe  having  no  nail,  and  oppofing  the  whole  foie  of 
the  foot,  which  is  bare.  The  nails  on  the  other  toes,  both 
of  the  fore  and  hind  foot,  refemble,  in  a fmall  degree, 
thofe  of  the  cat,  being  broad  and  covered;  and  the  laft  bone 
of  the  toe  has  a projedlion  on  the  under  fide,  at  the  articula- 
tion. Each  nail  has,  in  fome  degree,  a fmall  (heath,  covering 
its  bafe  when  drawn  up. 

The  tail  is  long,  covered  with  long  hair,  except  the  under 
furface  of  that  half  towards  the  termination,  of  the  breadth 
of  half  an  inch,  becoming  broader  near  the  tip  or  terminal 
tion:  this  furface  is  covered  with  a ftrong  cuticle,  and  is. 
adapted  for  laying  hold. 

A DINGO,. 
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A DINGO,  or  DOG,  of  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

This  animal  is  a variety  of  the  Dog,  and,  like  the  fhep- 
herd’s  dog  in  mofl;  countries,  approaches  near  to  the  original 
of  the  fpccies,  which  is  the  wolf,  but  is  not  fo  large,  and 
docs  not  Hand  fo  high  on  its  legs. 

The  cars  arc  Ihort,  and  eredt,  the  tail  rather  bufliy;  the 
hair,  which  is  of  a reddifh  dun  colour,  is  long  and  thick, 
but  flrait.  It  is  capable  of  barking,  although  not  fo  rea- 
dily as  the  European  dogs  ; is  very  ill-natured  and  vicious, 
and  fnarls,  howls,  and  moans,  like  dogs  in  common. 

Whether  this  is  the  only  Dog  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
whether  they  have  it  in  a wild  ftatc,  is  not  mentioned  ; but 
I fhould  be  inclined  to  believe  they  had  no  other;  in  which 
cafe  it  will  conllitute  the  wolf  of  that  country ; and  that 
which  is  domellicated  is  only  the  wild  dog  tamed,  without 
having  yet  produced  a variety,  as  in  fome  parts  of  America. 


TAPOA 

I 
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THE  T A P O A T A F A,  or  T A P II  A. 

This  animal  is  the  fize  of  a rat,  and,  has  very  much 
the  appearance  of  the  martin  cat,  but  hardly  fo  long  in  the 
body  in  proportion  to  its  lize. 

The  head  is  flat  forwards,  and  broad  from  fide  to  fide, 
efpecially  between  the  eyes  and  ears  ; the  nofe  is  peaked,  and 
projefting  beyond  the  teeth,  which  makes  the  upper  jaw 
appear  to  be  confiderably  longer  than  the  lower ; the  eyes 
are  pretty  large;  the  ears  broad,  efpecially  at  their  bafe,  not 
becoming  regularly  narrower  to  a point,  nor  with  a very 
fmooth  edge,  and  having  a fmall  procefs  on  the  concave,  or 
inner  furface,  near  to  the  bafe.  It  has  long  whilkers  from  the 
fidcs  of  the  cheeks,  which  begin  forwards,  near  the  nofe,  by 
fmall  and  fhort  hairs,  and  become  longer  and  ftronger  as  they 
approach  the  eyes.  It  has  very  much  the  hair  of  a rat,  to 
which  it  is  fimilar  in  colour  ; but  near  to  the  fetting  on  of 
the  tail,  it  is  of  a lighter  brown,  forming  a broad  ring  round 
it.  The  fore  feet  arc  Ihortcr  than  the  hind,  but  much  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  thofe  of  the  rat  ; the  hind  feet  are 
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more  flexible.  There  are  five  toes  on  the  fore  feet,  the 
middle  the  largcft,  falling  off  on  each  fide  nearly  equally  ; 
but  the  fore,  or  inner  toe,  is  rather  fliorteft  : they  are  thin 
from  fide  to  fide,  the  nails  are  pretty  broad,  laterally,  and 
thin  at  their  bafe  ; not  very  long  but  (harp ; the  animal 
walks  on  its  whole  palm,  on  which  there  is  no  hair.  The 
hind  feet  are  pretty  long,  and  have  five  toes;  that  which 
anfwcrs  to  our  great  toe  is  very  fliort,  and  has  no  nail ; the 
next  is  the  longeft  in  the  whole,  falling  gradually  off  to  the 
outer  toe ; the  fliape  of  the  hind  toes  is  the  fame  as  in  the 
fore  feet,  as  are  likewife  the  nails ; it  walks  nearly  on  the 
whole  foot.  The  tail  is  long  and  covered  with  long  hair, 
but  not  all  of  the  fame  colour. 

The  teeth  of  this  creature  are  different  from  any  other 
animal  yet  known.  The  mouth  is  full  of  teeth.  The 
lower  jaw  narrow  in  comparifon  to  the  upper,  more  efpecially 
backwards,  which  allows  of  much  broader  grinders  in  this 
jaw  than  in  the  lower,  and  which  occafions  the  grinders  in  the 
upper  jaw  to  projeft  confiderably  over  thofe  in  the  lower. 
In  the  middle  the  cufpidati  oppofe  one  another,  the  upper 
piercers,  or  holders,  go  behind  thofe  of  the  lower;  the 
fecond  clafs  of  incifors  in  the  lower  jaw  overtop  thofe  of 
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the  upper  while  the  two  firft  in  the  lower  go  within,  or 
behind  thofe  of  the  upper.  In  the  upper  jaw,  before  the 
holders,  there  are  four  teeth  on  each  fide,  three  of  which  are 
pointed,  the  point  Handing  on  the  inner  furface;  and  the 
two  in  front  are  longer.  Hand  more  obliquely  forwards, 
and  appear  to  be  appropriated  for  a particular  ufe.  The 
holders  are  a little  way  behind  the  laft  fore  teeth,  to  allow 
thofe  of  the  lower  jaw  to  come  between.  They  are  pretty 
long,  the  cufpidati  on  each  fide  become  longer  and  larger 
towards  the  grinders ; they  are  points  or  cones  placed  on  a 
broad  bale. 

There  are  four  grinders  on  each  fide,  the  middle  two  the 
Jargeft,  the  laft  the  leaft ; their  bafe  is  a triangle  of  the  fca- 
lenus  kind,  or  having  one  angle  obtufe  and  two  acute. 
Their  bafe  is  compofed  of  two  furfaces,  an  inner  and  an 
outer,  divided  by  procefles  or  points  : it  is  the  inner  that 
the  grinders  of  the  lower  jaw  oppofe,  when  the  mouth  is 
regularly  ftiut.  The  lower  jaw  has  three  fore  teeth,  or  inci- 
fors,  on  each  fide;  the  firft  confiderably  the  largeft,  projeft- 
ing  obliquely  forwards ; the  other  two  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
fmaller,  the  laft  the  fmalleft. 

■ The  holder  in  this  jaw  is  not  fo  large  as  in  the  upper  jaw, 
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and  clofe  to  the  incifors.  There  arc  three  cufpidati,  the 
middle  one  the  largeft,  the  laft  the  leaft  ; thefe  are  cones 
ftanding  on  their  bafe,  but  not  on  the  middle,  rather  on  the 
anterior  fide.  There  are  four  grinders,  the  two  middle  the 
largeft,  and  rather  quadrangular,  each  of  which  has  a high 
point  or  cone  on  the  outer  edge,  with  a fmaller,  and  three 
more  diminutive  on  the  inner  edge.  It  is  impofllble  to  fajr 
critically,  what  the  various  forms  of  thefe  teeth  are  adapted 
for  from  the  general  principles  of  teeth.  In  the  front  we 
have  what  may  divide  and  tear  off ; behind  thofe,  there  are 
holders  or  deftroyers;  behind  the  latter,  fuch  as  will  affift  in 
maftiing,  as  the  grinders  of  the  lion,  and  other  carniverous 
animals;  and  laft  of  all,  grinders,  to  divide  parts  into  fmaller 
portions,  as  in  the  graminiverous  tribe : the  articulation  of 
the  jaw  in  fome  degree  admits  of  all  thofe  motions. 
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THE  TAPOA  TAP  A. 


Another  animal  of  the  fame  fpecies ; only  differing  from 
the  Tapoa  Tafa  in  its  external  colour,  and  in  being 
fpotted. 
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THE  POTO  ROO,  or  KANGAROO  RAT. 


The  head  is  flat  fldeways,  but  not  fo  much  fo  as  the  true 
Scalpris  Dentata.  The  ears  are  neither  long  nor  fliort,  but 
much  like  thofe  of  a moufe  in  proportion  to  the  fizc  of  the 
animal. 

The  fore  legs  are  fliort  in  comparifon  to  the  hind.  There 
are  four  toes  on  the  fore  feet,  the  two  middle  are  long,  and 
nearly  of  equal  lengths,  with  long  narrow  nails,  flightly  bent; 
the  two  flde  toes  are  fliort,  and  nearly  equal  in  fize,  but  the 
outer  rather  the  largeft.  From  the  nails  on  the  two  middle 
toes,  one  would  fuppofe  that  the  animal  burrowed.  Their 
hind  legs  are  long,  and  it  is  in  their  power  to  ftand  either  on 
the  whole  foot,  or  on  the  toes  only. 

On  the  hind  legs  are  three  toes,  the  middle  one  large,  and 
the  two  flde  ones  fliort.  The  tail  is  long.  The  hair  on  the 
body  is  rather  thin  ; it  is  of  two  kinds,  a fur,  and  a long 
hair,  which  laft  becomes  c.tterior  from  its  length.  The  fur 
is  the  fineft,  and  is  compofed  of  ferpentine  hairs ; the  long 

hai  r is  flrongcr,  and  is  alfo  ferpentine,  for  more  than  two 

thirds 
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thirds  of  its  length  near  to  the  fkin,  and  terminates  in  a pretty 
ftrong  pointed  end,  like  the  quill  of  a hedge  hog.  It  is 
of  a brownifh  grey  colour,  fomething  like  the  brown,  or 
grey  rabbit,  with  a tinge  of  a greenifli  yellow. 

It  has  a pouch  on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  the  mouth 
opens  forwards,  and  the  cavity  extends  backwards  to  the 
pubis,  where  it  terminates  ; on  the  abdominal  furface  of  this 
pouch  are  four  nipples  or  two  pair,  each  pair  placed  very 
near  the  other. 


THE 


Digitized  by  Google 


288 


APPENDIX. 


THE  H E P O O N A R O O. 

This  animal  is  of  the  fize  of  afmall  rabbit : it  has  a broad 
flat  body,  the  head  a good  deal  refembles  that  of  the  fquir- 
rel : the  eyes  are  full,  prominent,  and  large  : the  ears  broad 
and  thin : its  legs  fliort,  and  its  tail  very  long.  Between 
the  fore  and  hind  legs,  on  each  fide,  is  placed  a doubling  of 
the  Ikin  of  the  fide,  which,  when  the  legs  are  extended 
laterally,  is  as  it  were  pulled  out,  forming  a broad  lateral  wing 
or  fin,  and  when  the  legs  are  made  ufe  of  in  walking,  this 
Ikin,  by  its  elafticity,  is  drawn  clofe  to  the  fide  of  the  animal, 
and  forms  a kind  of  ridge,  on  which  the  hair  has  a peculiar 
appearance.  In  this  refpedt  it  is  very  fimilar  to  the  flying 
fquirrel  of  America. 

It  has  five  toes  on  each  fore  foot,  with  fliarp  nails.  The 
hind  foot  has  alfo  five  toes,  but  differs  confiderably 
from  the  fore  foot ; one  of  the  toes  may  be  called  a thumb, 
having  a broad  nail,  fomething  like  that  of  the  Monkey  or 
Opoflum : what  anfwcrs  to  the  fore  and  middle  toes  are 

united  in  one  common  covering,  and  appear  like  one  toe 
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with  two  nails;  this  is  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  Kangaroo, 
the  two  other  toes  are  in  the  common  form,  thefe  four  nails 
are  (harp  like  thofe  on  the  fore  foot.  This  formation  of  the 
foot  is  well  calculated  for  holding  any  thing  while  it  is 
moving  its  body,  or  its  fore  foot,  to  other  parts,  a property 
belonging  (probably)  to  all  animals  who  move  from  the  hind 
parts ; fuch  as  the  Monkey,  Mocock,  Mongoofe,  Opoflum, 
Parrot,  Leech,  &c. 

Its  hair  is  very  thick  and  long,  making  a very  fine  fur, 
efpecially  on  the  back.  It  is  of  a dark  brown  grey  on  the 
upper  part,  a light  white  grey  on  the  lower  fide  of  what  may 
be  termed  the  wing,  and  white  on  the  under  furface,  from 
the  neck  to  the  parts  adjacent  to  the  anus. 
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FEATHER  of  the  CASSOWARY. 

The  feathers  of  the  New  Holland  Caflbwary  are  of  a 
remarkable  con(lru£lion  ; and  may,  perhaps,  be  more  eafily 
delineated  than  deferibed.  The  fpecimen  is  figured  of  the 
exad  fize,  and  confifis  of  two  long  flender  fliafts,  extremely 
flaccid,  iffuing  from  one  fmall  quill.  The  feather  at  the 
bafe  of  each  fhaft  is  clofely  fet,  foft,  and  flofly,  widening 
and  growing  harder  gradually  to  the  tip,  refembling  the 
texture  of  a dried  plant. 

The  colour  brownilh  afh,  whitening  towards  the  quill. 

Itfecms  incapable  of  refifting  water,  or  of  holding  air.  This 
circumftance  in  the  feather,  added  to  the  great  pliability  of 
the  fhaft,  is  a moft  admirable  provifion  for  a bird  whofe 
fafety  is  entrufted  folely  to  its  feet. 
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FISH  HOOKS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Fig.  A.  reprefcnts  a hook  of  the  fame  fize,  formed  of  a 
hard  black  wood-like  fubftance,  neatly  executed,  and 
finilhed  with  a fmall  knob  to  afllft  in  faftening  it  to  the  line; 
it  is  well  mounted:  the  line  conhlls  of  two  ftrands  very 
evenly  laid,  and  twifted  hard  ; made  with  a grafly  fubftance 
dark  in  colour,  and  nearly  as  fine  as  raw  filk : the  length 
of  it  is  fhewn  by  the  top  of  the  rod  being  broken  off. 

Fig.  B.  is  a hook  of  mother  of  pearl,  formed  by  an  internal 
volute  of  fome  fpiral  fhcll,  aflifted  by  grinding  it  a little  on 
one  fide  only  ; the  point  of  this  hook,  as  well  as  of  the  for- 
mer, feems,  to  an  European,  to  turn  fo  much  as  to  render 
them  almofi  ufelefs. 
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IMPLEMENTS  of  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

A A.  is  a War  Spear,  formed  of  .1  light  reed-like  fubftance 
produced  by  the  Yellow  Gum  Tree,  vide  p.  235,  which  if  the 
ends  marked  with  the  letters  were  joined  together,  would  fliew  its 
full  length:  the  long  pointed  head  is  of  hard  wood,  of  a reddifli 
colour,  and  is  faftened  into  tlie  fhaft  in  the  firmed  manner  by 
a cement  of  the  yellow  gum  only. 

B.  is  a Stick,  at  one  end  of  which  is  a fmall  peg  fadened 
with  the  fame  cement,  and  forming  a hook : the  other  end  is 
ornamented  with  the  fhcll  of  the  Limpet  or  Patella,  duck  on  with 
the  gum ; and,  thus  condructed,  it  is  ufed  to  throw  the  fpear — 
in  this  manner : The  lliell  end  of  the  dick  being  held  in  the 
right  hand,  and  the  fjiear  poifed  in  the  left,  the  end  of  the  hook 
at  B.  is  inferted  into  a hollow  at  the  foot  of  the  fpear  at  D.  and 
thus  thrown  with  a force  fimilar  to  that  of  a done  from  a ding: 
this  is  diewn  more  particularly  in  a reduced  figure  at  the  upper 
- part  of  the  Plate,  a.  b. 

CC.  is  a Spear  or  Gig,  of  a fubdance  fimilar  to  the  former,  for 
driking  fidi  in  the  water:  the  true  length  of  which  will  be 

known 
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known  by  fuppofing  the  parts  joined  together  at  the  lettered  ends : 
the  fliaft  confifts  of  two  pieces,  a large  and  a fmall  one,  joined 
by  the  gum ; and  the  head  is  compofed  of  four  flicks  inferred 
into  the  fliaft  with  gum,  and  tied  together  above  with  flips  of 
bark,  which  arc  afterwards  tightened  by  little  wedges,  driven 
within  the  bandage  : each  of  thefc  flicks  is  terminated  by  the 
tooth  of  a fifh,  very  fliarp,  and  fluck  on  by  a lump  of  the  gum 
cement:  the  fliaft  of  this  inflrument  is  pundured  in  many 
places  with  very  fmall  holes,  to  the  pith  in  the  centre,  but  for 
what  purpofc  is  not  known. 

H.  is  a Hatchet,  of  which  the  head  is  a very  hard  black  pebble 
flone,  rubbed  down  at  one  end  to  an  edge  j the  handle  is  a flick 
of  elaflic  wood,  fplit,  which  being  bent  round  the  middle  of  the 
flone,  and  the  extremities  brought  together,  is  flrongly  bound 
with  flips  of  bark,  and  holds  the  head  very  firmly,  as  fmiths 
chiflcls  are  held  by  hazel  flicks  in  Europe. 

S.  is  a kind  of  blunt  Sword,  of  hard  wood,  like  the  head  of 
the  fpear  A.  ■ 

F.  feems  to  be  an  inflrument  of  offence ; it  is  a flick  of  the 
, natural  growth,  with  the  bark  on ; the  root  of  which  is  cut 
round  into  a large  knob;  the  end  F.  is  made  rough  with  notches, 
that  it  may  be  held  more  firmly  in  the  hand. 

R.  is 
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R.  is  a Baiket,  formed  by  a fingle  piece  of  a brown  fibrous 
bark.  This  feparated  whole  from  the  tree  is  gathered  up 
at  each  end  in  folds,  and  bound  in  that  form  by  withes, 
which  alfo  make  the  handle.  The  Baiket  is  patched  in  feveral 
places  with  yellow  gum,  from  which  It  appears  to  have  been 
fometimes  ufed  for  carrying  water. 

Thefe  Implements  are  drawn  from  exad  meafurementi,  and 
fitted  to  a fcale  of  three  feet,  inferted  at  the  foot  of  the  Plate. 
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FLYING-FISH. 

Exoc-®tus  Vomtans. 

fifh  is  fo  well  known  to  Naturalifts,  and  is  fo  fre- 
feen  in  every  voyage,  that  it  is  unneceflary  to  give 
ular  defcription  of  it.  See  Plate  page  266. 


EA-HORSE,  OR  HIPPOCAMPUS. 

animal,  like  the  Flying-filh,  being  commonly  known, 
ption  is  not  neceffary.  It  is  the  Syngnathus  Hippo- 
of  Linnaeus.  See  Plate  page  264. 


GRANULATED  BALISTES. 


Balistes  Granulata. 


pinna  dorfali  anteriort  biradiata,  carport  granofo. 
ffinis  B.  Papilh/o  Linnai.  Corpus  albido-cincrafctns,  papillts  par- 
afperfum. 

vtlut  in  facculum  produSlus. 


; with  the  anterior  dorfal  fin  two-fpined,  and  the  body  covered 
granules. 

fh  is  extremely  nearly  allied  to  the  Balifies  Papillofiis  of  Linnxus. 
body  is  of  a whitilh  alh-colour,  and  covered  with  fmall  papillx. 
lorax  as  it  were  produced  into  a Sacculus  beneath.  See  Plate 

254- 
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SOUTHERN  ATHERINE. 

Atherina  Australis. 

Au  vere  diJUn^a  ab  A.  Hcpfeto  L<n.  ? 

A.  pinna  ani  radiis  Jedecim. 

Corpus  fubferrugineum.  Cauda  forfcata.  Fafcia  lattralis  nitidijjima. 

Doubtful  whether  really  diftindt  from  the  A.  Hepfetus  of  Linnaeus. 
Atherinc  with  the  anal  fin  furnilhed  with  fixtcen  rays. 

The  body  is  of  a fubfcrruginous  cart.  The  tail  forked.  The  lateral  line 
extremely  bright. 


THE  TOBACCO-PIPE  FISH. 

This  filh  is  fo  well  known,  that  a particular  defeription 
need  not  be  given.  It  is  the  Fiftularia  Tabaearia  of  Linn*us. 


REMORA,  OR  SUCKING-FISH. 


I 


The  Echeneis  Remora  of  Linnatus. 


This  fifli,  like  the  preceding,  does  not  require  a particu 
lar  defeription ; is  met  with  in  moft  fcas,  and  polTelTes  power- 
fully the  faeulty  of  adhefion,  by  the  top  of  the  head : fre- 
quently to  Ihips  bottoms,  whence  it  is  named  Remora. 


NEW 
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NEW  HOLLAND  CREEPER,  Female. 

The  general  colours  of  the  female  are  the  fame  as  in  the 
male,  but  lefs  vivid  ; nor  has  it  the  white  markings  on  the 
front  of  the  head  and  over  the  eye,  but  on  the  cheeks  only. 
The  back  and  bread  are  black  without  white  interfperfions. 
The  abdomen  black,  ftreaked  with  dulky  white  ; the  yellow 
on  the  wings  and  tail  inclining  to  an  olivaceous  green,  the 
feathers  in  the  latter  obtufcly  pointed.  A fcapulary  of 
brown  adorns  the  ihoulders,  terminating  in  a lanceolate 
fhape,  half  way  down  the  back. 

In  this  bird  the  bill  is  longer,  and  the  legs  and  general 
form  Router  than  the  male. 


Q^q  DEATHS 
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DEATHS  between  December  1786  and  July  1788. 


On  tire  Paffage. 

Marines  - 

1 

Marines  Wives  - 

Marines  Children 

After  the  Landing. 

Marines  - 

3 

Marines  Children  - 

2 

Total 

8 

On  the  PitJJltge. 

Male  Convitfls  - 

36 

Female  Convidls  - 

4 

Convidts  Children  - 

5 

After  the  Landing. 

Male  Convidls,  including  two  murdered 

22 

Fema'e  Ditto  - - 

8 

Convidts  Children  - --  --  --  --  --  -- 

9 

Total 

S4 

Executed,  by  a fentence  of  the  Criminal  Court  ----- 

4 

Condemed  to  death  by  the  Court,  but  pardoned  by  the? 

6 

Governor  - - i 

Milling,  including  one  Female  - --  --  --  - - 

9 
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DIARY 
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Winds,  Weather,  Temperature  of  the  Air, 

WITH  THB  DIFFERENT 

LATITUDES  and  LONGITUDES. 

IK  A 

VOYAGE 

TO 

PORT  JACKSON,  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 
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DIARY  of  the  Winds,  Weather,  Temperature  of  the  Air,  &c.  with  the  different 

Latitudes  and  Longitudes. 
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Frelh  gales  in  the  evening. 

Some  rain  in  the  evening. 

Strong  gales,  and  high  fea. 

Saw  fome  Gulf  weed. 

( Frefh  gales,  with  a following 
( fea. 

i Ditto  weather:  no  obfervaJ 
V tion. 

1 Saw  the  Deferter  Iflts,  alfo 
1 fome  turtle. 

Mercury  in  the  Sun  9S. 
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REMARKS. 

t 

1 

"Ac  anchor : my  living  on 
fliore  for  the  recovery  of 
my  health  prevented  me 
from  filling  up  thia  blank. 

' 

Variation 
per  Az.  aad 
Am. 
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•Still  at  anchor  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 
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J.  DEBRETT,  oppofitc  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly. 

JOURNAL  of  a VOYAGE  from  PORT  JACKSON,  NEW  SOUTH 
WALES,  to  CANTON,  in  1788,  through  an  unexplored  Paflage.  By 
THOMAS  GILBERT,  Efq.  Commander  of  the  Charlotte.  Illuftrated  with 
Views  of  the  following  Iflands  difeovered  on  the  PalTagc,  viz.  Chatham’s,  Ibbit- 
fon’s,  Matthew's,  Calvert's,  Knox's  Daniel’s,  Marlar’s,  and  Gilbert’s.  Elegantly 
printed  in  Quarto.  Price  8s.  fewed. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER;  or  the  Hiftory  of  the  Proceedings 
and  Debates  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  during  the  last  session  : Containing 
an  Account  of  the  moll  interclling  Speeches  and  Motions — Authentic  Copies  of 
all  important  Letters  and  other  Papers  laid  before  cither  Houfc — .\uthentic  Mi- 
nutes of  the  moft  material  Evidence — Protefts,  Bills,  Petitions,  &c.  &c. 

*,*  At  the  Defire  of  fcvcral  Perfons  of  dillinguifiied  Abilities  and  Rank,  this 
Work  was  undertaken.  The  favourable  Reception  it  has  met  w ith  during  the  three 
lafi  Parliaments,  not  only  demands  the  moft  grateful  Acknowledgments  of  the 
Editors,  but  encourages  them  to  profecute  a Continuation  of  the  fame,  during  the 
prefent  Parliament.  For  this  Purpofe,  and  to  prevent  Mifreprefentation,  they 
beg  Leave  again  to  folicit  the  Afiiftancc  of  all  their  former  Friends,  and  every 
other  Gentleman.  A flridl  Attention  will  be  paid  to  all  their  Commands  and 
Favours  ; nor  will  .my  Alfiduity  or  Care  be  wanting  to  preferve  that  Truth  and 
Accuracy  for  which  this  Work  has  hitherto  been  diftinguilhcd. 

The  P.\RLL\.VIENTARY  REGISTER,  from  the  general  Election  in  17SD 
to  1784.  In  Fourteen  Volumes.  Price  5I.  js.  half-bound  and  lettered. 

The  PARLI.A.VIENTARY  REGISTER,  from  the  general  Elcclion  in  17S4 
to  1789.  In  Twelve  Volumes,  Price  5I.  tSs.  half-bound  and  lettered. 

The  NEW  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL  for  WIT:  Being  a Collection  of 
Fugitive  Pieces  in  Profc  and  Verfe,  not  in  any  other  Golleiffion.  This  Edition 
is  confidera.bly  improved  and  enlarged ; in  which  are  inferred  fevcral  curious  Pieces, 
by  Lady  Craven;  Mariiuifics  of  Townfiicnd  and  Carmarthen;  Earls  of  Carlifie, 
Charlemont,  Nugent,  Buchan,  Chcftcrficld,  Chatham,  De  la  War;  Lords  Palnicr- 
flon,  Mulgrave,  Holland,  Lyttelton,  Harvey  ; Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox,  Col.  Fitz- 
patrick, C.  York,  H.  Walpole;  Countefs  Temple,  Lady  M.  W.  Monnigu,  Mrs. 
Crevillc,  Mifs  Carter,  Mrs.  Lenox;  Hon.  T.  Luttrel ; Sir  W.  Draper,  Sir 
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J.  .Moore,  Sir  W.  Jones,  Sir  W.  Young, "Sir  C.  Hanbury  Williams,-  J.  Wilkes, 
D.  Garrick,  R.  B.  Slicriilan,  R.  Ticktll,  C.  Ellis,  j.  Courtenay,  J.  S.  Hall, 
Caleb  Whitefonrd,  G.  Colman,  R.  Cumberland,  C.  Anftey,  W.  Ilayley,  S.  Jenyns, 
B.  Thornton,  Elqrs.  ; Dodors  B.  Franklin,  Armftrong,  Beattie  ; Capi.  E.  Thom- 
fon,  6.C.  ike.  &c.  Together  \>  ith  fcvcral  Pieces  now  firft  printed  from  the 
Authors’  Manuferipts.  The  whole  carefully  revifed,  arranged,  and  correded.  In 
Six  \'oIumcs.  Price  1 8s.  feu  ed. 

Of  « horn  may  be  had, 

(Being  a Continuation  of  the  above  Work) 

An  ASYI-FM  for  FUGITIVE  PIECES,  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  not  in  any 
other  Colledioii  J with  fcvcral  Pieces  never  before  ptiblifhcd  : Including  the  Cri- 
tiques on  the  Rolliad,  revifed  j the  Probationary  Odes  for  the  Laurcatfliip  j and 
fcvcral  |cu  dcs  Efprits,  written  by  Perfons  of  Falliion — A great  V'aricly  of  curious 
and  entertaining  Pieces,  many  of  which  arc  now  firft  printed  from  Manuferipts  of 
the  feveral  Authors,  particularly  fomc  Poems  by  the  late  Lord  Holland,  by  the 
prefent  Lord  Bcigrave,  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  Col.  Erlkine,  Dodor  Coombe, 
Meftrs.  Jerningham,  Warton,  &c.  &c.  &c.  In  Three  Volumes.  Price  9s.  fewed. 

The  above  Nine  Volumes,  being  all  uniformly  primed,  may  be  had  fewed, 
or  elegantly  bound. 

The  LIFE  of  FREDERICK  THE  SECOND,  King  of  Pruffia:  To  which 
are  added,  Obfervations,  authentic  Documents,  and  a Variety  of  intcrefting  Anec- 
dotes. Tranllatcd  from  the  French,  In  Two  large  Volumes.  Price  14s.  in 
Boards. 

REMARKS  on  the  PRUSSIAN  TREATY  : To  which  is  added,  an  authen- 
tic Copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Delenfivc  Alliance  between  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  King  of  Prullia;  figncd  at  Berlin,  Auguft  13,  1788.  Price 
IS.  fid. 

POLITIC.VL  TRACTS  ; confiding  of,  i.  A Propofal  for  the  Liquidation  of 
the  National  Debt : An  Explanation  of  the  Propofal : -An  Appendix,  containing  1 
Narrative  of  Proceedings  thereon  at  various  public  Meetings. — 2.  The  Efficacy  of 
a finking  Fund  of  one  Million  per  Annum  ; The  Propriety  of  an  actual  Paymentof 
the  Public  Debt:  The  true  Policy  of  Great  Britain;  The  Conclufion. — ^3.  The 
Abolition  of  Tithes,  and  the  Reform  of  the  Church  Revenue:  The  Doctrine  of 
Prefeription  confidcred  : A Narrative  of  Proceedings  at  a County  Meeting, held  at 
Morpeth,  December  22d,  17S4,  rerpeefting  the  Payment  of  Tithes : A Lenerto 
the  FrechoKlors  of  the  County  of  Northumberland  on  the  fame  Subjcdl.  By  Sit 
FRANCIS  BLAKE,  Bart.  Price  5s.  in  Boards. 

Authentic  Copy  of  the  PROCEEDINGS  of  a general  COURT  MARTIAL 
held  at  the  Horfe  Guards,  on  HUGH  DEBBIEG,  Efq.  one  of  the  Colonels  of  the 
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Corps  of  Engineers,  on  three  Charges,  exhibited  by  his  Grace  CHARLES  DUKE 
of  RICHMOND.  &c.  Price  2s. 

EXTRA  OFFICIAL  STATE  PAPERS;  addrcfTcd  to  the  Right  Hon. 
LORD  RAWDOK,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
afTociated  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Conftitiition,  and  promoting  the  Profperity  of 
the  Britifh  Empire.  By  a late  Under  Secretary  of  State.  In  Two  Volumes. 
Price  ys.  in  Boards. 

CONSIDERATIONS  on  the  PRESENT  ST.\TE  of  the  NATION : 
AddrcfTcd  to  the  Right  Hon.  LORD  R.WVDON,  and  the  other  Members  of  the 
Tw  o Houfes  of  Parliament,  afibciated  for  the  Prefersation  of  the  Conflitution,  and 
promoting  the  Profperty  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  By  a late  Under  Secretary  of 
State.  Price  is.  6d. 

OBSERVATIONS  upon  the  LITURGY,  with  a Propofal  for  its  Reform; 
upon  the  Principles  of  Chriflianity,  as  profefTed  and  taught  by  the  Church  of 
England.  And  an  Attempt  to  reconcile  the  DoClrines  of  the  Angels’  Apoflacy  and 
perpetual  Punifhmcnt,  Man’s  Fall  and  Redemption,  and  the  Incarnation  of  the 
Son  of  God,  to  our  Conceptions  of  the  Divine  Nature  and  Attributes.  By  a 
LAYMAN  of  the  Church  of  England,  late  an  Under  Secretary  of  State.  To 
which  arc  added,  the  Journals  of  the  American  Convention,  appointed  to  prepare 
a Liturgy  for  the  Epifcopal  Churches  in  the  United  States.  Price  3s.  in  Boards. 

The  BOOK  of  COMMON  PR,\YER,  and  Adminifiration  of  the  Sacraments, 
and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies,  as  revifed  and  propofed  to  the  Ufc  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Epifcopal  Church,  at  a Convention  of  the  faid  Church,  in  the  States  of  New 
.York,  New  jerfey,  Pennfylv.inia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South 
Carolina,  held  in  Philadclphb,  from  September  27  to  October  7,  1785.  To. 
which  is  added,  a Colledion  of  Pfalms.  Price  4s.  in  Boards. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  LAND  REVENUE  of  the  CROWN;  containing 
the  Origin  and  Sources  of  the  Land  Revenue  of  England ; various  .'VccdTions  to 
and  Alienations  of  the  Crown  Lands,  prefent  State  of  the  I.and  Revenue,  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Land  Revenue,  various  Meafures  and  ProjccU  concerning  the 
Land  Revenue.  With  an  Appendix  of  fevcral  interefting  Papers  on  the  Crown 
Lands.  By  the  Honourable  JOHN  St.  JOHN.  Price  los.  6d.  in  Boards. 

The  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Wooil.s,  Foreils,  and  L.\ND  REVENUES  of  the 
Crow'n,  and  to  fell  or  alienate  F'ec  Farm,  and  other  unimprovable  Rents.  Con- 
taining a Schedule  of  all  the  Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments, 
held  by  Lcafe  from  the  Crown,  w ith  an  .Account  of  the  lalt  Leafc  of  each  particu- 
lar Eidatc;  Ihcwing  the  Names  of  the  Leflees,  the  D;ttes  of  the  Leafes,  the 

Termi 


Digitized  by  Google 


nOOKS  rUIXTED  FOR  J.  DEB  RETT. 

Terms  thereby  granted,  and  Expiration  thereof;  the  yearly  Value  of  each  Ellate, 
by  the  latert;  Survey  or  Ert inrate ; the  Fines  paid  for  fuch  Leafes;  and  the 
old  Rents,  incrcafcd  Rents,  and  Xcw  Rents  referved  to  the  Crown  thereupon. 
Printed  in  Quarto.  Price  1 2s.  6d.  in  Boards,  of  the  fame  Size  as  the  Obfervations 
on  the  Land  Revenue  of  the  Crow  n,  and  projKr  to  be  bound  #lth  that  Work. 

A NARRATIVE  of  the  E.NPEDITION  to  BOTANY  BAY  ; with  an 
Account  of  New  South  Wales,  its  Inhabitants,  Produflions,  See. ; To  which  isfub- 
joined,  a Lift  of  the  Civil  and  Military  EiLiblilhmcnt  at  Port  Jackfon.  By  Captain 
W'ATKIN  TENCH,  of  the  Marines.  Third  Edition.  Price  3s.  6d.  fewed. 

QUERIES  concerning  the  CONDUCT  which  ENGLAND  ftioiild  follow  in 
Foreign  Politics  in  theprefent  State  of  Europe.  By  Sir  JOHN  DALRYMPLE, 
Bart.  ITice  as.  6d. 

NEW  and  OLD  PRINCIPLES  of  TRADE  compared  ; or  a Treatife on  the 
Principles  of  Commerce  between  Nations;  with  an  Appendix,  refpceling,  i.  The 
principal  general  Mc-ans  of  aiding  Commerce. — 2.  The  Balance  of  Trade. — 3.  The 
Pre-eminence  of  Agricultural  Induflry. — 4.  A Comparifon  of  Prohibitions,  Boun- 
ties, and  Drawbacks. — 5.  The  Commerce  of  Grain. — 6.  Navigation  Laws.— 7- 
Laws  concerning  the  Intercft  of  Money.  Price  3s. 

The  TRADE  and  NAVIGATION  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  confidered.  By 
JOSHUA  GEE.  A new  Edition.  To  which  arc  now  added  fevcral  Notes,  and 
an  intcrefting  Appendix,  concerning  the  Trade  with  Portugal.  Price  3s.  bound. 

A COLLECTION  of  all  the  TREATIES  of  PEACE,  ALLIANCE,  and 
CO.M.MERCE,  between  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  other  Powers,  from  the  Treaty 
figned  at  Munftcr  in  1648,  to  the  Treaties  figned  at  Paris  in  1783.  To  which  is 
prefixed,  a Difcourl'e  on  the  ConducT  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  rtfpccl 
to  Neutral  Nations.  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  H.VWKESBURY.  In  Three 
\'olumcs  Odavo.  Price  18s.  in  Boards. 

ST.VTISTIC.VL  T.VBLES  of  the  principal  Empires,  Kingdoms,  and  States, 
of  EUROPE;  to  which  is  prefixai  an' IntroducTion.  Price  6s.  in  Boards,  or 
■w  ith  the  Tables  parted  on  Canvas  w ith  Rollers,  Price  15s. 

LETTERS  written  in  HOLLAND,  in  September  and  OcTober,  1787.  By 
-THO.VIAS  BOWDl.ER,  Efq.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  To  which  is  added,  a Collec- 
lion  of  Lette.rs  and  other  important  Papers  relative  to  the  Journey  of  the  Princefs 
.of  Orange,  in  June  1787  ; illuftrated  w ith  Maps  of  .Marches  of  the  Prufiian  Armyi 
and  of  the  Country  near  Amftcrdain.  A new  Edition,  to  which  is  prefixed  an 
Introdudion.  Price  5s.  in  Boards. 

*,*  The  Introduction  may  be  had  feparate,  to  accommodate  the  Purchafers  of 
«hc  Firft  Edition.  Price  6d. 
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